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Girl, Woman, Other 

by Bernardine Evaristo 
 

✦ Winner of the 2019 Booker Prize ✦ 

✦ Longlisted for the 2020 Women’s Prize ✦ 
 

From one of Britain’s most celebrated writers of colour, Girl, 
Woman, Other is a magnificent portrayal of the intersections of 

identity and a moving and hopeful story of an interconnected group 
of black British women. 

 
This is Britain as you've never read it. This is Britain as it has never been 
told. From Newcastle to Cornwall, from the birth of the twentieth century 

to the teens of the twenty-first, Girl, Woman, Other follows a cast of twelve characters on their personal 
journeys through this country and the last hundred years. They're each looking for something - a shared 
past, an unexpected future, a place to call home, somewhere to fit in, a lover, a missed mother, a lost father, 
even just a touch of hope . . . 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton – 2nd May 2019 
 
Praise for Girl, Woman, Other: 

✦ Winner of the 2019 Man Booker Prize ✦ Shortlisted for the Gordon Burn Prize ✦  

✦ Longlisted for the 2020 Women’s Prize ✦ One of Barack Obama’s Best Reads of 2019 ✦ 

 
Chosen as a Best Book of 2019 by the New Yorker, TLS, Washington Post, Guardian, Evening 
Standard, New Statesman, Daily Telegraph, Observer, Vogue, Esquire, Financial Times, The 

Times, Kirkus, Amazon, Washington Independent Review of Books and TIME  
 
‘Exuberant, bursting at the seams in delightful ways... Evaristo continues to expand and enhance our literary 
canon. If you want to understand modern day Britain, this is the writer to read.’ – New Statesman 
 

Rights sales for Girl, Woman, Other: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Grove), Arabic (Masaa), Brazil 
(Companhia das Letras), Bulgaria (Egmont), Simplified Chinese (Shanghai Translation), Complex Chinese 
(Commercial Press), Croatia (Profil), Czech (Host), France (Globe), Georgia (Palitra), Germany (Tropen), 
Greece (Dardanos), Hungary (Europa), Italy (Sur), Korea (GimmYoung), Lithuania (Alma), Netherlands 
(De Geus), Poland (Poznańskie), Portugal (Elsinore), Romania (Corint), Russia (Eksmo), Sinhalese 
(Sarasavi), Spain (AdN), Turkey (Dogan Kitap), Ukraine (Fabula). Film and TV Rights: Potboiler 
Television 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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Bernardine Evaristo 
 

BERNARDINE EVARISTO jointly won the Booker Prize 2019 with her eighth book, Girl, Woman, Other, 
making her the first black woman to win the prize in its history. Her writing explores the African diaspora: 
past, present, real, imagined, and includes short stories, essays, poetry, literary criticism, stage and BBC 
radio writing. A longstanding advocate for the inclusion of writers of colour, she founded the Brunel 
International African Poetry Prize in 2012 and The Complete Works poets development scheme in 2007. 
She is Professor of Creative Writing at Brunel University London and a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature, and its current Vice Chair. 
 

Mr. Loverman 
 
Barrington Jedidiah Walker is seventy-four and leads a double life. Born and bred 
in Antigua, he's lived in Hackney since the sixties. A flamboyant, wise-cracking local 
character with a dapper taste in retro suits and a fondness for quoting Shakespeare, 
Barrington is a husband, father and grandfather - but he is also secretly homosexual, 
lovers with his great childhood friend, Morris. 
 
A ground-breaking exploration of Britain's older Caribbean community, which 
explodes cultural myths and fallacies and shows the extent of what can happen 
when people fear the consequences of being true to themselves. 
 

UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2014 
 
Praise for Mr. Loverman: 

✦ Winner of the Ferro Grumley Award for LGBT Fiction 2015 ✦ 

✦ Winner of the Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Prize 2014 ✦ 
 

‘An undeniably bold and energetic writer, whose world view is anything but one-dimensional’ – Sunday 
Times 
 
Rights sold: Arabic (Masaa), Italy (Playground) 
 

Blonde Roots 
 
Welcome to a world turned upside down. One minute, Doris, from England, is 
playing hide-and-seek with her sisters in the fields behind their cottage. The next, 
someone puts a bag over her head and she ends up in the hold of a slave-ship sailing 
to the New World…  
 
In this fantastically imaginative inversion of the transatlantic slave trade, Bernardine 
Evaristo has created a thought-provoking satire that is as accessible and readable as 
it is intelligent and insightful. 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2008 

 
Praise for Blonde Roots: 

✦ Winner of the Orange Youth Panel Award 2009 ✦ 

✦ Longlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction 2009 ✦ 

✦ Finalist for the Hurston Wright Legacy Award 2010 ✦ 
 
Rights sold: Arabic (Masaa)  
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Soul Tourists 
 

The funny and fabulous tale of two twentieth-century misfits and their adventure 
into European history... 
 
It is 1988, and Jessie, artiste, motormouth, ducker and diver, meets Stanley, angst-
ridden banker and boffin. Jessie arrives like a guardian angel and lifts Stanley out of 
his soul-less life. He ditches his job, and together they set off across Europe. 
Destination -- unknown. Duration -- indeterminate.  
 
So begins an odyssey which turns into an adventure on the stage of European 
history featuring Shakespeare's "dark lady of the sonnets", Pushkin's African great-

grandfather, the composer Chevalier de St. Georges and other colourful characters from Europe's past. 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2005 
 
Rights previously sold: Chinese Simple (Sichuan Literature & Art Publishing House - expired) 
 

 

The Emperor’s Babe 
 

Londinium, AD 211. Zuleika is a modern girl living in an ancient world. She’s a 
back-alley firecracker, a scruffy Nubian babe with tangled hair and bare feet - and 
she’s just been married off a fat old Roman. Life as a teenage bride is no joke but 
Zeeks is a born survivor. She knows how to get by. Until one day she catches the 
eye of the most powerful man on earth, the Roman Emperor, and her trouble really 
starts... 
 
Silver-tongued and merry-eyed, this is a story in song and verse, a joyful mash-up 
of today and yesterday. Kaleidoscoping distant past and vivid present, The Emperor’s 
Babe asks what it means to be a woman and to survive in this thrilling, brutal, 
breathless world. 

 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton, 2001 
 
Praise for The Emperor’s Babe: 

✦ Winner of the Nesta Fellowship Award 2003 ✦ 

 
‘Wildly entertaining, deeply affecting’ – Ali Smith, author of How to be both and Autumn 
 
‘A riotous, racy whirl through Roman Londinium . . . Bernardine Evaristo has spun a captivating tale in 
verse.’ – The New York Times Book Review 
 
‘A heroine of ancient times for the modern age... a glittering fiction... brilliant.’ – The Times 
 
Rights previously sold: Czech (Oftis - expired), Finland, (Jonny Kniga - expired), Italy (Fandango - 
expired) 
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The High House 

by Jessie Greengrass 
 

We were insulated by our houses and our educations and our 
high street shopping centres. We had the habit of luck and 

power, and couldn’t understand that they were not our right. 
We saw that things were bad, elsewhere, but surely something 

would turn up, because didn’t it always, for us? 
 
Grandy and Sally, Caro and Paul live together in the High House. 
Inland from the sea, raised on an incline; behind it stretches an 
orchard and vegetable garden, below is the tide pool and mill. For 
now, they are protected. But despite the care and thought put into 
the creation of this sanctuary, this ark, there is no guarantee it will 

withstand the rising waters forever.  
 
With emotional precision and unflinching honesty, the award-winning author of Sight draws a nuanced yet 
familiar world, questioning the extent of parental sacrifice, and the promises contained in the very act of 
parenthood itself.  
 
A devastating and prescient novel of family, climate change and the wilful blindness that unites us all.  
 
JESSIE GREENGRASS’s first novel, Sight, was shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction and 
longlisted for the Wellcome Book Prize. Her debut story collection, An Account of the Decline of the Great Auk, 
According to One Who Saw It, won the Edge Hill Prize 2016 and a Somerset Maugham Award, and she was 
shortlisted for the PFD/Sunday Times Young Writer of the Year.  
 
UK publication date: on submission 

 

Praise for previous title, Sight: 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2018 Women’s Prize for Fiction ✦ 

✦ Longlisted for the 2019 Wellcome Book Prize ✦ 

 

‘An exceptionally accomplished debut.’ –  Observer 
 
‘The poise, intelligence and serious intent of Sight will be lauded, and rightly so. I would not be surprised to 
see it on heavyweight prize lists.’ – Sunday Times 
 
‘Exceptional . . . The prose is unsentimental, measured, breathtaking in its elegance.’ – The Spectator 
 
‘This is a first novel - an original one by a writer who clearly has considerable gifts and a serious, nuanced 
approach to individual psychology and intellectual history.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘Greengrass’s fiercely cerebral despatch from one of life’s most extraordinary rites of passage impresses 
linguistically, intellectually and emotionally.’ – Mail on Sunday 
 
A slow burning, beautifully written debut . . . accomplished and melancholic.’ – Irish Times 
 

Rights sales for Sight: UK (John Murray), US (Hogarth), China, (Beijing Fonghong Books), Germany 
(Kiepenheuer & Witsch), Italy (Bompiani), Turkey (Timas Basim Ticaret) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker  
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The Harpy 
by Megan Hunter 

 

I lift the razor and a fairy tale drop of blood rolls out from under 
the silver. The colours are the brightest I have ever seen. 

 
Lucy and Jake live in a house by a field where the sun burns like a ball of 
fire. Lucy has set her career aside in order to devote the hours of her life 
to the children, to their finely tuned routine, and to the house itself, which 
comforts her like an old, sly friend. But then a man calls one afternoon: 
his wife has been having an affair with Lucy’s husband, he wants her to 
know.  
 
The revelation marks a turning point: Lucy and Jake decide to stay 
together, but in a special arrangement designed to even the score and save 
their marriage, she will hurt him three times.   

 
As the couple submit to a delicate game of crime and punishment, Lucy herself begins to change, 
surrendering to a transformation of both mind and body from which there is no return.   
 
Told in dazzling, musical prose, The Harpy is a dark, staggering fairy tale, at once mythical and otherworldly 
and fiercely contemporary. It is a novel of love, marriage and its failures; of power, control and revenge; of 
metamorphosis and renewal.  
 

MEGAN HUNTER was born in Manchester in 1984, and studied English Literature at Sussex and 

Cambridge. Her poetry has been shortlisted for the Bridport Prize and she was a finalist for the Aesthetica 

Creative Writing Award. The End We Start From, her first novel, has been translated into seven languages, 

was shortlisted for Novel of the Year at the 2017 Books Are My Bag Readers Awards, was longlisted for 

the Aspen Words Prize and was a finalist for the Barnes & Noble Discover Prize.  
 

UK publication date: Picador – 11th June 2020 

 

Praise for The Harpy: 

‘The Harpy is brilliant. Hunter imbues the everyday with apocalyptic unease. A deeply unsettling, excellent 
read.’ – Daisy Johnson, author of Everything Under 
 
‘Sentence after sentence made my skin bump. A brilliant piece of work’ – Cynan Jones, author of The Long 
Dry 
 
‘In hungry, restless prose, Megan Hunter tears apart the seam between motherhood and the monstrous. 
She confronts the fear of female anger and asks us what happens when pain that has been swallowed 
through generations begins to rush to the surface.’ – Jessica Andrews, author of Saltwater 
 

Right sales for The Harpy: UK (Picador), US (Grove), Germany (Beck), Spain (Vegueta Ediciones) 
 

Right sales for The End We Start From: UK (Picador), US (Grove), France (Gallimard), Germany 

(Beck), Holland (Hollands Diep), Italy (Guanda), Portugal (20/20 Editora), Spain (Vegueta Ediciones), 

Turkey (Yapi Kredi) 

 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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How We Are Translated 

by Jess Johannesson 
 

There’s only a wrinkle of bedding between us and, right now, only 
the sound of foot soles against fabric coming through, which is 

suspicious because it sounds so much like another ‘normal’. 
 
Over the course of six summer days, two young lovers are forced to 
negotiate the possibility of their future in the wake of their pasts.  
 
Kristin, a Swedish graduate living in Edinburgh, is ten-weeks pregnant 
but unsure of her feelings toward motherhood. She comes home to find 
her Scottish boyfriend Ciaran has isolated himself in their flat. He refuses 
to leave, or to speak anything but Swedish – believing only total 
immersion will prepare him for a life with a bilingual child. 

 
Adopted from Brazil at an early age, Ciaran lost his own mother tongue and is determined not to fail his 
child the same way. Surrounded by Post-it notes in Swedish on every object in the flat, Kristin is furious at 
Ciaran’s abandonment of their shared life and language at such a critical time, and begins to write letters to 
him. In her second language, she writes about her relationship to her first – and to Ciaran – in an attempt 
to find a meaningful way forward. 
 
Intimate and funny, serious and sad, How We Are Translated explores the power and fetishization of culture, 
how we can be different people in different languages, and how those we love make us who we are.  

 

JESSICA GAITAN JOHANNESSON grew up with two first languages (Spanish and Swedish) and now 

writes in a third. She is a bookseller at Mr B’s in Bath and an activist, working for urgent action on the 

climate and ecological crisis. 
 

UK publication date: Scribe – Spring 2021 

 

Rights sales for How We Are Translated: UK (Scribe) 
 

Agent: Lisa Baker  
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Sisters 
by Daisy Johnson 

 
The electrifying new novel from the youngest-ever author to be 

shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize. 
 
Something unspeakable has happened to sisters July and September. 

 
Desperate for a fresh start, their mother Sheela moves them across the 
country to an old family house that has a troubled life of its own. Noises 
come from behind the walls. Lights flicker of their own accord. The dank 
basement, where July and September once made a blood promise to each 
other, is deeply disquieting. 
 
In their new, unsettling surroundings, July finds that the fierce bond she’s 

always had with September is beginning to change in ways she cannot understand. 
 
Taut, transfixing and profoundly moving, Sisters explodes with the fury and joy of adolescence. It is a story 
of sibling love and sibling envy to rival Shirley Jackson and Stephen King. With Sisters, Daisy Johnson 
confirms her standing among the most inventive and exciting young writers at work today. 
 

UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – 2nd July 2020  

 

Praise for Sisters: 
‘A short, sharp explosion of a gothic thriller whose tension ratchets up and up to an ending of extraordinary 
lyricism and virtuosity.’ – Guardian, ‘Fiction to look out for in 2020’  
 
‘Bold and tender. There is a physicality to its spell, muttered sometimes, sometimes screamed: we can empty 
of ourselves and become an object, while objects can flush with life … We need to stop talking 
about Daisy Johnson as a young writer. She is a profound writer. Nothing she writes has any charming 
naivety of youth. She knows how things work and she has the talent and the respect for the talent to be 
careful and powerful with the way she writes.’ – Cynan Jones, author of The Dig 
 
‘This is a novel we don’t so much read as wade through with our hands outstretched and our eyes clamped 
shut, holding our breath ‘til morning.’ – Sue Rainsford, author of Follow Me To Ground 
 

Praise for previous title, Everything Under: 

✦ Shortlisted for the 2018 Man Booker Prize ✦ A New York Times notable book ✦ 

✦ Longlisted for the 2019 Desmond Elliot Prize ✦ Blackwell’s Book of the Year ✦ 

 

Rights sales for Sisters: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Riverhead), Arabic (Al Mada), China (Shanghai 
Literature and Art), France (Stock), Germany (BTB), Italy (Fazi), Netherlands (Koppernik), Poland (Swiat 
Ksiazki), Russia (Eksmo); Film and TV Rights: Element Films and BBC Films 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Nightingale 
by Marina Kemp 

 
A moving and masterful novel about sex, death, passion and 

prejudice in a sleepy village in the south of France. 
 
Marguerite Demers is twenty-five when she leaves Paris for the sleepy 
southern village of Saint Sulpice to take up a job as a live-in nurse. Her 
charge is Jerome Lanvier – once one of the most powerful men in the 
village, now dying alone in his large and secluded house surrounded by 
rambling neglected gardens. Manipulative and tyrannical, Jerome has 
scared away all of his previous caretakers. 

