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FICTION

The Wisdom of Bones
by Kitty Aldridge
To find a creature part eel, part African lion, who steps the tightrope,
plays the viola, frightens the ladies and sings like a nightingale. This
is my task. I must conjure, procure and invent, as a novelty is only
novel once and no success succeeds as surely as failure fails.
London 1879 – In a gloomy room on Islington’s back streets, showman
Percy Unusual George dreams of the miracle that will change his fortunes
and that of his troupe of performing Remarkables. This waking dream will
lead him to an infamous French dwarf, an exiled Polish king, and a superstar
of the Enlightenment…and alter the course of his life forever.
France 1751 – At the court of Lunéville, in the Alsace region of Lorraine, exiled Polish King Stanislas hosts
grand parties for the French nobility and luminaries of the Enlightenment. While Voltaire falls in love with
Émilie du Châtelet, the Polish king presents his horrified queen with a gift of an infant dwarf from the
Vosges Mountains. King Stanislas names the child, Bébé, and watches indulgently as his protégé becomes
the most notorious and celebrated dwarf in France, until an unexpected guest arrives and unforeseen
tragedy follows.
Two ambitious men. One hundred years apart. Kitty Aldridge entwines their stories to powerful effect in
this astonishingly imaginative and daring novel. The Wisdom of Bones is a high-wire performance: a hypnotic
tale of desire and ambition, a quest for celebrity, and the human ache to be loved and remembered.
KITTY ALDRIDGE is the author of Pop, which was longlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction and
shortlisted for the Pendleton May First Novel Award. Her most recent novels are Cryers Hill and A Trick I
Learned from Dead Men. She was described by Richard Ford as having ‘a moral grasp upon life that is grave,
knowing, melancholy, often extremely funny and ultimately optimistic.’
UK publication date: Corsair – 2nd May 2019
Praise for The Wisdom of Bones:
‘Kitty Aldridge has a nimble and exotic imagination, and in The Wisdom of Bones, all her gifts are on display.
Written in sentences of stark and evocative precision, and intertwining two poignant tales to startling effect,
this novel has the fascination of a cabinet of curiosities magically brought to life. A regular marvel.’ – Rupert
Thomson
‘A highly ambitious novel, written in an utterly original voice. The Wisdom of Bones is unlike anything I’ve
read in a long time: a real tour de force from a supremely talented writer.’ – Alba Arikha
Agent: Clare Alexander

1

Saltwater
by Jessica Andrews
Lyrical and boundary-breaking, Saltwater explores the complexities
of mother-daughter relationships, the challenges of shifting class
identity and the way that the strongest feelings of love can be the
hardest to define.
When Lucy wins a place at university, she thinks London will unlock her
future. It is a city alive with pop-up bars and neon lights illuminating the
Thames at night. At least this is what Lucy expects, having grown up
seemingly a world away in working-class Sunderland, amid legendary family
stories of Irish immigrants and boarding houses, now-defunct ice rinks and
an engagement ring at a fish market.
Yet Lucy's transition to a new life is more overwhelming than she ever expected. As she works long shifts
to make ends meet and navigates chaotic parties in East London warehouses, she still feels like an outsider
among her fellow students. When things come to a head at her graduation, Lucy takes off for Ireland,
seeking solace in her late grandfather's cottage and the wild landscape that surrounds it, wondering if she
can piece together who she really is.
Heralded as a ‘major new voice in contemporary British fiction’ by the Observer New Review’s Alex Preston,
Saltwater is one of the most highly-anticipated debuts of the year and was selected as a 2019 pick in the
Guardian, Observer, Independent, Elle and Waterstones.
JESSICA ANDREWS is 25 and from Sunderland. Her writing has been published by AnOther, Caught by
the River, Somesuch Stories, the Contemporary ICA, Greyscale, Hysteria and Papaya Press. She has an MA
in Creative Writing from the University of Kent, and studied English Literature at King’s College London.
She is now living in London after recent stints in Donegal and Berlin.
UK publication date: Sceptre – 16th May 2019
Praise for Saltwater:
‘A book of breathtaking beauty. Saltwater is a visionary novel with prose that gets deep under your skin.