 
It's not long before the villagers have formed opinions of Marguerite. 

Brigitte Brochon, pillar of the community and local busybody, finds her arrogant and mysterious and is 
desperate to find a reason to have her fired. Glamorous outsider Suki Lacourse sees Marguerite as an ally 
in a sea of small-minded provincialism. Local farmer Henri Brochon, husband of Brigitte, feels sorry for 
her and wants to protect her from the villagers’ intrusive gossip and speculation, but Henri has a secret of 
his own that would scandalize his neighbours, if only they knew. The sudden arrival of Jerome’s three sons 
will upend the rhythm of their days, changing their lives forever. 
 
Set among the lush fields and olive groves of southern France, and written in clear prose of luminous 
beauty, Marguerite is an unforgettable novel that traces the ways in which guilt can be transformed, and how 
people can unexpectedly find a sense of redemption. 

 

MARINA KEMP was born in London, where she lives now with her husband and daughter.  She studied 
Classics at Oxford University, and Creative Writing at Goldsmiths. Nightingale is her first novel. 

 

UK publication date: Fourth Estate – 6th February 2020  
 
Praise for Nightingale: 
‘Nightingale is a deft debut; gritty, unsentimental but deeply moving, aglow with compassion.’ – The Guardian 
 
‘This is a book with plenty of life and passion in it... a rollercoaster of a read with serious intent.’ – The Times 
  
‘Kemp writes with a careful restraint that makes the emotional explosions all the more powerful when they 
come.’ – Kirkus, starred review 
 
‘[A] stellar debut…Precise, distinctive prose… and well-drawn characters make this satisfying tale all the 
more memorable. Expect Kemp to make a big splash.’ – Publishers Weekly, Starred review 
 
‘[A] moody, suspenseful, and altogether absorbing debut.’ – Booklist 
 
‘Secrets and lies, despair and rebirth as a patriarch dies in rural France. An exquisitely-observed debut from 
a writer to watch.’ – Francis Spufford, author of Golden Hill 
 

Rights sales for Nightingale: UK (Fourth Estate), US (Viking) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Isabelle in the Afternoon 
by Douglas Kennedy 

 
Before Isabelle I knew nothing of sex. 

Before Isabelle I knew nothing of freedom. 
Before Isabelle I knew nothing of life. 

 

Paris in the early Seventies. Sam, an American student, meets a woman in 

a bookshop. Isabelle is enigmatic, beautiful, older and unlike Sam, 

experienced in love's many contradictions. Sam is instantly smitten, but 

wary of the wedding ring on her finger. 

 

What begins as a regular arrangement in Isabelle’s tiny Parisian apartment, 

transforms into a true affair of the heart which lasts for decades to come. 

 

Isabelle in the Afternoon is a novel that questions what we seek, what we find, what we settle for – and shows 

how love, when not lived day in, day out, can become the passion of a lifetime. 

 

DOUGLAS KENNEDY’s previous novels include the critically-acclaimed bestsellers The Big Picture, The 

Pursuit of Happiness and The Moment. He is also the author of three highly-praised travel books. The Big 

Picture was filmed with Romain Duris and Catherine Deneuve; The Woman in the Fifth with Ethan Hawke 

and Kristen Scott Thomas. His work has been translated into twenty-two languages. In 2007 he was 

awarded the French decoration of Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, and in 2009 the inaugural Grand 
Prix de Figaro.  

 
UK publication date: Hutchinson – 9th January 2020 
 

Praise for Isabelle in the Afternoon: 

‘The absolute master of love stories with heart-stopping twists.’ – The Times 
 
‘Kennedy is skilled at zigzag plotting, blending domestic twists with turns created by global affairs.’  
– Observer 
 
‘Isabelle in the Afternoon is a devastatingly stunning novel...It is a very sensual tale portraying the intensity of 
a love, the ferocity of a passion filled with loss and regret. Emotional, poignant, intoxicating, beautiful.’ 
– Swirl and Thread 
 
‘[A] touching exploration of passion untested by domesticity.’ – Mail On Sunday 
 
‘Beautifully written [...] will resonate with anyone who's ever been in love.’ – Heat Magazine 
 
Rights sales for Isabelle in the Afternoon:  UK (Hutchinson), Bulgaria (Colibri), France (Belfond), 
Korea (Balgunsesang), Spain (Arpa) 
 
Agent: Antony Harwood 
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Highway Blue 
by Ailsa McFarlane 

 
A road trip. A love story. A tale of discovery; a luminous fever 
dream disguised as pulp fiction. Introducing an electrifyingly 

singular and brilliant new voice, with all the power and grace of 
a latter-day Denis Johnson or Joan Didion. 

 
Anne-Marie lives in San Padua, working bars by night and walking 
dogs by day in order to make ends meet. In the gaps between, she tries 
to forget her husband Cal, who walked out on her a year after their 
impulsive marriage. One day, like a trick of the light, Cal shows up at 
her doorstep. And when a violent ambush hurls the two of them 
cross-country on the road to the coast, Highway Blue becomes the story 
of their search for salvation.  

 
On their odyssey along the darker seams of the country – from sweaty motel rooms to border towns and 
darkened parking lots – Anne-Marie sifts through the consequences of their crime. But Highway Blue is also 
the story of love, in all its broken forms, and how the pursuit of love is, in turn, a road to redemption.  
 
Set against an invented, mythic American landscape, and written in spare, blazing prose, this is a novel of 
tragedy and transcendence, of being lost and found.  
 
AILSA MCFARLANE was born in Seattle, Washington, and grew up in Snowdonia. After leaving school, 
she briefly attended the University of Liverpool School of Veterinary Science before dropping out a few 
months later to go travelling in the States. On her return to Europe, she spent time in Austria, Italy, France 
and Spain, and went on to begin a philosophy degree at Exeter University in September 2018. She is 
currently based in North Cornwall.  
 
UK publication date: Harvill Secker – May 2021 
  
Rights sales for Highway Blue: UK (Harvill Secker), US (Hogarth) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson  
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Castles from Cobwebs 
by Juliana Mensah 

 

✦ Winner of the inaugural NorthBound Book Award 2019 ✦ 
 

The baby lies naked in the snow, doughy brown arms and legs 
jostling with an unseen playmate. It is dawn, on a day of 

brilliant light. Besides our foundling, no one stirs. 
 
On a morning walk outside her convent on a remote Northumbrian 
island, Reverend Mother Michaela Maria finds an abandoned 
Ghanaian baby, only weeks old, and brings her back to the convent to 
be raised by the nuns. She names her Imani. 
 

Imani’s growing sense of displacement is eased when she turns six by the appearance of an imaginary best 
friend. ‘Amarie’, as she calls herself, is brazen and tempestuous, but the nuns cannot, or will not, admit to 
her presence, leaving Imani to take the blame for the more disruptive of her spirit-friend’s actions.  
 
Then, at 17, Imani answers a phone call at the convent that will change her life: her family in Ghana has 
discovered her existence, and she is being called to return to Accra after the sudden death of her biological 
mother. But on arrival she is shocked to discover that Amarie has disappeared. 
 
Past, present, faith, folklore and reality are intricately threaded as Imani navigates her heritage and 
fragmented history in her search for selfhood. 
 
JULIANA MENSAH is a British writer of Ghanaian heritage. She has written for theatre with a focus on 
human rights narratives and the testimonies of survivors and she was Leverhulme Artist in Residence at 
the Centre for Applied Human Rights at the University of York. Juliana holds a PhD in Literature and 
Creative Writing from Newcastle University. Castles from Cobwebs, Juliana’s first novel, won the NorthBound 
Book Award in 2019. 
 

UK publication date: Saraband – January 2021  

 

Rights sales for Castles from Cobwebs: UK (Saraband) 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 
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The Anthill 

by Julianne Pachico 
 

In the end, it’s much easier to not look at the screaming feeling. 
To not examine it. Better to just keep on rushing on... 

 
Lina has come home to the country of her childhood. Sent away from 
Colombia to England after her mother's death twenty years before, she’s 
searching for the one person who can tell her about their shared past. She’s 
never forgotten Matty – her childhood friend and protector who now runs 
The Anthill, a day care refuge for the street kids of Medellín.  
 
Lina begins volunteering there, but her reunion with Matty is not what she 
hoped for. She no longer recognizes Medellin, now rebranded as a tourist 

destination, nor the person Matty has become: a guarded man uninterested in reliving the past she thought 
they both cherished. 
 
As Lina begins to confront her memories and the country’s traumatic history, strange happenings start 
taking place at The Anthill: something is violently scratching at the inside of the closet door, the kids are 
drawing unsettling pictures, and there are mysterious sightings of a small, dirty boy with pointy teeth. Is 
this a vision of the boy Lina once knew, or something more sinister? Did she bring these disturbances with 
her? And what will her search for atonement cost Matty? 
 
JULIANNE PACHICO was born in 1985 in Cambridge and grew up in Cali, Colombia. She is a graduate 
of both the MA and PhD in Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia, where she currently teaches 
on the Creative Writing MA. She is the only writer to have two stories in the 2015 anthology of the Best 
British Short Stories, and her short fiction has been published by The New Yorker among other publications. 
In 2017 Pachico was shortlisted for the Sunday Times/Peters Fraser + Dunlop Young Writer of the Year 
Award. 
 
UK publication date:  Faber – 20th May 2020 
 
Praise for The Anthill:  
‘Pachico’s … second book continues to assert the young author’s mastery of her chosen landscape …        
[A] pitch-perfect rendering of Medellín’s many voices as they seek to reconcile their pasts with their futures. 
A jarring book that thrives on its many contradictions.’ – Kirkus 

  

‘Julianne Pachico is a truly gifted and distinctive storyteller who takes the reader from the haunting 
wilderness of childhood through to the stranded, guilt-wracked tumult of the present. Brilliant and 
feverishly imaginative, The Anthill is a must-read for anyone who has ever missed someone or felt out of 
place. (Anyone with a heart, basically.)’ – Sharlene Teo, author of Ponti 
 

‘The Anthill is by turns profound and freewheeling, powerful and funny. Like a surreal, contorted game of 
hide and seek, with darkness at its centre, Julianne Pachico’s novel is seriously impressive.’ – Claire Adam, 
author of Golden Child 
 
Rights sales for The Anthill: UK (Faber), US (Doubleday), Spanish (Planeta Colombia) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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English Monsters 

by James Scudamore 
 
A timely and important novel that marks the spectacular return of 

Booker-longlisted author James Scudamore. 
 
It’s 1986, and the worldly, confident Max Denyer is ten years old when his 
expatriate parents send him back to England to board at ‘the school on the 
hill’, an isolated institution staffed by misfits ― all of them eccentric, some 
of them violent. Fortified by the care and counsel of his beloved 
grandfather, who lives painfully close by, Max must reinvent himself to 
navigate the school’s arbitrary rules and savage customs. 
 

By his early twenties, Max has entered a period of drifting that will continue well into adulthood, and his 
years at the school have become a well-polished chapter of the story he tells about himself. But when he 
falls back in with old classmates, he discovers that his memories of the place are not the only version of 
their shared past. In the years that follow, Max’s life and those of his friends will become ever more 
entwined as they face the evolving consequences of their experience. 
 
Here is a story about bonds between men and boys, both nurturing and devastatingly harmful. It is a 
chronicle of what happens when care is outsourced in the name of building resilience and character.   

 
JAMES SCUDAMORE is the author of the novels Wreaking, Heliopolis, and The Amnesia Clinic. He has 
received the 2007 Somerset Maugham Award and been nominated for the Costa First Novel Award, the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, the Dylan Thomas Prize and the Man Booker Prize. 
 
UK publication date:  Jonathan Cape – 5th March 2020 
 
Praise for English Monsters: 
‘James Scudamore is now a force in the English novel, his voice calm and assured. English Monsters is a 
psychologically astute as a study of collusion and denial, and effective as a picture of time and class; but it 
has wider reach, as a story about the limits of empathy, the ease of retribution and the difficulty of justice.’ 
– Hilary Mantel, Booker Prize winning author of Wolf Hall 
 
‘English Monsters is a very impressive novel. Scudamore lightly, deftly conjures the closed world of an 
institution in which the men who spin the boys’ future are both magicians and monsters. The damage of 
patriarchy plays down the generations, its story told by a young outsider who more or less got away.’  
– Sarah Moss, author of Ghost Wall 
 
‘English Monsters has the pace and intensity of the best kind of thriller, married to an almost unbearable 
poignancy. I’ve never read a novel as good and wise on trauma as it moves through the generations, but 
with such a light touch. There are moments in it that will stay with me forever.’  – Evie Wyld, author of The 
Bass Rock 
 
Rights sales for English Monsters: UK & Commonwealth (Jonathan Cape), France (Delcourt), Germany 
(Hanserblau)  
 
Rights sales for previous title, Wreaking: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (WF Howes), France (Editions Stock)  
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Sandpit 

by Nicholas Shakespeare 
 

In the tradition of John Le Carré, The Sandpit is an elegantly 

constructed, morally complex and wholly satisfying spy novel. 
 
When John Dyer returns to Oxford from Brazil with his young son, he 
doesn’t expect to find them both in danger. Every day is the same. He 
drops Leandro at his smart prep school and walks to the library to 
research his new book. His time living on the edge as a foreign 
correspondent in Rio is over. 

 
But the rainy streets of this English city turn out to be just as treacherous 
as those he used to walk in the favelas. Leandro’s schoolmates are the 

children of influential people, among them an international banker, a Russian oligarch, an American CIA 
operative and a British spook. As they congregate round the sports field for the weekly football matches, 
the network of alliances and covert interests that spreads between these power brokers soon becomes clear 
to Dyer. But it is a chance conversation with an Iranian nuclear scientist, Rustum Marvar, father of a friend 
of Leandro, that sets him onto a truly precarious path. 
 
When Marvar and his son disappear, several sinister factions seem acutely interested in Marvar’s 
groundbreaking research at the Clarendon Lab, and what he might have told Dyer about it, given Dyer was 
the last person to see Marvar alive. 
 
NICHOLAS SHAKESPEARE was born in Worcester in 1957 and grew up in the Far East and Latin 

America. He is a prize-winning novelist and biographer. His novels have been translated into twenty 

languages. They include The Vision of Elena Silves, winner of the Somerset Maugham Award and The Dancer 

Upstairs, which in 2001 was made into a film of the same name directed by John Malkovich.  

 
UK publication date: Harvill Secker – July 2020 
 
Praise for Nicholas Shakespeare: 

‘A remarkable contemporary thriller – with shades of Graham Greene and Le Carré about it – but also a 
profound and compelling investigation of a hugely complex human predicament. Brilliantly observed, 

captivatingly written, grippingly narrated – a triumph.’ – William Boyd on The Sandpit 
 

‘One of our best and truest novelists.’ – The Times 

 

‘Enviably good…A writer who possesses real heart and flair.’ – Louis de Bernières in Sunday Times 

 

‘Elegant metaphors, striking insights, eidetic settings and sensitive renditions of character - Shakespeare's 

writing is of a high order. Impressive.’ – Time Out 

 
Rights sales for The Sandpit: UK (Harvill), Germany (Hoffmann & Campe) 
 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Honeybee 
by Craig Silvey 

 

The new novel from the internationally bestselling and prize-
winning author of Jasper Jones. 

 
An unlikely friendship develops between an old man, Vic, and a young 
teenager, Sam, when they encounter each other late one night on a traffic 
overpass in the city of Perth, a bridge from which they both intend to 
end their lives. Sam has gender dysphoria, and on the night of his 
attempted suicide, is battered and bruised after his mother’s boyfriend 
Steve found him online chatting to an older man, dressed in women’s 
clothing and wearing makeup.  
 
Inspired by a real event, Honeybee is a moving and life-affirming coming 

of age and coming out story, about a boy discovering how to realise his true identity and the people who 
help him on that journey. 
 
CRAIG SILVEY is also a screenwriter and adapted Jasper Jones for the successful theatrically released film 
(starring Hugo Weaving and Toni Collette). He has several other films currently in development. Jasper Jones 
has sold 600,000 copies to date worldwide and is published in over a dozen territories, winning plaudits in 
three continents, including an International Dublin Literary Award shortlisting, a prestigious Michael J. 
Printz Award Honor, and a Miles Franklin Literary Award Shortlisting.  

 

Publication date: Allen and Unwin, Australia – October 2020 

 
Praise for previous title, Jasper Jones:  
‘Catcher in the Rye meets To Kill a Mockingbird in a novel that confronts racism, injustice, friendship and the 
tenderness of first love - as seen by bookish, guileless, 13-year-old Charlie Bucktin, led astray by the 
intriguing, dangerous eponymous outcast, Jasper Jones.’ – Easy Living 
 
‘Terrific...this is an enthralling novel that invites comparison with Mark Twain and isn't found wanting. 
Silvey is able to switch the mood from the tragic to the hilarious in an instant.’ – Mail on Sunday 
 
‘A finely crafted novel that deals with friendship, racism and social ostracism... Saluting To Kill a 
Mockingbird and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Silvey movingly explores the stifling secrets that lurk 
behind the most ordinary of facades.’ – Marie Claire 
 
‘Jasper Jones is a well-paced, eminently readable bildungsroman... The exultation contained in the description 
of a cricket game featuring Charlie's irrepressible best friend is enough alone to earn this book sentimental-
classic status.’ – The Monthly 
 
‘Impossible to put down ... There's tension, injustice, young love, hypocrisy ... and, above all, the certainty 
that Silvey has planted himself in the landscape as one of our finest storytellers.’  – Australian Women’s Weekly 
 
Rights sales for Jasper Jones: Brazil (Intrinseca), Germany (Rowohlt), Israel (Modan), Turkey (Marti 
Yayin Grubu) 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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Viral 

by Matthew Sperling 
 

If it’s not broken, break it. 
 
Meet Ned and Alice, budding entrepreneurs with a delightfully demagnetised 
moral compass. 
 
It’s 2015 in Berlin, and the pair are hoping to make their fortunes from social 
media marketing start-up, The Thing Factory. With a talented young team 
around them they try to crack the secrets of online influence, while enjoying 
the charms of ex-pat life and navigating their shifting relationship as business 
partners. 
 
But Ned is restless and unhappy at his lack of control over the operation 

and Alice is starting to wonder whether the company would be better off without him. When Ned launches 
a new app that he hopes will ‘Uberize’ the sex work industry, events take a dangerous turn: Ned has 
disturbed a substructure of the city he hadn’t counted on and is being increasingly drawn into a murky 
world of organised crime and high finance. Suddenly Berlin is no longer the utopia Ned and Alice had 
imagined. 
 
With echoes of Patricia Highsmith and Liane Moriarty, Viral is a clever and nimble commentary on power 
and control, the lengths people will go to acquire both, and what is at stake when personality and sex are 
mere commodities.   

  
MATTHEW SPERLING is a lecturer in English Literature at UCL. His first novel, Astroturf, was published 
by riverrun in 2017. 

 
UK publication date: riverrun – 14th May 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, Astroturf:  
‘A brawn cocktail that nails the zeitgeist.’ – Irish Times 
 
‘I loved Matthew Sperling’s sly, subversive novel, a wickedly funny tale of how to come out on top in a fake 
news world.’ – Olivia Laing 
 
‘Outrageous, sexy and funny. Sperling writes with the caustic economy of Waugh or Spark, but his 
characters have more heart, including the sock-puppets.’ – Luke Kennard 
 
‘A tale about steroids which seems to be on steroids itself: sleek, muscular and just slightly too real.’ – Kate 
Clanchy 
 
Rights sales for Astroturf: riverrun (UK); Film and TV Rights: RAY 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 
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Pine 

by Francine Toon 
 
They are driving home from the search party when they see her. The 

trees are coarse and tall in the winter light, standing like men. 
 
Lauren and her father Niall live alone in the Highlands, in a small village 
surrounded by pine forest. When a woman stumbles out onto the road one 
Halloween night, Niall drives her back to their house in his pickup. In the 
morning, she’s gone. 
 
In a community where daughters rebel, men quietly rage, and drinking is a 
means of forgetting, mysteries like these are not out of the ordinary. The 
trapper found hanging with dead animals for two weeks. Locked doors and 
stone circles. The disappearance of Lauren’s mother a decade ago. 

 
Lauren looks for answers in her tarot cards, hoping she might one day be able to read her father’s turbulent 
mind. Neighbours know more than they let on, but when local teenager Ann-Marie goes missing it’s no 
longer clear who she can trust.  
 
In spare, haunting prose, Francine Toon creates an unshakeable atmosphere of desolation and dread. In a 
place that feels like the end of the world, she unites the gloom of the modern gothic with the pulse of a 
thriller. It is the perfect novel for our haunted times. 
 
FRANCINE TOON grew up in Sutherland and Fife, Scotland. Her poetry, written as Francine Elena, has 
appeared in The Sunday Times, The Best British Poetry 2013 and 2015 anthologies (Salt) and Poetry London, among 
other places. Pine was longlisted for the Deborah Rogers Foundation Writers Award. She lives in London 
and is an editor at Sceptre. 
 
UK publication date: Doubleday – 23rd January 2020 
 
Praise for Pine: 
‘A literary gothic thriller to chill the marrow.’ – Guardian  
 
‘[A] pacey horror-tinged novel ... Even with the strange and supernatural goings-on in the woods, it’s the 
rage and grief and darkness of grown-ups that’s the biggest mystery of all.’ – Telegraph, Best First Novels of 
2020 
 
‘Pristine prose…As gripping as any boxset’ – Sunday Times Scotland 
 
‘[A] simmering gothic thriller’ – Daily Mail 
 
‘An evocative read which will keep you guessing’ – Sunday Independent 
 
‘Splicing small-town domestic drama with grisly mystery and occult thrills, it’s a cleverly crafted debut.’ – 
Metro 
 
‘Pine is a thrill of a book.’ - i-D 
 
Rights sales for Pine: UK (Doubleday), Russia (Clever Media Group) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
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Permission 

by Saskia Vogel 
 

A raw, fresh, haunting, emotionally and sexually honest literary 
debut. 

When Echo’s father gets swept away by a freak current off the Los Angeles 
coast, she finds herself sinking into a complete state of paralysis. With no 
true friends and a troubled relationship with her mother, the failed young 
actress attempts to seek solace in the best way she knows: by losing herself 
in the lives of strangers.  
 
When, by chance, Echo meets a dominatrix called Orly, it finally feels like 
she might have found someone who will be nurturing and treasure her for 
who she is. But Orly’s fifty-something houseboy, Piggy, isn't quite ready to 

let someone else share the intimate relationship he's worked so hard to form with his mistress. 
 
Permission is a love story about people who are sick with dreams and expectations and turn to the erotic for 
comfort and cure. As they stumble through the landscape of desire, they are in a desperate search for the 
answer to that sacred question: how do I want to be loved? 
 
SASKIA VOGEL is a writer and literary translator from Los Angeles, California. She has written on the 
themes of gender, power, and sexuality for publications such as Granta, The White Review, Sight&Sound, 
and The Quietus. Her translations include work by leading Swedish authors including Katrine Marçal, 
Karolina Ramqvist, and Rut Hillarp. She lives in Berlin. 
 
UK publication date: Dialogue Books – March 2019 
 
Praise for Permission: 

✦Longlisted for the Believer Book Award for Fiction 2020✦ 

✦A New York Times New and Noteworthy book✦ 
 
‘A subtle and emotionally capricious novel.’ – Guardian  
 
‘Mature and self-assured from the first line to the last, Permission is sometimes a dark read. But it possesses 
an unshowy beauty, suggesting Vogel is a gleaming new talent.’ – Observer  
 
‘Vogel brings a unique take to the subject in Permission. She is a gifted writer who can make any topic 
interesting.’ – Irish Times 
 
‘In Saskia Vogel's debut novel, Permission, desire is explored in its rich entirety and complexity.’ – Times 
Literary Supplement  
 
‘Vogel’s writing is beauty in motion.’ – Stylist 
 
‘[A] daring and thoughtful study of love, loss, and pain.’ – Publishers Weekly 
 
Rights sales for Permission: UK (Dialogue), US (Coach House), Germany (Secession), Italy 

(Safará Editore), Spain (Alfa Decay), Sweden (Mondial) 

 

Agent: Lisa Baker 
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In the Crypt with a Candlestick 

by Daisy Waugh 
 

A country house murder mystery series complete with stiff upper 
lips, even stiffer drinks and a few stiffs to be merrily brushed under 

the ancestral carpet. 
 
Sir Ecgbert Tode of Tode Hall has survived to a grand old age – much to 
the horror of his wife Emma, Lady Tode – but at ninety-three years old he 
shuffles reluctantly off the mortal coil.  
 
Emma, tired of being the dutiful Lady of the House, wants to leave the 
country to spend her remaining years in Capri. Her three children, who she 
loves dearly (not really), are unable (either too mad, too lefty or too entirely 

unwilling to leave their young wife in Australia) to take on the mantle of managing the house, so it passes 
to a distant relative and his glamorous wife.  
 
Not long after the new owners take over, Lady Tode is found dead in the mausoleum. Accident? Or is there 
more going on behind the scenes of Tode Hall than an outsider would ever guess….? 
 
In the traditions of two great but very different British writers, Agatha Christie and P.G. Wodehouse, Daisy 
Waugh has written a hilarious and entirely original comic crime novel, a twenty-first century take on that 
most classic of genres, the Country House Murder... 
 
DAISY WAUGH has published eight novels, an irritable commentary on the madness of modern 
motherhood and a travelogue about her life as a teacher in Northern Kenya. She has written weekly columns 
for several newspapers and magazines including the Sunday Times, The Times, Standpoint, the Sunday 
Independent, the Sunday Express and the Indy. As well as writing, she has worked as an agony aunt, and a Tarot 
reader.  
 
UK publication date: Piatkus – 20th February 2020  
 
Praise for In the Crypt with a Candlestick:  
‘Many jokes, good characterisation, entertaining satire and a neat resolution to the murder mystery make 
this novel a perfect antidote to wintry gloom.’ – Literary Review 
 
‘It’s sharp, funny and just the right amount of farcical – the best sort of murder mystery.’ – Tatler Online 
 
‘An effervescent madcap whodunit.’ – Metro 
 
 ‘For people who don’t mind a little of the supernatural in their murder mysteries, this is a marvellous 
rollicking read with brilliantly drawn characters. I finished it within 24 hours.’ – Mary Killen, author of The 
Diary of Two Nobodies 
 
‘An irresistible, high-camp crime caper - deliciously entertaining.’ – Andrew Wilson 
 
‘In the Crypt with a Candlestick fizzles and crackles and sparkles.’ – Elizabeth Buchan 
 
Rights sales for In the Crypt with a Candlestick: UK (Piatkus), Germany (Goldmann) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Bass Rock 

by Evie Wyld 

The more I looked the more I saw, and peeking 
through the gaps between the white fingers was an eye that 
seemed to look back at me, that seemed to know something 
about me and to ask a question and give an answer. In the 
memory, which is a child’s memory and unreliable, the eye 

blinks. 
 
Surging out of the sea, the Bass Rock has for centuries watched over the lives 
that pass under its shadow on the Scottish mainland. And across the 
centuries the fates of three women are linked: to this place, to each other. 
 

In the early 1700s, Sarah, accused of being a witch, flees for her life. In the aftermath of the Second World 
War, Ruth navigates a new house, a new husband and the strange waters of the local community. Six decades 
later, the house stands empty. Viv, mourning the death of her father, catalogues Ruth’s belongings and 
discovers her place in the past – and perhaps a way forward. 
 
Each woman’s choices are circumscribed, in ways big and small, by the men in their lives. But in sisterhood 
there is the hope of survival and new life. Intricately crafted and compulsively readable, The Bass Rock burns 
bright with anger and love. 
 
EVIE WYLD is the author of After the Fire, A Still Small Voice, which was shortlisted for the Impac Prize, 
the Orange Award for New Writers and the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, and awarded the John Llewellyn 
Rhys Prize, and All The Birds, Singing, which was awarded the Miles Franklin Award, the Encore Award, the 
Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Award, shortlisted for the Costa Novel Prize and the James Tait Black 
Memorial Prize, and longlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction. She lives in Peckham, London, where 
she runs the Review Bookshop. 
 
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – 26th March 2020  
 
Praise for The Bass Rock:  
‘A modern gothic triumph. Spectacularly well-observed, profoundly disquieting and utterly riveting. Like 
all Evie Wyld’s work it is startlingly insightful about psychological and physical abuse. It is a haunting, 
masterful novel.’ – Max Porter, author of Lanny 
 
‘A multi-layered masterpiece; vivid, chilling, leaping jubilantly through space and time, it’s a jaw dropping 
novel that confirms Wyld as one of our most gifted young writers.’ – Observer 
 
Rights sales for The Bass Rock: Australia (Vintage), Brazil (Dark Side), Finland (Tammi), France (Actes 
Sud), Germany (Rowohlt), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Norway (Strawberry), UK (Jonathan Cape), US 
(Pantheon) 
 
Rights sales for previous title, All The Birds, Singing: Albania (Morava), Arabic (Masciliana), Armenia 
(Kyurkchyan Publishing), Brazil (Dark Side), Bulgaria (Persei), Croatia (Naklava Ljevak), Czech Republic 
(Dobrokvsky), Finland (Tammi), France (Actes Sud), Georgia (Agora), Holland (De Geus), Hungary 
(Metropolis Media), Iceland (Bokautgafan Bjartur), Italy (Safara), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Macedonia (Bata 
Press), Portugal (Jacarandá Editora), Russia (MIR), Serbia (Dereta), Slovenia (KUD), Spain (Atico), Turkey 
(Yabanci) UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Pantheon); Film and TV Rights: Capa Pictures and Asylum Giant 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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 Flèche 

by Mary Jean Chan 
 

✦ Winner of the 2019 Costa Poetry Prize ✦ 
 

Flèche (the French word for ‘arrow’) is an offensive technique commonly 
used in fencing, a sport of Mary Jean Chan’s young adult years, when she 
competed locally and internationally for her home city, Hong Kong. This 
cross-linguistic pun presents the queer, non-white body as both vulnerable 
(‘flesh’) and weaponised (‘flèche’), and evokes the difficulties of reconciling 
one's need for safety alongside the desire to shed one's protective armour 
in order to fully embrace the world. 
 
Central to the collection is the figure of the poet’s mother, whose 

fragmented memories of political turmoil in twentieth-century China are sensitively threaded through the 
book in an eight-part poetic sequence, combined with recollections from Chan’s childhood. As complex 
themes of multilingualism, queerness, psychoanalysis and cultural history emerge, so too does a richly 
imagined personal, maternal and national biography. The result is a series of poems that feel urgent and 
true, dazzling and devastating by turns. 
 
MARY JEAN CHAN is a London-based poet, lecturer and editor from Hong Kong. Her debut poetry 
collection, Flèche (Faber & Faber), is the winner of the 2019 Costa Book Award for Poetry. Flèche is currently 
on the longlist for the 2020 Dylan Thomas Prize, as well as the John Pollard Poetry Prize. Chan has twice 
been shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best Single Poem, and is the recipient of a 2019 Eric Gregory 
Award and the 2018 Poetry Society Geoffrey Dearmer Prize. Chan currently lectures in Creative Writing at 
Oxford Brookes University. 
 