The short, sharp chapters thrum with life. Lucy is a memorable character, her journey one that is moving
and totally compelling, telling a series of deep truths about the state of our divided nation.’ – Observer
‘A stunning new voice in British literary fiction.’ – Independent
‘Saltwater moved me to tears on several occasions; here is proof of the poetic idiosyncrasies of every
family, of every person’s narrative being worthy of literature, of the fact that a good novel shouldn’t bring
voices in from the margins, but travel outwards towards them, and let them tell their own story, in their
own voice, in their own, unique way.’ – Andrew McMillan
‘Saltwater revels in the possibilities of its form, using fragments to shift tone and texture, reminding us of
those pivotal moments that can upend a life… This book holds disparate elements in a finely wrought
balance that is difficult to achieve at any stage of a writing life let alone in a debut.’ – Kayo Chingonyi
Rights sales for Saltwater: UK (Sceptre), US (Farrar, Straus & Giroux), France (Feux Croisés),
Germany (Hoffmann & Campe), Greece (Patakis Publications), Italy (NN Editore), Spain (Seix Barral)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
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The Body Lies
by Jo Baker
From the Sunday Times bestselling author of Longbourn and A
Country Road, A Tree comes a tense and atmospheric thriller, a
timely exploration of male violence in fiction, and in real life.

She hasn't really felt safe in London since the attack. So when she is offered
a job teaching creative writing at a small university in the countryside, she
takes it without hesitation.
But she soon discovers that her new home isn’t the escape she’d hoped for:
the village is isolated, desolate when darkness falls, and her new job is a
nightmare of inefficient bureaucracy. It isn’t until she meets her students,
however, that she feels that familiar old fear creeping back...
Using the format of a classic psychological thriller, Baker subverts the misogynistic elements of the genre
and exposes the quotidian tyranny of toxic masculinity. Our narrator remains nameless and only narrowly
avoids the fate of her less fortunate fictional sisters. The men in her life can slide from protector to predator
in an instant; danger seems to lurk in every assessing gaze, every lingering touch, every expectation and
intrusion. How can she protect herself when she isn’t sure who will hurt her next, when the threats feel
implied and unprovable?
The book is a mystery and a vindication both. With the agonizing tension of a well-paced horror film, The
Body Lies is a slow burn that scorches.
JO BAKER is the author of several novels including the bestselling Longbourn. Her critically-acclaimed
most recent novel, A Country Road, A Tree, is about the life of Samuel Beckett and was shortlisted for the
Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction and the James Tait Black Prize.
UK publication date: Doubleday – 18th June 2019
Praise for The Body Lies:
‘Jo Baker’s The Body Lies is gripping and strange in the best possible way: the perfect marriage of risky
literary fiction and full-on thriller.’ – Maria Semple
‘[A] superior psychological suspense novel… This page-turning thriller has a sympathetic and utterly
believable heroine, but it’s also an examination of how women’s bodies are treated, in life and in fiction’.
– The Bookseller
Praise for previous title, A Country Road, A Tree:
‘Skilful . . . daring . . . extraordinary.’ – Guardian
‘Beautifully written, empathetic and unflinching, it is very, very good.’ – Daily Mail
‘Insightful . . . beautifully paced . . . authentic.’ – Irish Times
Rights sales for The Body Lies: UK (Doubleday), US (Knopf), Germany (Knaus/Penguin Verlag)
Rights sales for previous novel, A Country Road, A Tree: UK (Doubleday), US (Knopf), Germany
(Knaus), Italy (Einaudi)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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My Sister, the Serial Killer
by Oyinkan Braithwaite
A darkly comic, hand grenade of a novel about a Nigerian
woman whose younger sister has a very inconvenient habit of
killing her boyfriends.
Korede is bitter. How could she not be? Her sister, Ayoola, is many things:
the favourite child, the beautiful one, possibly sociopathic. And now
Ayoola's third boyfriend in a row is dead.
Korede’s practicality is the sisters’ saving grace. She knows the best solutions
for cleaning blood, the trunk of her car is big enough for a body, and she
keeps Ayoola from posting pictures of her dinner on Instagram when she
should be mourning her ‘missing’ boyfriend. Not that she gets any credit.
Korede has long been in love with a kind, handsome doctor at the hospital where she works. She dreams
of the day when he will realize that she’s exactly what he needs. But when he asks Korede for Ayoola’s
number, she must reckon with what her sister has become and how far she’s willing to go to protect her.
Sharp as nails and full of deadpan wit, Oyinkan Braithwaite’s deliciously deadly debut is as fun as it is
frightening.
OYINKAN BRAITHWAITE is a graduate of Creative Writing and Law from Kingston University. She
was shortlisted as a top-ten spoken-word artist in the Eko Poetry Slam, and in 2016 she was a finalist for
the Commonwealth Short Story Prize. She lives in Lagos, Nigeria.