UK publication date: Faber – July 2019 
 
Praise for Flèche: 

✦Shortlisted for the John Pollard Poetry Prize✦ 

✦Longlisted for the Dylan Thomas Prize✦ 

 ✦A Guardian Book of the Year✦ 
 
‘Sparkling and vulnerable . . . the arrival of an essential new voice.’ – Sarah Howe 
 
‘Heartbreaking and breathtaking poems . . . beautifully composed on every page.’ – Diva Magazine 
 
‘Flèche is an extraordinary, brilliant and searing collection, its smouldering ardour beautifully governed by 
formal rigour and literary excellence.’ – Bidisha 
 
‘Chan is an assured writer in many forms. Her art is both fastidious and direct.’ – Alison Brackenbury 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
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Rabbit 

by Sophie Robinson 

 
The long-awaited third collection from one of the UK’s finest, most 

virtuosic of modern lyric poets. 
 
These poems take the reader on surprising journeys of healing, hard-won 
amid personal and social vicissitudes – including triumph over addiction, and 
alcoholism – and open spaces in which to share in emotional, quasi-spiritual 
transcendence despite. Who could ask for more?  
 
SOPHIE ROBINSON teaches Creative Writing at the University of East 

Anglia and is the author of A and The Institute of Our Love in Disrepair. Recent work has appeared in n+1, The 
White Review, Poetry Review, The Brooklyn Rail, Ploughshares, BOMB Magazine, and Granta. 
 
UK publication date: Boiler House Press – November 2018 
 
Praise for Rabbit: 

✦Chosen for the PBS Wild Card Choice for Winter, 2018✦ 
 

‘If you read one book of poems this year, let it be this’ – CA Conrad, author of While Standing in Line for 
Death 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 
  

https://www.poetrybooks.co.uk/blogs/news/announcing-the-winter-selections
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Rebel Cell 

Cancer, Evolution and the New Science of Life 

by Kat Arney 
 

We get cancer because we can’t not get it. And it gets us in the end 
because it evolves in the same way that all species do. Cancer is a 

bug in the system of life itself. 
 
Cancer has always been with us. It killed our hominid ancestors, the 
mammals they evolved from and the dinosaurs that trampled the ground 
before that. Tumours grow in pets, livestock and wild animals. Even tiny 
jelly-like Hydra – creatures that are little more than a tube full of water – 
can get cancer. Paradoxically, many of us think of cancer as a 
contemporary killer, a disease of our own making caused by our modern 

lifestyles. But that’s not true. Although it might be rare in many species, cancer is the enemy lurking within 
almost every living creature.  
 
Cancer starts when cells revolt, throwing off their molecular shackles, and growing and dividing out of 
control in a shambolic mockery of normal life. This is why we can’t avoid cancer: because the very genes 
that drive it are essential for life itself. The revolution has raged, on and off, for millions of years. But it was 
only in the twentieth century that doctors and scientists made any significant progress in understanding and 
treating cancer, and it’s only in the past few decades that we’ve finally begun to kick the mob’s malignant 
arse. Now the game is changing. Scientists have infiltrated cancer’s cellular rebellion and are finally learning 
its secrets. 
 
Geneticist and science writer Kat Arney takes the reader back to the dawn of life on planet earth right up 
to the present day to get to the heart of what cancer really is and how by better understanding it we might 
one day overcome it. 
 
KAT ARNEY is a prominent science journalist and broadcaster. She holds a first-class degree in natural 
sciences and a PhD in developmental genetics from Cambridge University, and undertook postdoctoral 
research in Cambridge and London. Until 2016 she worked in the science communications team at Cancer 
Research UK. 
 
UK publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – 6th August 2020 
 
Rights sales for Rebel Cell: Weidenfeld & Nicolson (UK), BenBella Books (US), China (Beijing Paper 
Jump Cultural Development), Japan (Kawade Shobo Shinsha), Korea (Hyeonamsa), Poland (Marginesy), 
Russia (Alpina)   
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
  



26 

 

Mussolini and the Eclipse of 
Italian Fascism 

From Dictatorship to Populism 

By Richard Bosworth 
An incisive account of how Mussolini pioneered populism in 
reaction to Hitler’s rise – and thereby reinforced his role as a 

model for later authoritarian leaders. 
 
On the tenth anniversary of his rise to power in 1932, Mussolini seemed to many the ‘good dictator’. He 
was the first totalitarian and the first fascist in modern Europe. But a year later Hitler’s entrance onto the 
political stage signalled a German take-over of the fascist ideology.  
 
In this definitive account, eminent historian R. J. B. Bosworth charts Mussolini’s leadership in reaction to 
Hitler. Bosworth shows how Italy’s decline in ideological pre-eminence, as well as in military and diplomatic 
power, led Mussolini to pursue a more populist approach: angry and bellicose words at home, violent 
aggression abroad, and a more extreme emphasis on charisma. In his embittered efforts to bolster an 
increasingly hollow and ruthless regime, it was Mussolini, rather than Hitler, who offered the model for all 
subsequent authoritarians. 
 
RICHARD BOSWORTH is Emeritus Fellow at Jesus College, Oxford. He is a leading authority on 
Mussolini and is the author of more than two dozen books on fascism and Italy’s twentieth-century 
experience, including Claretta: Mussolini’s Last Lover. 
 
UK publication date: Yale University Press – September 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, Claretta: 
‘Readers are fortunate that the Australian-born historian is the first English-language specialist to make 
extensive use of this material... He writes with erudition, perceptiveness and humour.’ – Financial Times 
 
‘[A] scrupulously forensic examination of a woman for whom his own sympathy is discreetly scant - has 
forgotten about Claretta Petacci... Xenophobic, anti-Semitic, ruthless, amoral and idle, she is fortunate to 
have fallen into the hands of a calm, kind and fair-minded biographer, one who balances Petacci’s vices 
against the fact that her life ended with humiliation, hardship and a shameful death.’ – Daily Telegraph 
 
‘What makes Bosworth’s new book so captivating is not just the picture he paints of their affair, based on 
diaries, letters and police reports, but also the light he throws on the corrupt, greedy, scheming world of 
the Fascist leadership... Bosworth, the author of some twenty books on the Mussolini years, is one of the 
finest historians of modern Italy, and his deep knowledge and understanding, as well as his formidable 
research, inform every page of this enjoyable biography.’ – Caroline Moorhead, Literary Review 
  
‘Claretta … casts a new light on Mussolini as a failed leader. For readers interested in World War II and the 
path upon which its leaders trod, this is informative and interesting.’ – New York Journal of Books 
 
‘Gripping and scholarly’ - London Review of Books 
 
Rights sales for Claretta: Italy (Leg) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander  



27 

 

Big Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister 

Three Women at the Heart of Twentieth Century China 

by Jung Chang 
 

The new biography from the world-renowned author of  

Wild Swans. 
 

They were the most famous sisters in China. As the country battled 
through a hundred years of wars, revolutions and seismic transformations, 
the three Soong sisters from Shanghai were at the centre of power, and 
each of them left an indelible mark on history.  
 
Big Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister is a gripping story of love, war, intrigue, 
bravery, glamour and betrayal, which takes us on a sweeping journey from 

Canton to Hawaii to New York, from exiles’ quarters in Japan and Berlin to secret meeting rooms in 
Moscow, and from the compounds of the Communist elite in Beijing to the corridors of power in 
democratic Taiwan. In a group biography that is by turns intimate and epic, Jung Chang reveals the lives of 
three extraordinary women who helped shape twentieth-century China. 

 
JUNG CHANG is the global best-selling author of Wild Swans and Empress Dowager Cixi as well as Mao; The 
Unknown Story which she wrote with her husband, Jon Halliday.  Her books have been translated into more 
than forty languages. 
 

UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – October 2019 

 

Praise for Big Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister:  
‘An absorbing biography of the Soong sisters and a history of China… In this lucid, wise, forgiving 
biography Chang gives a new twist to an old line. Behind every great man... is a Soong sister.’ 
– The Times 
 
‘[A] monumental work, worthy both of Jung Chang’s Mao and of the great, rambling, heterogeneous 
Chinese folk epics of the oral past…Its three fairy-tale heroines, poised between east and west, spanned 
three centuries, two continents and a revolution, with consequences that reverberate, perhaps now more 
than ever, in all our lives to this day.’ – Spectator  
 
‘A riveting and action-packed story where it’s hard not to be enthralled by the murky underworld of the 
Soongs - its numerous twists and turns are saturated with money, travel, history, corruption, treachery, risk, 
honour, glory, fear, deception, power, and politics.’ – Independent 
 
‘Fascinating… This juicy tale will satisfy readers in politics, world affairs and family dynamics.’ – Publisher’s 
Weekly 
 
‘Urgent and powerful… A fascinating window into 20th-century Chinese history.’ – Irish Independent 

 
Rights sales for Big Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Knopf), Arabic (Dar Al-
Saqi), Brazil (Companhia das Letras), Czech (Euromedia),  Denmark (Rosinante), France (Payot & Rivages), 
Germany (Blessing), Hungary (Europa), Italy (Mauri Spagnol), Korea (Kachi), Netherlands (Meulenhoff), 
Norway (Gyldendal Norsk), Poland (Znak), Portugal (Quetzal), Russia (MIF), Serbia (Laguna), Spain 
(Taurus), Sweden (Norstedts), Vietnam (Nha Nam); TV Rights: Bruce Cohen and Scott Delman  
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Dear Life 
A Doctor’s Story of Love and Loss 

by Rachel Clarke 
  
From the Sunday Times bestselling author of Your Life in My 
Hands comes this vibrant, tender and deeply personal memoir that 
finds light and love in the darkest of places. 
 
As a specialist in palliative medicine, Dr Rachel Clarke chooses to inhabit 
a place many people would find too tragic to contemplate. Every day she 
tries to bring care and comfort to those reaching the end of their lives and 
to help make dying more bearable. 
 
Rachel's training was put to the test in 2017 when her beloved GP father 

was diagnosed with terminal cancer. She learned that nothing - even the best palliative care - can sugar-coat 
the pain of losing someone you love. 
 
And yet, she argues, in a hospice there is more of what matters in life - more love, more strength, more 
kindness, more joy, more tenderness, more grace, more compassion - than you could ever imagine. For if 
there is a difference between people who know they are dying and the rest of us, it is simply this: that the 
terminally ill know their time is running out, while we live as though we have all the time in the world. 
 
Dear Life is a book about the vital importance of human connection, by the doctor we would all want by 
our sides at a time of crisis. It is a love letter - to a father, to a profession, to life itself. 
 
RACHEL CLARKE is an English physician specialising in palliative care. Formerly a war journalist, she 
retrained to work as a doctor, and from 2015 has had an active voice in debates regarding the role and 
funding of the UK’s National Health Service and about junior doctors’ pay rights, appearing in multiple 
television debates and interviews.  She has a huge following on Twitter, including many young doctors. Her 
first book, Your Life In My Hands: A Junior Doctor’s Story Was a top 10 bestseller. 
 

Publication date: Little, Brown – January 2020 

 

Praise for Dear Life: 
‘This is a wonderful book. Rachel takes the worst life can throw at us and shows us the beauty in it.’ – 
Adam Kay 
 
‘What a remarkable book this is; tender, funny, brave, heartfelt, radiant with love and life. It sings with joy 
and kindness.’ - Robert Macfarlane 
 
‘A truly wonderful book. Read it.’ - Henry Marsh 
 
‘She’s the kind of doctor we would all want as we face our last days. And she’s sure as hell a writer. There 
is a tender, lyrical beauty to the prose that adds to the emotion punch . . . brilliantly, electrically alive.’ – 
Sunday Times 
 

‘[A] tender and candid account . . . Clarke is unerringly good at telling stories.’ – Observer  

 

Rights sales for Dear Life:  UK (Little, Brown), US (Thomas Dunne), Korea (Maven), Ukraine (Old 

Lion) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Rummage 
A History of  the Things We Have Reused, 

Recycled and Refused to Let Go 

 by Emily Cockayne 
 

An original exploration of all the ordinary, extraordinary and 
totally mad things we’ve thrown out and redeemed through 

the ages. 
 
Rummage tells the overlooked story of our throwaway past. Emily 
Cockayne extracts glittering gems from the rubbish pile of centuries 
past and introduces us to the visionaries, crooks and everyday do-
gooders who have shaped the material world we live in today – like 
the fancy ladies of the First World War who turned dog hair into yarn, 

or the Victorian gentlemen selling pianofortes made from papier-mâché, or the hapless public servants 
coaxing people into giving up their railings for the greater good. 
 
In this original and fascinating new history, Cockayne illuminates our relationship to our rubbish: from the 
simple question of how we reuse and recycle things (and which is better), to all the weird and wonderful 
ways it’s been done in the past. She exposes the hidden work (often done by women) that has gone into 
shaping the world for each future generation, and she shows what lessons can be drawn from the past to 
address urgent questions of our waste today. 
   
EMILY COCKAYNE is a senior lecturer in Early Modern History at the University of East Anglia. She is 
the author of Hubbub: Filth, Noise & Stench in England (2007), cited by Toni Morrison as a key source for A 
Mercy, and Cheek by Jowl: A History of Neighbours (2012). 
 
UK publication date: Profile – 14th May 2020 
 
Praise for Rummage: 
‘A marvellous history of the second and third lives of objects and, just as important, a timely reminder that 
there are ways out of a throw-away-society.’ – Frank Trentmann, author of Empire of Things 
 
‘Pertinent, fascinating and full of intricate, joyful detail.’ – Annie Gray, author of The Greedy Queen 
 
‘One of those rare books, a marvellous curiosity shop of fascinating historical gems, objects and insights, a 
feat of scholarship and a salutary book for our throw-away times.’ – Rebecca Stott, author of Ghostwalk 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Notes from Deep Time 
A Journey Through our Past and Future Worlds 

by Helen Gordon 
 

A thought-provoking and vividly written exploration of humanity’s 
understanding of geological deep time, and our modern 

interactions with it. 
 
From the secret fossils of London to the 3-billion-year-old rocks of the 
Scottish Highlands, and from state-of-the-art Californian laboratories to 
one of the world’s most dangerous volcanic complexes hidden beneath 
the green hills of western Naples, set out on an adventure to those parts 
of the world where the Earth's life-story is written into the landscape. 

 
Helen Gordon turns a novelist’s eye on the extraordinary scientists who are piecing together this planetary 
drama. She gets to grips with the theory that explains how it all works - plate tectonics, a breakthrough as 
significant in its way as evolution or quantum mechanics, but much younger than either, and still with many 
secrets to reveal. She captures both the wonder and mystery, but also the practical and significant 
implications, of our understanding of our geological past, and she looks to the future of our world - with 
or without us. 
 
HELEN GORDON is the author of the novel Landfall (Penguin) and the editor, with Travis Elborough, 
of the non-fiction book Being a Writer (Francis Lincoln). Her writing has appeared in, among other 
publications, The Economist's 1843 magazine, Wired, the Guardian and the Independent. She lives in London.  
 
UK publication date: Profile – July 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, Landfall:  
‘An intriguing novel . . . a hipster version of Margaret Atwood’s Surfacing.’ – Metro  
 
‘A memorable novel. I loved the pace and verve of Alice’s voyage from Shoreditch to suburbia, and the 
unexpectedness of the story as it swerves past the familiar into a dangerous and beautiful unknown.’  
– Helen Dunmore 
 
‘Compulsively readable.’ – Independent on Sunday 
 
‘Fine writing . . . wrapped in an arresting evocation of timelessness.’ – Guardian 
 
Agent: Lisa Baker 
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House of Music 

Raising the Kanneh-Masons 

by Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason 
 

Raising the most talented family in the world.  
 

Seven brothers and sisters. All of them classically trained musicians. One 
was Young Musician of the Year and performed for the royal family. The 
eldest has released her first album, showcasing the works of Clara 
Schumann. These siblings don’t come from the rarefied environment of 
elite music schools, but from a state comprehensive in Nottingham. How 
did they do it? 
 
In House of Music, the mother of this remarkable family will address how 

her children have reached such heights of success in the world of classical music. It is a book about love. 
Love between parents and children, amongst siblings and within family. It is about how music is an 
expression of love, and a means to communicate and to transcend background and ethnicity. The book 
explores the tensions between the family history of immigration and struggle, and the power of 
commitment, determination and hope. It is a book about the importance of parenting, music education and 
the boundless potential of all children. It explores the meaning of talent, what it is to be gifted and the 
balance between nature and nurture in creating the extraordinary. More than anything, this is a book about 
joy. 

  

KADIATU KANNEH-MASON is a former lecturer at Birmingham University and the mother of seven 
children, all of whom attended the Royal Academy of Music. Her son Sheku was Young Musician of the 
Year in 2016, performed at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle and was made an MBE in 
2019. The siblings have performed at the 2018 BAFTA Ceremony, Britain’s Got Talent and concert halls 
across the country.  

  

UK publication date: Oneworld – 3rd September 2020 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Book of Difficult Fruit 
by Kate Lebo 

 
A is for aronia, berry member of the apple family, clothes-

stainer, superfruit with healing power.  
 

D is for Durian, endowed with a dramatic rind and a shifty 
odour—turpentine to motor oil to stomach acid.  

 
M is for Medlar, name-checked by Shakespeare for its crude 

shape, beloved by landscapers for its funny flowers. 
 

Q is for Quince, which, fresh, gives off the scent of “roses and 
citrus and rich women’s perfume” but cannot be eaten 

until bletted: softened by frost and left to rot a bit. 
 
These and other difficult fruits serve as the central ingredients of twenty-six lyrical essays that range from 
deeply personal to medical history, sometimes within a single piece. The entries are associative, often poetic, 
taking unexpected turns and giving sideways insights into life, relationships, self-care, modern medicine, 
the body, pleasure and pain. What if the primary way you show love is to bake, but your boyfriend suffers 
from celiac disease? Why leave in the pits for Willa Cather’s Plum Jam? How can we rely on bodies as fragile 
as the fruits that nourish them? 
 
Lebo’s unquenchable curiosity leads us to intimate, poetic contemplations of pleasure and suffering, 
medicine and poison, transgression, power, and erasure. Weaving together memoir, history, and personal 
essay with a lyricism that calls to mind the work of Maggie Nelson or Eula Biss, The Book of Difficult Fruit is 
the very best of food writing: graceful, surprising, and ecstatic. 
 
KATE LEBO is a poet, essayist and food writer. Her newest books are the chapbook Seven Prayers to Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers and the anthology Pie & Whiskey. Her essay about listening through hearing loss, “The 
Loudproof Room,” originally published in New England Review, was anthologized in Best American Essays. A 
graduate of University of Washington’s MFA program and Western Washington University, she’s the 
recipient of a Nelson Bentley Fellowship and a Joan Grayston Poetry Prize. She lives in Spokane, 
Washington.  
 
UK publication date: Picador – Spring 2021 
 
Rights sales for The Book of Difficult Fruit: UK (Picador), US (FSG) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
  



33 

 

Physical Thinking 
What the Body Knows 

by Wayne McGregor 
 
We all think physically, we’ve just not been paying attention. 

 
Dancers take verbal and visual instructions, and represent them through 
movements which in turn speak to audiences. What does that tell us about 
the body, and how can we use the ideas of physical thinking to inform 
our lives and the ways in which we think more generally? 
 
Driven by this question, and a desire to make dances that best 
communicate with their audiences, Wayne has expanded his practice to 
work with neuroscientists, cognitive therapists, anthropologists and 

economists. Together they analyse the non-verbal and the instinctive, those things that we do that aren’t 
clearly conscious, those things that make dancers that bit freer and more creative than the rest of us. But 
Wayne believes, and his research shows, that creativity can be taught if we pay attention to our bodies and 
harness our physical thinking. 
 
When working with non-dancers what stands out to him is how little most of us know about our bodies. 
We have a sense of our left and our right, know when something hurts, perhaps spend time on how our 
bodies look, but otherwise barely think about them. And in doing so we miss out on so much: from the 
non-verbal ways in which we communicate (and in which people communicate with us) to the harnessing 
and letting go of fear, and the freedom to take creative leaps.  
 
In Physical Thinking, Wayne will use stories from his practice and his research projects to show us how we 
can become more physically fluent. Using simple steps, from being aware of our body language to 
conquering fear, he will show us how to unlock our potential to become better communicators, more 
creative thinkers, and, ultimately, to live fuller lives.  
 
WAYNE McGREGOR is Resident Choreographer at the Royal Ballet and Artistic Director of Studio 
Wayne McGregor. He has written more than 30 ballets, worked on films including Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire, Mary Queen of Scots and the recent adaptation of Cats, as well as on music videos with 
Radiohead, the Chemical Brothers and Thom Yorke. He has held positions as Research Fellow at the 
Department of Experimental Psychology at Cambridge, and Innovator in Residence at the University of 
California, San Diego. He has ongoing artificial intelligence, virtual reality and robotics projects with Google 
and Random International. His TED talk, on physical thinking has had more than 1 million views.  
 
SUZE OLBRICH is an arts and lifestyle journalist who has written for the Guardian, Independent and 
AnOther among others. She has written several features about Wayne, and has recently written the text for 
the Studio Wayne McGregor Google Arts & Culture micro site. Suze understands Wayne’s process and 
philosophy and is a key part of the project. 
 
Rights sales for Physical Thinking: UK (Bloomsbury) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: proposal – Delivery: September 2020 

  

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/studio-wayne-mcgregor
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A House in the Mountains 

The Women Who Liberated Italy from Fascism 

by Caroline Moorehead 
 

The extraordinary story of four courageous women who helped 
form the Italian Resistance during the Second World War. 

 
In the late summer of 1943, when Italy changed sides in the War and the 
Germans, now their enemies, occupied the north of the country, an Italian 
Resistance was born. Ada, Frida, Silvia and Bianca were four young 
Piedmontese women who joined the Resistance, living secretively in the 
mountains surrounding Turin. They were not alone. Between 1943 and 
1945, as the Allies battled their way north, thousands of men and women 

throughout occupied Italy rose up and fought to liberate their country from the German invaders and their 
Fascist collaborators. What made the partisan war all the more extraordinary was the number of women in 
its ranks.  
 
The bloody civil war that ensued across the country pitted neighbour against neighbour, and brought out 
the best and worst in Italian society. The courage shown by the partisans was exemplary, and eventually 
bound them together as a coherent fighting force. And the women’s contribution was invaluable – they 
fought, carried messages and weapons, provided safe houses, laid mines and took prisoners. Ada’s house 
deep in the mountains became a meeting place and refuge for many of them. The death rattle of Mussolini’s 
two decades of Fascist rule – with its corruption, greed and anti-Semitism – was unrelentingly violent and 
brutal, but for the partisan women it was also a time of camaraderie and equality, pride and optimism. They 
had proved, to themselves and to the world, what resolve, tenacity and above all exceptional courage could 
achieve. 
 
CAROLINE MOOREHEAD is a human rights journalist and renowned biographer. Her biography of 
Lucie de la Tour du Pin, Dancing to the Precipice, was shortlisted for the Costa Biography Award in 2009; her 
book Village of Secrets was a Sunday Times bestseller and was shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize.  
  
UK publication date: Chatto & Windus – 14th November 2019 
 
Praise for previous title, A House in the Mountains: 
‘In this deeply moving, beautifully told history…Moorehead has restored their achievements and those of 
the Italian resistance to view in this superb and significant chronicle.’ – Booklist, Starred Review 
 
‘A highly satisfying conclusion to the author’s series. Excellent, well-presented evidence of the incalculable 
strengths and abilities of women to create and run a country.’ – Kirkus, Starred Review 
 
‘Gripping… Brilliantly and subtly told.... The melancholy coda, recounting what happened to the women 
– accidents, politicking, writing and addiction – completes a riveting read.’ – Guardian 
 
‘Moorehead paints a wonderfully vivid and moving portrait of the women of the Italian Resistance… 
Excellent…. She depicts a tragic fate that is timeless, of dreams forged in adversity, shattered by collisions 
with practical politics.’ – Max Hastings in the Sunday Times 
 
Rights sales for A House in the Mountains: UK (Chatto & Windus), US (HarperCollins), Canada 
(Knopf), Arabic (Dar Al Saqi), Simplified Chinese (Social Sciences Academic Press), Italy (Bollati 
Boringhieri) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Think Like A Champion 

by Simon Mundie 
 

What can sport teach us about life and how best to live it? 
Sports journalist Simon Mundie uses sport to answer life’s 

bigger questions, exploring the psychology behind the 
winning successes of some of sport’s most celebrated 

characters. 
 
Top sportspeople are blessed with superhuman skillsets and genetic 
advantage. On top of their talent and work ethic, they have access to 
world class support from top coaches, nutritionists and 
psychologists. How many hours in your working week do you spend 
honing your strengths and working on your weaknesses? Exactly.  
 

To be the best version of ourselves requires us to take charge of our own destiny, and to be our own coach 
and mentor. The difference between good and great sportspeople is largely between the ears, and in the 
heart. Attitude, outlook and psychology are the keys to top performance. If it works for them then how 
could it not work for us?  
 
Think Like a Champion focuses on eight areas that can help you grow: resilience, endurance, emotional 
intelligence, character, fear, vulnerability, rest and belief. Each is illustrated with a sporting example with 
the life lessons distilled from it by experts: from how free-soloing rock climber Alex Honnold used the 
same techniques he learned to overcome his social anxiety to prepare himself to climb and conquer the 
3000-foot vertical cliff El Capitan without any ropes; to Roger Federer surpassing expectations and 
producing one of the greatest performances in tennis history at the 2017 Australian Open after knee surgery 
at the age of 36, having not won a Grand Slam in five years. What was the difference that made the 
difference for Federer? Rest and recovery, a much underrated factor in top level success. 
 
Featuring interviews with psychologists, coaches, sportswriters and the stars themselves, Mundie shows 
how thinking like a champion can help us to be happier, more successful and achieve our potential. 
 
SIMON MUNDIE is the host of critically acclaimed BBC Radio 4 podcast Don’t Tell Me The Score. Sitting 
down with guests including Caitlyn Jenner, Gary Lineker and Jonny Wilkinson - as well as psychologists, 
neuroscientists and former Buddhist monks- he explores life themes including addiction, resilience and 
tribalism. Simon is also one of the main reporters for BBC television during the Wimbledon fortnight, 
interviewing all the big players and getting in and amongst the fans. He was a presenter during the 2012 
London Olympics, is a regular presenter on Radio 4’s flagship News programme the Today programme, 
and was previously a presenter on Radio 1.  
 
Rights sales for Think Like A Champion: UK (Bloomsbury) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 

 
Material available: proposal – Delivery: February 2021 
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The Hidden History of Burma 

Race, Capitalism, and the Crisis of Democracy in the 21st 
Century 

by Thant Myint-U 
 

Precariously positioned between China and India, Burma’s population has 
suffered dictatorship, natural disaster, and the dark legacies of colonial 
rule. But when decades of military dictatorship finally ended, and 
internationally beloved Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi emerged from 
years of house arrest, hopes soared.  

 
Insider Thant Myint-U dissects how a singularly predatory economic 
system, fast-rising inequality, disintegrating state institutions, the impact of 
new social media, the rise of China next door, climate change, and deep-

seated feelings around race, religion, and national identity all came together to challenge this incipient 
democracy. Interracial violence soared and a horrific exodus of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya 
refugees grabbed international attention.  
 
Burma is today a fragile stage for nearly all the world’s problems. In clear and urgent prose, Thant explains 
how and why hopes were not fulfilled, and details an unsettling prognosis for the future that is of concern 
not just for the Burmese but for the rest of the world – warning of the possible collapse of this nation of 
55 million while suggesting a fresh agenda for change. 
 
THANT MYINT-U is an award-winning writer, historian and conservationist, and former Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. He served for over a decade with the United Nations, including in peacekeeping 
operations in Cambodia and the Balkans, and was an advisor to the Burmese government during the early 
years of the transition from military dictatorship. He lives in Rangoon, where he currently heads U Thant 
House and the Yangon Heritage Trust. 

 
Publication date: Atlantic – 12th November 2019 

 

Praise for The Hidden History of Burma: 
‘Thant’s bird’s-eye view, long-term scholarship, and deep connection to Burma and its people make for a 
captivating and engrossing account of a country shifting precariously between possibility and destruction.’ 
– Booklist, Starred Review 
 
‘Absorbing, illuminating, and humane… Thant Myint-U’s work traces the complex gearings of race, 
identity, and money with the perspective of a scholar and the intimacy of an insider. It’s invaluable in 
helping us understand the complexities not just of contemporary Burma but of our postcolonial world.’ – 
Kwame Anthony Appiah  
 
‘A compelling account of modern Burma’s bloody history, by a leading historian who happened to have an 
inside view during the transition from military rule and the religious and ethnic violence that followed.’ – 
Amitav Ghosh 
 
‘Few countries are as complex – or fascinating – as modern-day Burma…A must-read book, not just for 
those interested in Burma, but for those interested in those broader questions of race, national identity and 
democracy in our 21st century world.’ – Ian Bremmer 
 
Rights sales for The Hidden History of Burma: UK (Atlantic), US (W.W. Norton), India (Juggernaut), 

Italy (add editore), Taiwan (Marco Polo), Thailand (River Books) 
 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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When Time Stopped 
A Memoir of My Father’s War and What Remains 

by Ariana Neumann 
 
In this remarkably moving memoir Ariana Neumann dives into the 
secrets of her father’s past: years spent hiding in plain sight in war-

torn Berlin, the annihilation of dozens of family members in the 
Holocaust, and the courageous choice to build anew. 

 
As a child in Venezuela, Ariana Neumann is fascinated by the enigma of 
her father, who appears to be the epitome of success and strength, but 
who wakes at night screaming in a language she doesn’t recognise. Then, 
one day, she finds an old identity document bearing his picture – but 
someone else’s name. 

 
From a box of papers her father leaves for her when he dies, Ariana meticulously uncovers the extraordinary 
truth of his escape from Nazi-occupied Prague. She follows him across Europe and reveals his astonishing 
choice to assume a fake identity and live out the war undercover, spying for the Allies in Berlin – deep in 
the ‘darkest shadow’. Having known nothing of her father’s past, not even that he was Jewish, Ariana’s 
detective work also leads to the shocking discovery that a total of twenty-five members of the Neumann 
family were murdered by the Nazis. 
 
Spanning nearly ninety years and crossing oceans, When Time Stopped is a powerful and beautifully wrought 
memoir in which Ariana comes to know the family that has been lost – and, ultimately, her own beloved 
father. 

ARIANA NEUMANN lives in London, but she was born and grew up in Venezuela. She was educated in 
America and is bi-lingual. She worked briefly in publishing, both at Turner Libros in Madrid and at 
Weidenfeld in London.   

UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – 20th February 2020 
 
Praise for When Time Stopped: 

✦ A New York Times bestseller ✦ AWashington Post bestseller ✦ 

✦ An Amazon bestseller ✦ One of Buzzfeed’s Books to Read in 2020 ✦ 
 

‘While doing her father full justice, Neumann also dramatises the research process that brought him alive 
to her … To unearth such stories takes great determination, patience and sensitivity, not least because so 
many of those who survived did so by suppressing the truth.’ – Blake Morrison in The Guardian  
 
‘Profound, gripping, and gut-wrenching…This heart-breaking and unforgettable memoir belongs in every 
library for the important history Neumann unearths. Like Anne Frank’s diary, it offers a story that needs 
to be told and heard.’ – Booklist, Starred Review 
 
‘Lucidly-written, this is a gripping, heart-wrenching journey back to wartime Prague and Berlin. Ariana 

Neumann has written the book that her remarkable father simply couldn’t.’ – Sunday Telegraph 
 
Rights sales for When Time Stopped: UK (Simon & Schuster), US (Scribner), Czech (Argo), France 
(Les Escales) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Nala’s World 

by Dean Nicholson  
 
Instagram phenomenon Dean Nicholson reveals the full story of 

his life-changing friendship with rescue cat Nala and their 
inspiring adventures together on a bike journey around the world. 
 
When 30-year-old Dean Nicholson set off from Scotland to cycle around 
the world, his aim was to learn as much as he could about our troubled 
planet. But he hadn't bargained on the lessons he'd learn from his unlikely 
companion. 
 