UK publication date: Atlantic – 3rd January 2019
Praise for My Sister, the Serial Killer:
★ Longlisted for the Los Angeles Times Book Award ★
★ Longlisted for the 2019 Women’s Prize for Fiction ★
‘A bombshell of a book — sharp, explosive, hilarious.’ – New York Times Book Review
‘Glittering and funny… My Sister, The Serial Killer is like a stiletto slipped between the ribs and through the
left ventricle of the heart — precise, sure of its aim, and deadly in its effect.’ – Financial Times
‘Campy and delightfully naughty … Taut and darkly funny contemporary noir.’ – Marie Claire
‘Lagos noir — pulpy, peppery and sinister, served up in a comic deadpan… There’s a seditious pleasure
in its momentum…This scorpion-tailed little thriller leaves a response, and a sting, you will remember.’ –
New York Times
Rights sales for My Sister, the Serial Killer: UK (Atlantic), US (Doubleday), Brazil (Editora Kapulana),
Czech Republic (Host Vydavatelsti), France (Delcourt), Germany (Aufbau), Italy (La Nave di Teseo),
Korea (1000 Sentences Publishing), Netherlands (Uitgeverij Plujm), Nigeria (Narrative Landscape Press),
Russia (Popcorn), Romania (Art), Sweden (Lind & Co), Turkey (Can Yayinlari) Film Rights: Optioned
to Working Title Films with Nira Park and Rachael Prior
Agent: Clare Alexander
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In the Full Light of the Sun
by Clare Clark
In the Full Light of the Sun follows the fortunes of three Berliners caught up
in a devastating scandal of 1930s’ Germany. It tells the story of Emmeline,
a wayward, young art student; Julius, an anxious, middle-aged art expert;
and a mysterious art dealer named Rachmann who are at the heart of
Weimar Berlin at its hedonistic, politically turbulent apogee and are
whipped up into excitement over the surprising discovery of thirty-two
previously unknown paintings by Vincent van Gogh.
Based on a true story, unfolding through the subsequent rise of Hitler and
the Nazis, this gripping tale is about beauty and justice, and the truth that
may be found when our most treasured beliefs are revealed as illusions.
Brilliant on authenticity, vanity and self-delusion, it is a novel for our times.
CLARE CLARK has published five novels, which have been long-listed for the Orange Prize, translated
into many languages and praised by the likes of Hilary Mantel and Amanda Foreman. Her first novel, The
Great Stink, is in development with Sarah Radcliyffe Films.
UK publication date: Virago – 28th February 2019
Praise for In the Full Light of the Sun:
‘A completely fascinating novel about the early 20th century art world and its many dubious machinations.
Expertly researched, compellingly narrated and full of potent resonance today.’ – William Boyd
‘A fascinating tale… The art world is richly drawn and its atmosphere pervades the novel.’ – The
Times
‘With great skill and sympathy, Clark evokes a febrile society in which politics, love and art offer no
certainties, and the ground always threatens to open beneath her characters’ feet.’ – Sunday Times
‘An irresistible story…As compelling as it is expansive… At the heart of the book lies a quest for
authenticity that has a bearing on our own times…Clark’s fictionalisation of the Wacker affair stands as a
salutary tale for the post-truth era.’ – Guardian
‘A wonderful novel: passionate, intelligent, humane, it held me from the first page to the last.’ – Rachel
Seiffert
‘In her gripping new novel Clare Clark paints a picture of Weimar Berlin in which surface glitter hides
sinister and bitter truths. Page by page she brings secret lives into the light; nothing: not love, not art, not
politics, is what it seems, and few escape the brutal forces that emerge.’ – Stella Tillyard
Rights sales for In the Full Light of the Sun: UK (Virago), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), Germany
(Hoffmann & Campe), Italy (Newton Compton)
Rights sales for previous novel, We That Are Left: UK (Harvill Secker), US (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt), France (Flammarion), Germany (Hoffmann & Campe)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Your Fault
by Andrew Cowan
‘Andrew Cowan’s latest novel is a brilliant guided tour of a
childhood, full of his typically sharp insights into family tenderness
and regret. Technically daring, emotionally rewarding, I haven’t
read anything quite like it.’ – Richard Beard
Set in a 1960s English new town, Your Fault charts one boy’s childhood
from first memory to first love. A year older in each chapter, Peter’s story
is told to him by his future self as he attempts to recreate the optimism and
futurism of the 1960s, and to reveal how that utopianism fares as it emerges
into the Seventies.
With extraordinary precision and tenderness, Andrew Cowan’s elegant
prose overlays a roiling story full of oedipal emotion and sibling rivalry, unfolding the untold story of the
confusion and guilt of growing up male during the second half of the 20th century.