Three months after leaving home, on a remote road in the mountains 
between Montenegro and Bosnia, he came across an abandoned kitten. 
Something about the piercing eyes and plaintive meowing of the 

bedraggled little cat proved irresistible. He couldn't leave her to her fate, so he put her on his bike and then, 
with the help of local vets, nursed her back to health. 
 
Soon on his travels with the cat he named Nala, they forged an unbreakable bond - both curious, 
independent, resilient and adventurous. The video of how they met has had 20 million views and their 
Instagram has grown to almost 750k followers - and still counting! 
 
Experiencing the kindness of strangers, visiting refugee camps, rescuing animals through Europe and Asia, 
Dean and Nala have already learned that the unexpected can be pretty amazing. Together with Garry 
Jenkins, writer with James Bowen of the bestselling A Street Cat Named Bob, Dean shares the extraordinary 
tale of his and Nala's inspiring and heart-warming adventure together. 
 
UK publication date: Hodder – October 2020 

 
Rights sales for Nala’s World: UK (Hodder & Stoughton), US (Grand Central), Finland (WSOY), 
Germany (Luebbe), Italy (Sperling), Netherlands (Meulenhoff), Portugal (Porto), Slovenia (Ucila), Sweden 
(Tukan) 
 

Agent: Lesley Thorne 

 
Material available: proposal – Delivery: April 2020 
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The Dalai Lama 
An Extraordinary Life 

by Alexander Norman 
 
The first definitive biography of the Dalai Lama – a story by turns 
inspiring and surprising – from an acclaimed Tibetan scholar with 

exceptional access to his subject. 
 

The Dalai Lama’s message of peace and compassion resonates with 
people of all faiths and none. Yet, for all his worldwide fame, he remains 
personally elusive. Now, Alexander Norman, acclaimed Oxford-trained 
scholar of the history of Tibet, delivers the definitive biography – unique, 
multi-layered, and at times even shocking. 
 

The Dalai Lama illuminates an astonishing odyssey from isolated Tibetan village to worldwide standing as 
spiritual and political leader of one of the world’s most profound and complex cultural traditions. Norman 
reveals that, while the Dalai Lama has never been comfortable with his political position, he has been a 
canny player – at one time CIA-backed – who has maneuvered amidst pervasive violence, including placing 
himself at the centre of a dangerous Buddhist schism. Yet even more surprising than the political, Norman 
convinces, is the Dalai Lama’s extreme spiritual practice, rooted in magic, vision, and prophecy – details of 
which are illuminated in this book for the first time. 
 
A revelatory life story of one of today’s most radical, charismatic, and beloved world leaders. 
 
ALEXANDER NORMAN has collaborated with the Dalai Lama on several of his best-selling books, 
including Freedom in Exile and Beyond Religion. He is the author of a critically-acclaimed history of the Dalai 
Lama, Holder of the White Lotus. 
 
US publication date: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – 25th February 2020 
 
Praise for The Dalai Lama:  
‘This biography [is] the most detailed and accurate to date…impressive in its clarity…the book, written in 
an engaging prose, ends with an insightful prediction of the legacy of the fourteenth Dalai Lama, and a 
cleareyed assessment of the challenges that the fifteenth will face.’ – New York Times Book Review  
 
‘The subtitle of Mr. Norman’s book, “An Extraordinary Life,” is an understatement...Mr. Norman knows 
the Dalai Lama better than most, having helped him to write his autobiography. His new book is rich... 
with detail; his supple prose, often beautiful, is as adept at explaining Tibet’s theology as it is at describing 
its spiritual world… [yet] Mr. Norman’s book, while respectful, is not adoring: He doesn’t flinch from 
offering examples of his subject’s behavior that are awkward.’ – Wall Street Journal 
 
‘Alex Norman’s book is a revelation, placing the Dalai Lama in a vividly-told historical context while giving 
the reader an intimate glimpse of the man himself.’ – Jim Kelly, Air Mail 
 ‘[Norman] brings well-grounded authority to his portrayal of a figure revered throughout the world for his 
joyfulness, generosity, and compassion . . . a sturdy, comprehensive look at the Dalai Lama and his 
tumultuous world.’ – Kirkus Reviews 
 
Rights sales for The Dalai Lama: UK (Ebury), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), Bulgaria (Prozorets), 
Czech (Albatros), Estonia (Tanapaev), Germany (Luebbe), Hungary (Alexandra), India (HarperCollins), 
Romania (Lifestyle), Russia (Save Tibet Foundation), Slovakia (Ikar), Spain (Obelisco) 

 
Agent: Aitken Alexander Associates 
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On behalf of Jane Turnbull  
 

What You Do for Love 
Skunk Anansie and the Memoir of 

 a Female Rock Icon 

by Lucy O’Brien 

 
Skin, the lead singer of multi-million selling rock band Skunk 
Anansie, is a global female icon. At the 2019 Music Week Women 
of the Year Awards she received the award for Most Inspirational 
Artist. An incendiary live performer, she shatters any 
preconceptions about race and gender, an inspirational role model 
who for 25 years has been smashing through stereotypes. With her 
striking visual image and savagely poetic songs, Skin has been a 
ground-breaking influence both with Skunk Anansie and as a solo 
artist. Born of Jamaican heritage and brought up in Brixton in 

London, she is a powerful black woman singing in a genre traditionally dominated by white men.  
 
What You Do For Love will include stories of how her grandfather emigrated as part of the Windrush 
generation to set up a social club in Brixton, and how her father became the first black steward on the 
Queen’s plane.  
 
The book also tells of Skin’s social and cultural activism, how she was one of the first female artists to be 
openly bisexual, championing LGBT rights at a time when very few artists were out and gay. We follow 
Skin travelling to West Africa in the late 1990s with Amnesty International, campaigning against FGM, and 
how in 2000 she became an official patron of FORWARD, the anti-FGM charity.  
 
LUCY O’BRIEN is a writer, broadcaster and author of the award-winning She Bop, a definitive history of 
women in popular music. She has also published bestselling biographies of Madonna, Dusty Springfield 
and Annie Lennox. Her work has appeared in numerous anthologies including Voicing Girlhood in Popular 
Music: Performance, Authority, Authenticity and Punk Rock, So What?  
 
UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – September 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, Madonna: Like An Icon 
‘Enduring superstar gets the biography she deserves.’ – Mojo 
 
‘Madonna remains one of the most fascinating women of our time.’ – Telegraph 
 
‘O’Brien is a capable and intelligent writer...a refreshing biography of the iconic popstress.’ – Guardian 
 
Rights sales for What You Do For Love: UK (Simon & Schuster), Italy (Solferino) 
 
Rights sales for Madonna: Like An Icon: Bulgaria (Ciela), Brazil (Nova Fronteira), Croatia (Naklada 
Ljevak), Czech (BB Art), Estonia (Ekspressi), Finland (Like), Germany (Goldmann), Italy (Sperling & 
Kupfer), Japan (Futamoi Shobo), Netherlands (Luitingh-Sijthoff), Portugal (Humanity’s Friend), Russia 
(Amphora), Sweden (Forma) 
 
Agent: Jane Turnbull 
 
Material available: proposal – Delivery: February 2020  
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Strandings  
By Peter Riley 

 

✦ Winner of the inaugural Profile Aitken Alexander 

Non-Fiction Prize ✦ 
 
As a child, Peter Riley’s life was marked by an encounter with a 
woman with blue hair and a comet tattoo. Vaguely aware that he was 
complicit in an illegal act, he helped her lift the rotting jaw of a dead 
sperm whale into the trunk of her car.  
 
The incident would later set him on a quest spanning twenty years in 
search of the blue-haired comet woman, drawing him along the way 
into a clandestine underworld of collectors and body-snatchers, 

aristocratic patrons and buyers, witches, Nazis and low-level criminals. These disparate characters are bound 
together by a single passion - the monumental and morbid allure of the stranded whale. 
  
Combining memoir with natural, cultural, and social history, Strandings presents a portrait of a nation that 
has persistently defined itself in relation and reaction to the whales that have washed up on its shores. It is 
the singular tale of a lifelong journey told with wit and an obsessive’s single-mindedness, but it is also about 
ideas that are universal: obsession, our connection with the animal world, and the plight of our oceans and 
the creatures that inhabit them. 
  
Though the body of a stranded whale on a beach undeniably confronts us with the world as it currently is 
- foundering on the brink of extinction – it also asks us to conjure up the world as it might and could be. 
It allows us to reflect on our imperilled natural world, think again about how we treat outsiders who arrive 
on our shores, and reconsider the plight of the ‘stranded’ people and places along our coastlines. 
  
PETER RILEY is a Senior Lecturer in American Literature at the University of Exeter. After completing 
his PhD at the University of Cambridge in 2012, Peter Riley was appointed Early Career Fellow in American 
Literature at the University of Oxford (2012-2014) and has also held Fellowships at the Rothermere 
American Institute and Linacre College, Oxford. His first book, Against Vocation: Whitman, Melville, Crane, 
and the Labors of American Poetry was published by Oxford University Press in 2019. He has also had articles 
published in the Walt Whitman Quarterly Review, the North American Review, and Leviathan: A Journal of Melville 
Studies. 
 
UK publication date: Profile – 2021 
 
Rights sales for Strandings: UK (Profile) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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Crisis 
How 1,000 Years of Global Disorder Made the 

World As We Know It 

By Jerome Roos 
 
We live in a time of crisis. Economies are stagnant, inequality and 
division deepen, social discontent rises and political turmoil 
intensifies. We see an ever-expanding list of cross-border problems, 
including record debt levels, geopolitical tensions, lethal pandemics 
and the threat of climate breakdown. This feels like a uniquely 
precarious time, but history shows us that it isn’t the first time the 
world has seen such widespread social, economic and political unrest 
in so many places at once . . . 

 
In his ground-breaking study, Jerome Roos tells the story of 1,000 years of global disorder and reorder to 
place our current moment in historical perspective. Travelling back to the four periods of general crisis that 
have come before this one –the Late Middle Ages, the 17th Century, the Age of Revolution and the interwar 
period – we find that there are striking similarities with that which we find ourselves on the cusp of. Along 
the way we meet Chinese silk merchants, Italian explorers and the Emperors of the West African gold rush, 
and in doing so are able to identify the common cycles of boom and bust, expansion and isolationism that 
have astonishing parallels with our contemporary world. In taking this view we discover that in fact the 
modern world has been forged by these crises – that though often traumatic to live through, those moments 
have always been crucial turning points, ushering in new world orders from the ashes of the old.  
 
Roos will use the long-view of history to allow us to look up from the current crisis, to help us separate 
signal from noise, and show us that we’ve been here before. And with awareness will hopefully come 
answers: the repetitions of history reveal an economic system that fails the majority and ruling classes acting 
in self-interest, but also show that mass engagement can bring about dramatic change. That, as the definition 
has it, crisis is “a point at which change must come, for better or worse”. Whether we have better or worse 
is in our hands.  
 
JEROME ROOS is a Fellow in International Political Economy at the London School of Economics, 
having previously taught at the University of Cambridge. He is a regular contributor to the New Statesman, 
Metro, Buzzfeed, and provides commentary for outlets including the BBC and Al Jazeera. He is also the 
founder of ROAR Magazine, a volunteer-run activist publication that provides background and analysis on 
the global financial crisis and the worldwide wave of anti-establishment protests. Jerome speaks Dutch, 
English, French, German, Italian and Spanish. 
 
Rights sales for Crisis: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Knopf), Brazil (Zahar), China (under offer), France 
(under offer), Germany (under offer), Israel (Keter), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), 
Portugal (Planeta), Romania (Nemira), Spain (Paidos), Taiwan (under offer) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
 
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: Summer 2022 
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Fake Law 
The Truth About Justice in an Age of Lies 

By The Secret Barrister 
 

 The new book by the number-one-bestselling author of The Secret 
Barrister: Stories of the Law and How It’s Broken.  

 
Could the courts really order the death of your innocent baby? Was there 
an illegal immigrant who couldn’t be deported because he had a pet cat? 
Are unelected judges truly enemies of the people? 
 
Most of us think the law is only relevant to criminals, if we even think of 
it at all. But the law touches every area of our lives: from intimate family 
matters to the biggest issues in our society. 

 
Our unfamiliarity is dangerous because it makes us vulnerable to media spin, political lies and the kind of 
misinformation that frequently comes from loud-mouthed amateurs and those with vested interests. This 
‘fake law’ allows the powerful and the ignorant to corrupt justice without our knowledge – worse, we risk 
letting them make us complicit. 
 
Thankfully, the Secret Barrister is back to reveal the stupidity, malice and incompetence behind many of 
the biggest legal stories of recent years. In Fake Law, the Secret Barrister debunks the lies and builds an 
hilarious, alarming and eye-opening defence against the abuse of our law, our rights and our democracy. 
  
THE SECRET BARRISTER is a junior barrister specialising in criminal law. They have written for The 
Times, Guardian, New Statesman, iNews, Esquire, Counsel Magazine and Solicitors Journal, and has appeared in The 
Sun, The Mirror and Huffington Post. Their debut book, Stories of The Law and How It's Broken, was a Sunday 
Times bestseller for 24 consecutive weeks, and was named the Non-Fiction Book of the Year 2018 at the 
Books Are My Bag Awards. 
 
UK publication date: Picador – 30th April 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, The Secret Barrister:  
 
‘What’s so powerful about The Secret Barrister is its ability to connect the dots... revealing a picture that is 
more a commentary on society as a whole than it is on robing rooms full of horsehair wigs.’ – Afua 
Hirsch, Guardian 
 
‘Takes the reader deep into the bowels of the criminal justice system . . . The message of this entertaining 
book is delivered with great skill...the book is at once a lament and a celebration . . . the justice system as 
not just for criminals and victims but for all of us - it is the symbol of our nation’s humanity.’ – The Times   
 
‘Terrifying and occasionally hilarious... This is an eye-opening, if depressing, account of the practice of law 
today. Perhaps there is hope, but the author leaves us in no doubt that urgent reform is needed.’ – Observer   
 
Rights sales for Fake Law: UK (Picador), Russia (Eksmo) 
 
Rights sales for The Secret Barrister: UK (Picador), China (Shandong Savanne Culture Communication), 
Greece (Metaichmio), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Capitan Swing) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Ageless 
The New Science of Getting Older without Getting Old 

by Andrew Steele 
 
A startling chronicle by a brilliant young scientist takes us onto the 
frontiers of the science of aging, revealing how close we are to an 

astonishing extension of our lifespans and a vastly improved quality 
of life in our later years. 

 
Aging – not cancer, not heart disease – is the world’s leading cause of death 
and suffering. We accept as inevitable that as we advance in years our 
bodies and minds begin to deteriorate and we are more and more likely to 
be felled by dementia or disease. But we never really question: is it 
necessary? Biologists, on the other hand, have been investigating for years, 

wondering if the decline of our bodies is truly unavoidable. After all, there are already tortoises and 
salamanders whose risk of dying is the same as long as they live. With the help of science, could humans 
find a way to become old without getting elderly, a phenomenon otherwise known as “biological 
immortality”? 
 
In Ageless, Andrew Steele, research fellow at Britain’s new and largest biomedical laboratory, the Francis 
Crick Institute, shows us that the answer lies at the cellular level. He takes us on a journey through the 
laboratories where scientists are studying every aspect of the cell – DNA, mitochondria, stem cells, our 
immune systems, even age-genes that can lead to a ten-fold increase in life span (in worms, anyway) – all in 
an effort to forestall or reverse the body’s (currently!) inevitable decline.  
 
With bell-clear writing and intellectual passion, Steele shines a spotlight on a revolution already underway 
and offers reality-based hope. 
  

ANDREW STEELE is a computational biologist with a PhD in physics. He is a Research Fellow at the 

Francis Crick Institute in London, using computers to decode our DNA, and unravel the secrets hidden in 

some of modern biology’s biggest data. He has a first-class degree and a DPhil from Oxford University, 

where he used particle accelerators to understand the inner workings of magnetic and superconducting 

materials.   

 
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 29th December 2020 
 
Rights sales for Ageless: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Doubleday), Simplified Chinese (Citic), Italy (Vallardi), 

Portugal (Saida da Emergencia), Romania (SC Publica), Russia (Eksmo) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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The Ten Equations That  
Rule The World 

And How You Can Use Them Too 

by David Sumpter 
 

They know something you don’t know. They are the traders, the online 
betting magnates and the bitcoin miners; the people running elite football 
clubs, the founders of social networks and those at the frontiers of AI 
research. And whether they are seeking riches, sporting success or 
technological advancements, they are all united by the knowledge of a 
group of equations that are ruling the world. Those equations have been 
closely guarded, until now…  
 

In The Ten Equations, applied mathematician David Sumpter reveals the mathematical formulas that make 
the modern world go round, and shows how we can use them to better our chances of success, solidify 
friendships and live healthier lives, to guard against failure and financial ruin, and to see through 
scaremongering. Along the way we see that these gains need not belong to the few – that while it might suit 
mathematicians for the equations to look impenetrable, they are actually fairly easy to decode once you 
know how. And what’s more you need not want to be the next Mark Zuckerberg to find value in the ten 
equations – David shows how the same equations that are integral to Facebook can help you to work out 
how long to persist with a difficult task or how many episodes of a new Netflix series to watch before 
giving up.    
 
The Ten Equations is a popular maths book that doesn’t shy away from complex equations, but explains them 
in relatable ways, and shows us how applying some of their lessons could help improve our lives.  
 

DAVID SUMPTER was made Professor of Applied Mathematics at the University of Uppsala at 32, at the 

time the youngest Professor in Europe, and before that he was a Royal Society Fellow at Oxford. He is the 

author of two books, Soccermatics and Outnumbered, which have been translated into 10 languages. In 2016 

he was awarded the IMA’s Catherine Richards Prize for communicating mathematics to a popular audience. 

  
Publication date: Allen Lane – 1st October 2020 

 

Praise for previous title, Outnumbered: 
‘Ingenious . . . a deliciously insightful, mildly skeptical analysis of internet data manipulation.’ – Kirkus 
 
‘An enlightening book.’ – Publishers Weekly 
 
‘Sumpter combines engaging hands-on demonstrations with stories from insiders to shed light on precisely 
how data alchemists seek to persuade and predict us.’ – Financial Times 
 
Rights sales for The Ten Equations That Rule The World: UK (Allen Lane), US (Flatiron), Brazil 

(Bertrand), China (Citic), Japan (Kobun-sha), Russia (Mann, Ivanov and Ferber), Sweden (Mondial) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  



46 

 

Work 

A History of How We Spend Our Time 

by James Suzman 
 
Why do we work so hard and ascribe so much importance to it? How did 
work become the central organisational principle of our societies? How has 
work shaped our evolution, and the ways we think about and engage with 
the world around us? What are the social, economic and environmental 
consequences of our culture of work? And what might a world where work 
plays a far less important role in our lives than it does now be like? 
 
Work is a history of human civilisation told through the prism of our 
relationship with work. Around the world, work dominates our lives: a job 
is not just a job, it defines us. It dictates where and with whom we spend 

our time, it informs our political values, conveys status and imparts self-worth. But this was not always the 
case. Economists used to imagine a future in which automation would usher in a golden age of leisure time, 
but our deeply ingrained view that productivity is success means that the idea of such a future is no longer 
utopian. 

 
James Suzman tracks our lives from the very earliest human populations to show that a form of work has 
always been fundamental to who we are, but that our focus on productivity is a relatively modern 
phenomenon – and that the drive for productivity at all costs has started to become counter-productive.  
 
Integrating insights from epigenetics, ethology, genomics, social anthropology, economics and evolutionary 
theory, Work will challenge the way we think about work, and investigate what might happen if we embrace 
the opportunities offered by automation. It will suggest that we have reached an inflection point, but that 
by looking back in time, we might be able to reimagine our future relationship with work. 
 

JAMES SUZMAN is a social anthropologist and the author of Affluence without Abundance: The Disappearing 
World of the Bushmen (Bloomsbury USA 2017). He is the director of the anthropological think tank 
Anthropos and is a fellow of Robinson College at Cambridge University as well as a fellow of the Royal 
Geographic Society. James has written on some of the central ideas of Work in the New York Times, Guardian, 
Observer, New Statesman and Atlantic.   
 

UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 29th October 2020 
 

Praise for previous title, Affluence without Abundance:  
‘An insightful and well-written book.’ – Yuval Noah Harari      

 

‘[A] fascinating book. . . Part-ethnography, part-memoir, this is a poignant account of a culture on the brink 
of extinction.’ – Sunday Times    
 

Rights sales for Work: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Penguin Press), China (Citic), France (Flammarion), 

Germany (Beck), Greece (Metaichmio), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Japan (Toyo Keizai), Korea (RH Korea), 

Lithuania (Alma Littera), Netherlands (Thomas Rap), Poland (Zysk-I-Ska), Portugal (Saida de Emergencia), 

Romania (Publicat), Russia (Eksmo-Bombora), Spain (Debate), Sweden (Natur & Kultur), Turkey 
(Kolektif)  
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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Palace of Palms 
Tropical Dreams and the Making of Kew 

By Kate Teltscher 
 

Daringly innovative when it opened in 1848, the Palm House in Kew 
Gardens remains one of the most beautiful glass buildings in the 

world today. 
 
Seemingly weightless, vast and yet light, the Palm House floats free from 
architectural convention, at once monumental and ethereal. From a distance, 
the crowns of the palms within are silhouetted in the central dome; close to, 
banana leaves thrust themselves against the glass. To enter it is to enter a 
tropical fantasy. The body is assaulted by heat, light, and the smell of damp 
vegetation.   

 
In Palace of Palms, Kate Teltscher tells the extraordinary story of its creation and of the Victorians’ obsession 
with the palms that filled it. It is a story of breathtaking ambition, of scientific discovery and, crucially, of 
the remarkable men whose vision it was. The Palm House was commissioned by the charismatic first 
Director of Kew, Sir William Hooker, designed by the audacious Irish engineer, Richard Turner, and 
managed by Kew’s forthright curator, John Smith, who battled with boilers and floods to ensure the survival 
of the rare and wondrous plants it housed. 
 
KATE TELTSCHER is a Reader in English Literature at the University of Roehampton and Visiting 
Researcher at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. As a cultural historian, her research has focused on colonial 
contact between Britain and Asia and she is the author of two acclaimed books, India Inscribed: European and 
British Writing on India, 1600-1800 and The High Road to China: George Bogle, the Panchen Lama and the First British 
Expedition to Tibet, which was shortlisted for the James Tait Black Memorial Prize for Biography. She lives 
in south-west London with her family. 
 
UK publication date: Picador – 9th July 2020 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Fortress 

The Great Siege of Przemysl 

by Alexander Watson 
In the autumn of 1914 Europe was at war. The battling powers had already 
suffered casualties on a scale previously unimaginable. On both the 
western and eastern fronts elaborate war plans lay in ruins and had been 
discarded in favour of desperate improvisation. In the west, this resulted 
in the remorseless world of the trenches; in the east all eyes were focussed 
on the old, beleaguered Austro-Hungarian fortress of Przemysl.  
 
The great siege that unfolded at Przemysl was the longest of the whole war. 
In the defence of the fortress and the struggle to relieve it, Austria-Hungary 
suffered some 800,000 casualties. Almost unknown now, this was one of 
the great turning points of the conflict. If the Russians had broken through 

they could have invaded Central Europe, but by the time the fortress fell their strength was exhausted and 
they could go no further. 
 
This is a story of such magnitude it is reminiscent of one of the founding war stories – that of the Siege of 
Troy. Yet it also prefigures the emergence of the Blood Lands and, long before the rise of Hitler or Stalin, 
what Prezemysl experienced in early 1915 would become more common with the rapid emergence of the 
ethnic violence that was to follow.  
 
Alexander Watson, prize-winning author of Ring of Steel, has written one of the great epics of the First World 
War. Comparable to Stalingrad in 1942-3, Przemysl shaped the course of Europe's future. Neither Russians 
nor Austro-Hungarians ever recovered from their disasters. Using a huge range of sources, Watson 
brilliantly recreates a world of long-gone empires, broken armies and a cut off community sliding into 
chaos. The siege was central to the war itself, but also a chilling harbinger of what would engulf the entire 
region in the coming decades, as nationalism, anti-Semitism and an exterminatory fury took hold. 
 

ALEXANDER WATSON is a British historian, writer, and professor. He is the author of two books, 

which focus on Britain and Central Europe during World War I. His most recent book, Ring of Steel: Germany 

and Austria-Hungary at War, 1914-1918, won numerous awards. Watson is currently a Lecturer in History 

at Goldsmiths, University of London. 

 

Publication date: Allen Lane – 31st October 2019 

 

Praise for The Fortress: 

✦ Chosen as one of the Best Books of 2019 by The Times ✦  

 
‘It deserves to become a classic of military history.’ – The Times 
 
‘Watson’s splendid book combines great evocative power (and flashes of sharp humour) with the ethical 
authority of the best history writing. The story it tells is unsettling, because it resists any attempt to 
encompass the death and violence of war within a narrative of redemption.’ – Guardian 
 
‘Alexander Watson tells this story beautifully... This is a hugely enjoyable book that anyone seeking to make 
sense of the dark side of 20th-century Europe would do well to read.’ – Adam Zamoyski, Literary Review 
 
Rights sales for The Fortress: UK (Allen Lane), US (Basic Books), China (Guangdong People’s 
Publishing House), Italy (Rizzoli), Poland (Rebis) 
 

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Robbins Office, Inc. – Non- Fiction 
 

The History Makers 
2500 Years of Who We Are 

by Richard Cohen 
 

An epic exploration of who gets to write the history books, 
and how the biases of certain storytellers – from Caesar to 
Shakespeare to Simon Schama – continue to influence our 

ideas about history today. 
 

There are many stories we can spin about the past, but which stories get 
told? And by whom? One person can shape our understanding of the 
past through the prism of his or her own beliefs and prejudices. In this 

book Cohen reveals how historians – and other critical witnesses such as 

the writers of the Bible, novelists, and propagandists – influence accepted 
accounts of the human experience. 

 
The History Makers investigates the published works and private utterances of our greatest historical thinkers 
to discover the influences that informed their views of the world, that have, in turn, informed ours. From 
the origins of journalism through television and the digital age, The History Makers is packed with captivating 
figures brought to vivid life, from Macaulay and Marx, to Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, U.S. Grant and Mary 
Beard. Rich in character, complex truths, and surprising anecdotes, the result is a unique exploration of 
both the art and craft of history-making that disturbs the dust on history and makes us think anew of our 

past and ourselves. The depth of Cohen’s inquiry, and the delight he takes in his subjects – even the 
practitioners of what he calls “Bad History”, those villains who twist reality to glorify themselves and 

conceal their own terrible behaviour – make this an authoritative and supremely entertaining book. 
 
RICHARD COHEN is the former publishing director of Hutchinson and Hodder & Stoughton and the 
founder of Richard Cohen Books. The author of By the Sword, Chasing the Sun, and How to Write Like Tolstoy, 
he has written for The New York Times and most leading London newspapers, and has appeared on BBC 
radio and television. 
 
US publication date: Random House – 9th June 2020 
 
Praise for The History Makers: 
‘The History Makers opens a dialogue with the reader - grave and witty, suave yet pointed - erudite yet 
engaging and full of energy. It is scholarly, lively, quotable, up-to-date and fun.’ – Hilary Mantel, Booker-
prize winning author of the bestselling Thomas Cromwell trilogy  
 
‘What a grand, illuminating, and fun book! Richard Cohen takes us on a learned tour through the 
cacophony of history and of the characters who’ve told the stories that shape us.’ – Jon Meacham, author 
of American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House and Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power 
 
‘Richard Cohen has written an utterly engaging love letter to history’s hidden story tellers. Provocative, 
funny but scrupulously fair, The History Makers is a timely reminder that history doesn’t write itself.’  
– Amanda Foreman, author of Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire, A World on Fire, and The World Made by Women 
 
Rights sales for The History Makers: US (Random House), UK (Weidenfeld & Nicolson), Korea 
(Gimm-Young), Russia (Corpus) 
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The Robbins Office, Inc. – Non- Fiction 
 

Fast Carbs, Slow Carbs 
The Simple Truth about Food, Weight,  

and Disease 

by David A. Kessler 
 
In this urgent sequel to his New York Times bestseller The End of 

Overeating, Dr. David A. Kessler explains why we suffer in 
unprecedented numbers from debilitating illnesses, and offers 

concrete solutions for reducing cardiovascular problems, keeping 
weight off, and curtailing chronic disease. 

  
The body is in trouble. Heart disease is the number one cause of death 
today, and millions are plagued by conditions like obesity and diabetes. But 

we have the answer to improving health and longevity: Cut out fast carbs, reduce saturated fats and exercise 
regularly. 
 
Though the solution is simple, the difficulty lies in the food we eat. Multi-billion-dollar processing plants 
and food manufacturers exist to increase the profits of the industrialized farming business – Big Agriculture 
– that produces excess corn, wheat, and soy. Today, we are being fed highly palatable, ultra-processed 
carbohydrates that are often marketed as “healthy.” These fast carbs are primarily starches and sugars 
produced during food processing and are present in much of what we eat. By destroying the healthy 
structure of whole food and increasing the amount of rapidly digestible starch it contains, these products 
bypass our body’s metabolic pathways. When combined with the ill-effects of saturated fats, we are putting 
ourselves on a collision course with weight gain, insulin resistance, digestive issues, heart disease, and more.  
 
The problem is, most of us don’t know where these fast carbs and saturated fats lurk in our daily diets. 
Accessible and eye-opening, Fast Carbs, Slow Carbs provides the information everyone needs to understand 
exactly what they are eating – and to learn the truth about what we’re being sold as “healthy” food. Rising 
above the confusing range of specific popular diets – Keto, Paleo, Mediterranean, Vegan – Dr. Kessler 
gives us an achievable baseline that can set us on the path to better health. 
  
DAVID A. KESSLER, MD, served as commissioner of the US Food and Drug Administration. He is a 
pediatrician and was the dean of the medical schools at Yale and the University of California, San Francisco. 
He is a graduate of Amherst College, the University of Chicago Law School, and Harvard Medical School. 
 
US publication date: Harper Wave – 31st March 2020 
 
Praise for previous title, The End of Overeating:  
‘Fascinating…an exploration of us.’ – New York Times 
 
‘Disturbing, thought-provoking, and important.’ – Anthony Bourdain 
 
‘No ordinary diet book.’ – New Scientist 
 
Rights sales for Fast Carbs, Slow Carbs: US & UK (Harper Wave) 
 
Rights sales for The End of Overeating: US (Rodale), UK (Allen Lane), Canada (McClelland & Stewart), 
Germany (Goldmann), Hungary (Park), Italy (Garzanti), Netherlands (Atlas Contact), Japan (X-
Knowledge), Korea (Moonye), Poland (Fundacja Zrodla Zycia), Romania (Paralela 45), Russia (Eksmo) 
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Ethics on the Edge 
How to Make Good Choices in a Complicated World 

by Susan Liautaud 
 

A guide for ethical decision-making in the 21st century and a 
roadmap for navigating the increasingly complex ethical dilemmas 

we face daily by Stanford lecturer and twenty-year veteran of 
ethical thought Susan Liautaud. 

 
It is not your imagination: we’re living in a time of moral deterioration. 
Publicly, we’re bombarded with reports of government leaders acting 
counter to their mission to serve those who elected them, spreading 
misinformation and making claims of fake news; tech companies’ 
products posing risks to society with little or no repercussion; and 
corporations prioritizing profit over safety, health, and our best interests. 

 
Personally, we may be conflicted about how much privacy to afford our children on the internet; whether 
to order products from companies which perpetuate practices we don’t believe in; or how to handle ethical 
misconduct we witness in our relationships or work. 
 