ANDREW COWAN was born in Corby and educated at the University of East Anglia. His first novel,
Pig, was the winner of the Sunday Times Young Writer of the Year Award, a Betty Trask Award, the Ruth
Hadden Memorial Prize, the Authors’ Club First Novel Award and a Scottish Council Book Award, and
was shortlisted for five other literary prizes. He is also the author of the writing guidebook The Art of
Writing Fiction and four other novels: Common Ground, Crustaceans, What I Know and Worthless Men. He is the
Director of the Creative Writing programme at UEA.
UK publication date: Salt – 15th May 2019
Praise for Your Fault:
‘Cowan’s writing is observant and unsentimental, wryly funny and tragic, and his portrait of post-war Britain
finds humour and heart in the most unlikely details.’ – D. W. Wilson
‘This book perfectly highlights the subtleties and mysteries of everyday life, creating a world which seems
ordinary even while something ominous bubbles just beneath the surface. The narrative balances between
a kind of universality and an arresting specificity, exploring the relationship between memory and guilt, as
it builds towards its electrifying ending.’ – Emma Healey
‘This is an exceptional work of fiction.’ – Naomi Wood
Agent: Clare Alexander
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This Brutal House
by Niven Govinden
‘Govinden is the kind of gentle modernist that contemporary
British fiction needs; entertaining, intellectual, emotional,
poetic, fabulous.’ – Deborah Levy
On the steps of New York’s City Hall, five ageing Mothers sit in silent
protest. They are the guardians of the vogue ball community - queer men
who opened their hearts and homes to countless lost Children, providing
safe spaces for them to explore their true selves.
Through epochs of city nightlife, from draconian to liberal, the Children
have been going missing; their absences ignored by the authorities and
un-investigated by the police. In a final act of dissent the Mothers have
come to pray: to expose their personal struggle beneath our age of protest, and commemorate their loss
until justice is served.
Watching from City Hall’s windows is city clerk, Teddy. Raised by the Mothers, he is now charged with
brokering an uneasy truce.
Selected as book to look out for in 2019 by the Observer, Guardian, Dazed, Cosmopolitan and AnOtherMag, This
Brutal House is a lyrical, timely novel. With echoes of James Baldwin, Marilynne Robinson and Rachel
Kushner, Niven Govinden asks what happens when a generation remembered for a single, lavish decade
has been forced to grow up, and what it means to be a parent in a confused and complex society.
NIVEN GOVINDEN is the author of four novels, most recently All the Days and Nights which was
longlisted for the Folio Prize and shortlisted for the Green Carnation Prize. His second novel Graffiti My
Soul is about to go into film production.
UK publication date: Dialogue – 6th June 2019
Praise for This Brutal House:
‘A moving plural lament, a prayer for the unheard, the unrelenting, the unvanquished; this feels to me a
vital book, telling the stories of those who haven’t been properly heard before, a protest against the
incomplete stories that have been handed down to us.’ – Andrew McMillan
‘Vivid prose reinventing ideas of motherhood, belonging and taking us into the community of drag balls
and protest, both personal and political.’ – Jenni Fagan
‘A powerful and poetic book. With prose that is at once intelligent, angry and humane, Niven continues to
give important subjects the attention and audience they deserve.’ – Kerry Hudson
‘Niven Govinden is a true force of fierceness and beauty, and I’m excited to read any word that he writes.’
– Olivia Laing
‘This Brutal House is a singular, poetic book full of anger and longing, defiance and solidarity, wrested from
the teeth of these cruel and uncertain times.’ – Colin Barrett
Agent: Lisa Baker
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The Porpoise
by Mark Haddon
Old myths are broken, and a new voyage begins

‘I really am so very, very sorry about this,’ he says, in an oddly
formal voice… They strike the side of a grain silo. They are
travelling at seventy miles per hour.
A newborn baby is the sole survivor of a terrifying plane crash.
She is raised in wealthy isolation by an over-protective father. She knows
nothing of the rumours about a beautiful young woman, hidden from
the world.
When a suitor visits, he understands far more than he should. Forced to run for his life, he escapes
aboard The Porpoise, an assassin on his tail…
So begins a wild adventure of a novel, damp with salt-spray, blood and tears. A novel that leaps from the
modern era to ancient times; a novel that soars, and sails, and burns long and bright; a novel that almost
drowns in grief yet swims ashore; in which pirates rampage, a princess wins a wrestler’s hand, and ghostwomen with lamprey’s teeth drag a man to hell – and in which the members of a shattered family, adrift
in a violent world, journey towards a place called home.
MARK HADDON is an author, poet, illustrator and screenwriter. His bestselling novel, The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, won seventeen literary prizes, including the Whitbread Award. His latest
book, a short story collection entitled The Pier Falls, was a Sunday Times bestseller.
UK publication date: Chatto – 2nd May 2019
Praise for The Porpoise:
‘A full-throttle blast of storytelling mastery. Ancient and modern overlap and tangle in exhilarating ways.
The Porpoise is a joy to read.’ – Max Porter
‘Staggeringly ambitious, innovative, beautifully written ... it has the pace of a really good thriller, but
combined with a subtlety and depth that few thrillers have.’ – Pat Barker
‘Mark Haddon cuts down to the grittiness of humanity every time he writes. The Porpoise is a beautiful,
unputdownable, ancient tangle with its own sweeping tides and dangerous depths.’ – Daisy Johnson
Rights sales for The Porpoise: UK (Chatto), US (Doubleday), Catalan (Ara Llibres), Bulgaria
(Uniscorp), Czech (Argo), France (Nil), Hungary (under offer), Italy (Einaudi), Netherlands (Atlas
Contact), Portugal (under offer), Spain (Salamandra), Romania (Pandora), Russia (Eksmo)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Harpy
by Megan Hunter
I lift the razor and a fairy tale drop of blood rolls out
from under the silver. The colours are the brightest I
have ever seen.
Lucy and James live in a house by a field where the sun burns like a
ball of fire. Lucy has set her career aside in order to devote the hours
of her life to the children, to their finely tuned routine, and to the
house itself, which comforts her like an old, sly friend. But then a
man calls one afternoon: his wife has been having an affair with
Lucy’s husband, he wants her to know.
The revelation marks a turning point: Lucy and James decide to stay together, but in a special arrangement
designed to even the score and save their marriage, she will hurt him three times.
As the couple submit to a delicate game of crime and punishment, Lucy herself begins to change,
surrendering to a transformation of both mind and body from which there is no return.
Told in dazzling, musical prose, The Harpy is a dark, staggering fairy tale, at once mythical and otherworldly
and fiercely contemporary. It is a novel of love, marriage and its failures, of power, control and revenge, of
metamorphosis and renewal.
MEGAN HUNTER was born in Manchester in 1984, and studied English Literature at Sussex and
Cambridge. Her poetry has been shortlisted for the Bridport Prize and she was a finalist for the Aesthetica
Creative Writing Award. The End We Start From, her first novel, has been translated into seven languages,
was shortlisted for Novel of the Year at the 2017 Books Are My Bag Readers Awards, was longlisted for
the Aspen Words Prize and was a finalist for the Barnes & Noble Discover Prize.
UK publication date: Picador – Spring 2020
Praise for previous title, The End We Start From:
‘Sparse, beautiful and heroic.’ – Observer
‘Hunter traces – with expert precision and such lyricism – who we are when life is minimised … For a
book about the environment, a city, and the world, it is a highly interior story, in the hands of a narrator
of great skill. As an exploration of motherhood, it’s a visceral, poetic confession.’ – Irish Times
‘Written in a stripped-back, detached prose that is all the more powerful for its economy, this is an uplifting
celebration of the reality of motherhood in the face of terrifying global disaster.’ – Daily Mail
‘An effective, unusual and ambitious debut, which keeps the reader pinned to the page.’ – Guardian
‘Engrossing, compelling and finally hopeful.’ – Financial Times
Right sales for The End We Start From: UK (Picador), US (Grove), France (Gallimard), Germany
(Beck), Holland (Hollands Diep), Italy (Guanda), Portugal (20/20 Editora), Spain (Vegueta Ediciones),
Turkey (Yapi Kredi)
Agent: Emma Paterson
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The Great Wide Open
by Douglas Kennedy
All families are secret societies. Realms of intrigue and
internal warfare, governed by their own rules, regulations,
frontiers. Rules which often make no sense to those outside
their borders.
1971. Fifteen year-old Alice Burns is negotiating a disastrous Thanksgiving
at home in Connecticut with her family – New York transplants in the
white bread ‘burbs. Her childhood has been spent navigating the endlessly
combustible marriage between her absent corporate businessman IrishCatholic father, and the sophisticated urban woman turned angry
housewife who is her German-Jewish mother. Her older brothers are wildly disparate: Peter, a dashing,
politically radical fellow with a strong opportunist streak; and Adam, a frat boy hockey player who for all
his brawn is deeply uncertain of himself; a young man harbouring a terrible secret.