How do we find a way forward? While some ethical matters are black and white, today’s challenges are 
increasingly grey, with boundaries constantly blurring and causing us to teeter on the edge of decision-
making. In Ethics on the Edge, Stanford University lecturer and ethics advisor Susan Liautaud explains that 
with the rapid advances in technology, concentrated power structures, and lacking laws that protect citizens 
and consumers, ethics is harder to understand than ever. Our challenge is to maximize the opportunities 

and minimize the risks in all areas of our lives – to seize the good in situations while holding ourselves to 
high ethical standards.  
 
Drawing on two decades as an ethics advisor guiding corporations, academic institutions, nonprofits, as 
well as students in her popular ethics course, Liautaud explains why we’re in a moral downturn and provides 
practical advice for how to make ethical choices in your life using a clear, four-step decision-making process. 
Guiding you through the edgiest dilemmas that we face today, showing you how to develop a clear point 
of view, speak out with authority, make effective decisions, and contribute to a more ethical world for 
yourself and others, Ethics on the Edge is the must-have guide for the 21st century. 
 
DR. SUSAN LIAUTAUD is Founder and Managing Director of Susan Liautaud & Associates Limited, an 
ethics advisory firm supporting global organizations and leaders in business, government, and the non-
profit sector. She teaches ethics courses at Stanford University and founded a non-profit, independent, 
cross-sector laboratory and collaborative platform for innovative ethics called The Ethics Incubator. Susan 
is also Chair of the Ethics Policy Committee at LSE. She currently serves on the French Ambassador’s 
Foreign Trade Advisory Council in the UK, is a recent past Chair of the Médecins Sans Frontières US 
Advisory Board, and member of the board of directors of the Pasteur Institute, Care International 
Supervisory Board, and the American Hospital of Paris Board of Governors. She speaks fluent French and 
Spanish, as well as advanced intermediate Chinese and intermediate Italian. 

US publication date: Simon & Schuster – 8th September 2020 
 
Rights sales for Ethics on the Edge: World English (Simon & Schuster), Taiwan (Ping’s Publications) 
 
Material available: proposal and sample chapter – Delivery: March 2020  

 



53 
 

The Robbins Office, Inc. – Non- Fiction 
 

The Indomitable Florence Finch 
The Untold Story of a War Widow Turned Resistance 

Fighter and Savior of American POWs 

by Robert Mrazek 
 

The riveting story of an unsung World War II hero who saved 
countless lives in the Philippines. 

 
When Florence Finch died at the age of 101, few of her Ithaca, NY 
neighbors knew that this unassuming Filipina native was a Presidential 
Medal of Freedom recipient, whose courage and sacrifice were 
unsurpassed in the Pacific War against Japan. Long accustomed to 
keeping her secrets close in service of the Allies, she waited fifty years to 
reveal the story of those dramatic and harrowing days to her own children. 

An unlikely warrior, she relied on her own intelligence and fortitude to survive on her own from the age of 
seven, facing bigotry as a mixed-race mestiza with the dual heritage of her American serviceman father and 
Filipina mother. 
 
As the war drew ever closer to the Philippines, Florence fell in love with a dashing American naval 
intelligence agent, Charles "Bing" Smith. In the wake of Bing's sudden death in battle, Florence transformed 
from a mild-mannered young wife into a fervent resistance fighter. She conceived a bold plan to divert 
precious fuel from the Japanese army, which was then sold on the black market to provide desperately 
needed medicine and food for hundreds of American POWs. In constant peril of arrest and execution, 
Florence fought to save others, even as the Japanese police closed in. 
 
With a wealth of original sources including taped interviews, personal journals, and unpublished 
memoirs, The Indomitable Florence Finch brings light to the long-hidden story of the transcendent bravery of 
a woman who belongs in America's pantheon of war heroes. 
 
ROBERT J. MRAZEK graduated from Cornell University, served in the U.S. Navy, and served five terms 
in the U.S. Congress. Mrazek authored the Amerasian Homecoming Act, which brought nineteen thousand 
children of Americans who served in Vietnam to the USA. Since leaving Congress, Mrazek has written ten 
books, earning the American Library Association’s top honor for military fiction, the Michael Shaara award 
for Civil War fiction.  
 
US publication date: Hachette – 16th June 2020 
 
Praise for The Indomitable Florence Finch:  
‘This soul-stirring story of a true heroine of World War II brought tears to my eyes.’ – James M. McPherson, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Battle Cry of Freedom 
 
‘The searing tragedy and epic heroism of Florence Finch… is an enthralling and inspiring narrative… A 
stellar hero of the Philippine resistance who risked all to save the lives of many others.’ – Richard B. Frank 
 
‘‘Indomitable’ is an understatement. Florence’s breathtaking story causes us to remember that one person, 
can indeed, change the lives of many.’ – Judith L. Pearson, award-winning author of Belly of the 
Beast and Wolves at the Door 
 
Rights sales for The Indomitable Florence Finch: US (Hachette)  
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Apuleius’s The Golden Ass 
Adapted and abridged  

by Peter Singer  
translated by Ellen Finkelpearl 

 
The Golden Ass, by Apuleius, also known as Metamorphoses, was written in 
Latin towards the end of the second century AD. Lively, bawdy, and 
often funny, it tells the story of the adventures of a young man whose 
fascination with witchcraft leads him to be transformed into a donkey.  
 
Translated by Ellen Finkelpearl, Professor Singer’s adaptation will 
include an introduction setting the work in its historic context and 
discussing its implications for how we think about – and treat – animals. 

 
US Publication: Liveright/W.W. Norton 
 

Ethics in the Real World 
82 Brief Essays on Things That Matter 

 

Peter Singer is often described as the world’s most influential philosopher. He is certainly 
one of its most controversial. In this book of brief essays, he applies his ways of thinking 
to issues like climate change, extreme poverty, animals, abortion, euthanasia, human 
genetic selection, sports doping, the sale of kidneys, the ethics of high-priced art, and 
ways of increasing happiness. Provocative and original, these essays will challenge – and 
possibly change – your beliefs about a wide range of real-world ethical questions. 
 

Rights sold: Arabic (Dar Al-Rafidain), China (Guangxi Normal University Press Group), Japan (Seifusha), 
Korea (Woongjin Think Big), Iran (Novin Ketabgooya), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Portugal (Almedina), Russia 
(Sindbad) Spain (Antoni Bosch), Tawian (Locus) 
 

Animal Liberation 
The Definitive Classic of the Animal Movement 

 

Since its original publication in 1975, this groundbreaking work has awakened millions 
of people to the existence of "speciesism"—our systematic disregard of nonhuman 
animals—inspiring a worldwide movement to transform our attitudes to animals and 
eliminate the cruelty we inflict on them.  
 
Rights sold: Brazil (Lugano Editora), China (Beijing Yongzhen Kaiyuan Media Co.), 
Estonia (University of Tartu Press), France (Payot), Germany (Harald Fischer Verlag), 

Greece (Antigone Documentation Center), Hindi (Manjul Publishing House), Iceland (Portfolio 
Publishing), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Japan (Jimbun Shoin), Korea (Yeonamseoga), Netherlands (De Geus), 
Poland (Marginesy), Portugal (University of Lisbon Press), Russia (Sindbad), Spain (Taurus), Thailand (Suan 
Mguen Mee Ma),Turkey (Ayrinti), Ukraine (Pabulum Publishing) 
 
PETER SINGER is Ira W. DeCamp Professor of Bioethics, Princeton University, and Laureate Professor 
at the University of Melbourne. Author, co-author and editor of fifty books on a range of topics, he is best 
known for Animal Liberation, widely considered to be the founding statement of the animal rights 
movement.  
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The Big Goodbye 
Chinatown and the Last Years of Hollywood 

by Sam Wasson 
 
From the New York Times bestselling author of Fifth Avenue, Five 

A.M. and Fosse comes the revelatory account of the making of a 
modern masterpiece. 

 
Chinatown is the Holy Grail of 1970s cinema. Its twist ending is one of the 
most notorious in film and its closing line of dialogue the most haunting. 
Here for the first time is the incredible true story of its making. In Sam 
Wasson's telling, it becomes the defining story of the most colorful 
characters in the most colorful period of Hollywood history. Here is Jack 
Nicholson at the height of his powers, as compelling a movie star as there 

has ever been, embarking on his great, doomed love affair with Angelica Huston. Here is director Roman 
Polanski, both predator and prey, haunted by the savage death of his wife, returning to Los Angeles, the 
scene of the crime, where the seeds of his own self-destruction are quickly planted. Here is the fevered 
dealmaking of "The Kid", Robert Evans, the most consummate of producers. Here too is Robert Towne's 
fabled script, widely considered the greatest original screenplay ever written. Wasson for the first time peels 
off layers of myth to provide the true account of its creation, using notes and memos.  
 
Looming over the story of this classic movie is the imminent eclipse of the 70s filmmaker-friendly studios 
as they gave way to the corporate Hollywood we know today. In telling that larger story, this book will take 
its place alongside classics like Easy Riders, Raging Bulls and The Devil's Candy as one of the great movie world 
books ever written.   
 
SAM WASSON is the author of six books including the best-selling Fosse and Fifth Avenue, 5 AM: Audrey 
Hepburn, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, and the Dawn of the Modern Woman. He lives in Los Angeles.   
 
US publication date for The Big Goodbye:  Flatiron – 4th February 2020 
 
Praise for The Big Goodbye: 

✦ New York Times Best Seller ✦ Publishers Weekly Best Seller ✦  
 
‘A scrupulously researched and reported book with a stellar cast of players, not to mention some astonishing 
sources… Wasson… is one of the great chroniclers of Hollywood lore. And he has truly outdone himself 
this time.’ – The New York Times  
 
‘Wasson’s fascinating and page-turning description of the talent and ideas behind ‘Chinatown’ is more than 
a mere biography of a landmark movie.’ – Los Angeles Times 
 
‘Now comes Sam Wasson, a veteran writer of Hollywood tales with a novelist’s eye for complex characters 
and a natural storyteller’s feel for scenes, dialogue and richly revealing details… Wasson, in “The Big 
Goodbye,” weaves a tale in a voice that is intimate and sympathetic, yet critical… an utterly stylish and 
entertaining ode to a bygone era and the gifted but troubled people who made it memorable.’ – The 
Washington Post  
  
Rights sales for The Big Goodbye: US (Flatiron), UK (Faber), Spain (Es Pop) 
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The Folly and the Glory 
America, Russia, and Political Warfare, 1945 – 2020 

by Tim Weiner 
 

From the winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book 
Award, an urgent and gripping account of the 75-year battle 

between the US and Russia. 
 
With vivid storytelling and riveting insider accounts, Weiner traces the 
roots of political warfare – the conflict America and Russia have waged 
with espionage, sabotage, diplomacy and disformation – from 1945 until 
2020. America won the cold war, but Russia is winning today. Vladimir 
Putin helped to put his chosen candidate in the White House with a covert 
campaign that continues to this moment. Putin’s Russia has revived 

Soviet-era intelligence operations gaining ever more potent information from—and influence over—the 
American people and government. Yet the US has put little power into its defence. This has put American 
democracy in peril. 
 
Weiner takes us behind closed doors, illuminating Russian and American intelligence operations and their 
consequences. He examines long-running 20th century CIA operations, the global political machinations 
of the Soviet KGB around the world, the erosion of American political warfare after the Cold War, and 
how 21st century Russia has kept the cold war alive. The Folly and the Glory is an urgent call to our leaders 
and citizens to understand the nature of political warfare – and to change course before it’s too late. 
 
TIM WEINER is a former national security correspondent for The New York Times. He has served as a foreign 
correspondent in Mexico, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Sudan. 
 
US publication date: Henry Holt – 2nd June 2020 

 
Praise for The Folly and the Glory: 
‘There is no bigger or more consequential modern history than this. Writing with his inimitable fierce, 
forceful urgency, Tim Weiner traces the eye-opening and astounding story of 75 years of shadow conflict 
between the US and Russia.’ – Garrett M. Graff, author of The Only Plane in the Sky 
 
‘Tim Weiner, our most intrepid historian of national security’s dark secrets, pulls off another triumph 
with The Folly and the Glory, a fast-paced and revelatory chronicle showing that the Kremlin’s campaign to 
subvert American democracy is but the latest chapter of a struggle that began with the Cold War—and the 
blowback to the type of ‘political warfare’ that the U.S. invented.’ – Fred Kaplan, author of The Bomb: 
Presidents, Generals, and the Secret History of Nuclear War 
 
Rights sales for The Folly and The Glory: US (Henry Holt), Germany (S. Fischer Verlag), Netherlands 
(De Bezige Bij), Romania (Litera) 
 
Rights sales for Legacy of Ashes: US (Doubleday), UK (Allen Lane), Albania (Koha), Arabic (All Prints), 
Brazil (Record), Bulgaria (Oxiart), Simplified Chinese (Grand China Publishing), Croatia (Fraktura), Czech 
Republic (Argo), Denmark (Lindhardt & Ringhof), Finland (Otava), France (Editions de Fallois), Germany 
(S. Fischer Verlag), Greece (Govostis Publishing), Hungary (Gabo Kiado), Indonesia (PT Gramedia), Israel 
(Resling), Italy (Rizzoli), Japan (Bungeishunju), Korea (Random House Korea), Netherlands (De Bezige 
Bij), Poland (Rebis Publishing), Portugal (Difel), Romania (Litera International), Russia (Centrepolygraph), 
Spain (RH Mondadori), Taiwan (China Times), Turkey (Koridor). Film and TV Rights: Potboiler 
Television  
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How to Fight Anti-Semitism 
by Bari Weiss 

 

✦ Winner of the National Jewish Book Award ✦ 
 

No longer the exclusive province of the far right, the far left, and assorted 
religious bigots, anti-Semitism now finds a home in identity politics and 
the reaction against identity politics, in the renewal of America First 
isolationism and the rise of one-world socialism, and in the spread of 
Islamist ideas into unlikely places. A hatred that was, until recently, reliably 
taboo, anti-Semitism is migrating toward the mainstream, amplified by 
social media and a culture of conspiracy that threatens us all. 
 
This timely book is Weiss’s cri de coeur: an unnerving reminder that Jews 

must never lose their hard-won instinct for danger, and a powerful case for renewing Jewish and liberal 
values to guide us through this uncertain moment.  
 
BARI WEISS is a staff writer and editor for the opinion section of the New York Times. Weiss was an  
op-ed and book review editor at the Wall Street Journal before joining the Times in 2017. She has also worked 
at Tablet, the online magazine of Jewish politics and culture. 
 
US Publication date: Crown – 10th September 2019 
 
Praise for How to Fight Anti-Semitism: 
‘This passionate, vividly written, regularly insightful book is [a] pained, fighting elegy.’ – Guardian 
 
‘A must-read for anyone seeking to understand and stop the rise of a pernicious ideology.’ – Publishers Weekly 
 
Rights sales for How to Fight Anti-Semitism: US (Crown), UK (Allen Lane) 
 
 

The New Seven Dirty Words 
by Bari Weiss 

 

There are subjects and perspectives – a ballooning number of them – that are radioactive. Touch them or 
say the wrong thing about them, and you can lose your job, your friends or your social standing. People 
who dare venture into this ‘There Be Dragons’ territory on the intellectual map are met with outrage and 
derision. Even, or perhaps especially, from people who pride themselves on openness and inclusivity.   
 
Nearly half a century ago, George Carlin had his seven dirty words. Today we have a new set. And just as 
those original dirty words have lost much of their ability to shock, these words have become far more 
explosive. They are: Imagination, Humility, Proportion, Empathy, Judgment, Reason and Doubt. Each 
word, benign on the surface, signifies a precious idea that has fallen out of favor and is inextricably tied to 
the habits of mind necessary for maintaining an open society – a society in which people can speak and 
argue freely in order to think a little more clearly – are under threat.  
 
Material available: Proposal and speech – Delivery: Spring 2020  
 
Rights sales for The New Seven Dirty Words: US (Crown), UK (Allen Lane) 