Thus begins a great American family epic; a singular coming-of-age story which follows Alice as she
negotiates the bullying horrors of high school, life in an elite small college, university in Ireland at the height
of the Troubles, and a tragedy that finally sends her back to the US into the pessimistic Carter Years and
the start of the Reaganite conservative revolution.
With great scope and narrative density, The Great Wide Open is an ambitious saga, capturing a crucial fifteen
years in late twentieth century American life. It will speak to anyone who has ever wondered why family is
the biggest conundrum that underscores our lives: it investigates the lies we tell ourselves and each other,
the clandestine undercurrents which hinder aspiration, and exposes the corrosive nature of the ties that
bind.
DOUGLAS KENNEDY’s previous novels include the critically-acclaimed bestsellers The Big Picture, The
Pursuit of Happiness and The Moment. He is also the author of three highly-praised travel books. The Big
Picture was filmed with Romain Duris and Catherine Deneuve; The Woman in the Fifth with Ethan Hawke
and Kristen Scott Thomas. His work has been translated into twenty-two languages. In 2007 he was
awarded the French decoration of Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, and in 2009 the inaugural Grand
Prix de Figaro.
UK publication date: Hutchinson – 24th January 2019
Praise for The Great Wide Open:
‘Like all of Kennedy’s work, it has a strangely mesmerising effect . . . charming the reader [and creating] the
instant effect of intimacy... Absolutely excellent.’ – New Statesman
‘Kennedy, the king of twist plot… This novel is a page-turner with a relentless pace.’ – The Times
‘Before Gillian Flynn and Paula Hawkins there was Douglas Kennedy, the original maestro of “family
noir”…Kennedy is skilled at zigzag plotting, blending domestic twists with turns created by global affairs.’
– Observer
Rights sales for The Great Wide Open: UK (Hutchinson), France (Belfond), Korea (Balgunsesang),
Spain (Arpa)
Agent: Antony Harwood
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When We Were Rich
by Tim Lott
The brilliant new novel from the author of The Last Summer of the
Water Strider and White City Blue.
Millennium Eve and six people gather on a London rooftop.
Recently married, Frankie Blue watches with his wife, Veronica, as the
sky above the Thames explodes into a kaleidoscope of light. His
childhood companion, Colin, ineptly flirts with Roxy, an unlikely first
date, while another old friend, Nodge, newly ‘out’, hides his insecurities
from his waspish boyfriend.
New Labour are at their zenith. The economy booms, awash with cheap credit. The arrival of
the smartphone heralds the sudden and vast expansion of social media. Mass immigration from Eastern
Europe leave many unsettled while religious extremism threatens violent conflict.
An estate agent in a property boom, Frankie is focused simply on getting rich. But can he survive the
coming crash? And what will become of his friends - and his marriage - as they are scoured by the winds
of change?
When We Were Rich finds the characters introduced in Tim Lott's award-winning 1999 debut, White City
Blue, struggling to make sense of a new era. Sad, shocking and often hilarious, it is an acutely
observed novel of all our lives, set during what was for some a golden time - and for others a nightmare,
from which we are yet to wake up.
UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – 27th June 2019
Praise for previous title, White City Blue:
‘Sharp, knowing, comic… It is a treat.’ – Daily Telegraph
‘The year’s most sizzling fictional debut.’ – Sunday Times
‘Absolutely terrific… very funny… compares with Nick Hornby and Martin Amis, and succeeds better
than either.’ – Saturday Review BBC Radio 4
‘A hilarious (but horribly true) account of male friendship.’ – Cosmopolitan
‘A mordantly funny book… Observations are vivid, the dialogue crisp and, crucially, the characters are
sympathetic.’ – Tatler
Rights sales for White City Blue: France (Belfond), Germany (Kinder Verlag), Italy (Baldini),
Netherlands (Prometheus), Spain (Tusquets) TV Rights: DLT Entertainment
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Anthill
by Julianne Pachico
Once they put you in the trash, you're rotten, and nobody gives
a damn about who you used to be or what you used to do.
That’s just the way it is.
Lina has come home to the country of her childhood. She’s not been
back for twenty years. Sent away from Colombia to England after her
mother’s death when she was eight, she’s searching for the one person
who can tell her about their shared past.
She’s never forgotten him. Matty – her childhood friend,
her best friend, her brother, her protector – now runs the Anthill, a day
care refuge for the street kids of Medellín. Lina begins volunteering there, but her reunion with Matty is
riven with tension. Memory is fallible, and their versions of what happened are very different.
While Lina confronts her understanding of the country’s political and social ruptures, strange events at the
Anthill start taking place: scratches on the supply closet door, disturbing crayon drawings, and sightings of
a small, dirty boy with pointy teeth. Is this a vision of the boy she once knew, or something more
frightening? Did she ever really understand what happened to her own mother, or what happened to
Matty’s?
Wherever you are, I will find you. No matter how far ahead into the future. No matter how far back into the past.
The Anthill is a dark and intoxicating debut novel. Mordantly funny, it asks what we choose to do with our
identity – both inherited and created, and is a blazing, unforgettable excavation of the very nature of
imagination.
JULIANNE PACHICO was born in 1985 in Cambridge and grew up in Cali, Colombia. Her debut short
story collection, The Lucky Ones, was published in 2017 by Faber. She is a graduate of both the MA and
PhD in Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia, where she currently teaches on the Creative
Writing MA. Her short fiction has been published by the New Yorker among other publications. In 2017
Pachico was shortlisted for the Sunday Times/Peters Fraser + Dunlop Young Writer of the Year Award.
UK publication date: Faber – Spring 2020
Praise for previous title, The Lucky Ones:
‘Innovative and arresting…Each story in this dazzling collection is filled with snarling prose and bravura
narrative moves: astonishing jump cuts, thrilling imaginative flights, sudden stabs of surrealism.’ – The
Sunday Times
‘Blunt, fresh and unsentimental… An enjoyable and freaky joy ride… Go to Pachicho's Columbia.’ – New
York Times Book Review
‘Astounding… Just breath-taking: bizarre, beautiful, and brutal. And funny! Funny in a dark and lovely
way. And completely compelling. I could not put it down.’ – The Pool
Rights sales for The Lucky Ones: UK (Faber), US (Spiegel & Grau), Colombia (Planeta), France (Feux
Croises), Italy (Edizioni Sur), Netherlands (Atlas Contact)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Inheritance of Solomon
Farthing
by Mary Paulson-Ellis
Solomon knew that he had one advantage. A pawn ticket belonging
to a dead man tucked into his top pocket – the only clue to the
truth…
An old soldier dies alone in his Edinburgh nursing home. No known
relatives, and no Will to enact. Just a pawn ticket found amongst his
belongings, and fifty thousand pounds in used notes sewn into the lining of
his burial suit . . .
Heir Hunter, Solomon Farthing – down on his luck, until, perhaps, now – is tipped off on this unexplained
fortune. Armed with only the deceased’s name and the crumpled pawn ticket, he must find the dead man’s
closest living relative if he is to get a cut of this much-needed cash.
But in trawling through the deceased’s family tree, Solomon uncovers a mystery that goes back to 1918 and
a group of eleven soldiers abandoned in a farmhouse billet in France in the weeks leading up to the
armistice.
Set between contemporary Edinburgh and the final brutal days of the First World War as the soldiers await
their orders, The Inheritance of Solomon Farthing shows us how the debts of the present can never be settled
unless those of the past have been paid first . . .
MARY PAULSON-ELLIS’ debut novel, The Other Mrs Walker was a Times bestseller and the Waterstones
Scottish Book of the Year in 2017. Mary has an MLitt in Creative Writing from Glasgow University,
where, on graduating, she was awarded the inaugural Curtis Brown Prize for Fiction. She is a Brownsbank
and a Hawthornden Fellow and winner of the Literature Works First Page Prize. Her work has appeared
in the Guardian, Scotsman and The Herald.
UK publication date: Mantle – September 2019
Praise for previous title, The Other Mrs Walker:
★ Waterstones Scottish Book of the Year 2017 ★
‘A wonderful, inventive debut with an intricate and intriguing structure, characters that fascinate
and a beady authorial eye for detail.’ – Daily Mail
‘A very impressive debut . . . Flinted with shards of black humour, The Other Mrs Walker is
refreshingly inventive crime fiction.’ – Irish Times
‘Intriguing and atmospheric.’ – Guardian
‘A notable debut . . . Paulson-Ellis teases out her plot intriguingly, divulging information gradually
and laying some false trails which keep the reader’s interest alive. Absorbing and enjoyable.’ –
Scotsman
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Lanny
by Max Porter
Not far from London, there is a village.
This village belongs to the people who live in it and to those who lived in
it hundreds of years ago. It belongs to England’s mysterious past and its
confounding present.
It belongs to Mad Pete, the grizzled artist. To ancient Peggy, gossiping at
her gate. To families dead for generations, and to those who have only
recently moved here.
But it also belongs to Dead Papa Toothwort who has woken from his
slumber in the woods. Dead Papa Toothwort, who is listening to them all.
Chimerical, audacious, strange and wonderful - a song to difference and imagination, to friendship, youth
and love, Lanny is the globally anticipated new novel from Max Porter.
MAX PORTER is the author of the bestselling Grief is the Thing with Feathers, which won the International
Dylan Thomas Prize, the Sunday Times PFD Young Writer of the Year Award and was shortlisted for the
Guardian First Book Award and The Goldsmith’s Prize.
UK publication date: Faber & Faber – 7th March 2019
Praise for Lanny:
‘Porter is an enchanter with words…Elegantly mysterious: a story worthy of an M.R. James or even a Henry
James and a welcome return by an author eminently worth reading.’ – Kirkus, Starred Review
‘Eminently readable…A magically beguiling work, a triumph of artistic vision.’ – Financial Times
‘Pungent immediacy emanates from prose as rich as poetry… Whether offering psychological and
emotional finesse, vigorous social comedy or vivid vignettes of the countryside… the book is expertly
pitched. Shimmering with the uncanny, it’s a remarkable feat of literary virtuosity.’ – Sunday Times
‘A powerful yet tender reclamation of the imagination, love, and artmaking—all of it a brilliant defence of
the outsider’s tenuous foothold in society.’ – Ocean Vuong
‘It shouldn’t be possible for a book to be simultaneously heart-stopping, heart-shaking and pulse-racing,
but that is only one of the extraordinary feats Max Porter pulls off in this astonishing novel.’ – Kamila
Shamsie

Lanny, sold in 18 languages. Rights available in: Arabic, Brazil China, Croatia, Estonia, Iceland,

India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Russia, Romania, Slovenia, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey,
Vietnam, Film and TV Rights: The Bureau with BBC Films and Rachel Weisz

Grief is the Thing with Feathers, sold in 27 languages. Rights available in: Arabic, China,
Estonia, Iceland, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, Slovenia, Thailand, Vietnam
Agent: Lisa Baker
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All the Water in the World
by Karen Raney
Maddy is sixteen. Deeply curious, wry and vivacious, she’s poised at the
outset of adulthood. Though she’s never met her father, she has loyal
friends, a mother with whom she's close, and a crush on a boy named Jack.
Maddy also has cancer.
Hungry for experience despite living in the shadow of illness, Maddy seeks
out her first romantic relationship, ponders philosophical questions, finds
solace in music and art, and tracks down her father, Antonio. She
continually tests the depths and limits of her closeness with her mother,
while Eve has to come to terms with the daughter she loves and only partly
knows, in a world she can’t control.
Unforgettable and singularly moving, with voices that range from tender to funny, despairing to defiant,
this novel is a poignant testimony to the transformative power of love, humour and hope. For fans
of Celeste Ng and John Boyne, All the Water in the World is the story of a family doing its best when faced
with the worst.
KAREN RANEY has published art theory and criticism, and currently writes short and long fiction. She
has been a jail nurse, a guest house manager, a painter, and the editor of Engage Journal. She runs the
Doctorate in Fine Art at the University of East London and lives in North London with her husband and
daughter.
US publication date: Scribner – 20th August 2019
Praise for All the Water in the World:
‘Karen Raney is a writer of rare gifts—nuanced characters, shimmering prose, and a riveting
story. All The Water In The World is heart-rending in its power and gorgeous in its telling, a deeply
rewarding and wholly unforgettable debut novel.’ – Bret Anthony Johnston
‘Beautifully written.’ – Blake Morrison
‘An extraordinary achievement for a first novel: tender, heartfelt and heart-breaking.’ – Francis Spufford
Rights sales for All the Water in the World: UK (Two Roads/Murray), US (Scribner), Brazil (Globo),
Germany (Diana Verlag), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Poland (Foksal), Romania (RAO), Turkey (Teas
Yayincilik AS) Film Rights: Monumental Pictures/Lionsgate (Debra Hayward and Alison Owen)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Sandpit
by Nicholas Shakespeare
In the tradition of John Le Carre, The Sandpit is an elegantly
constructed, morally complex and wholly satisfying spy novel.
Iran – Shula Marvar, a young mother and her baby daughter, have been
abducted.
Oxford – John Dyer, a foreign correspondent and single father enrols his
son in a private school, where he meets Rustum Marvar, an Iranian
nuclear physicist.
When Dyer returns to Oxford from Brazil with his young son, he expects
a quiet life. Every day is the same. He drops Leandro at his smart prep
school and walks to the library to research his new book. His time living on the edge as a foreign
correspondent in Rio is over.
But the rainy streets of this English city turn out to be just as treacherous as those he used to walk in the
favelas. Leandro’s schoolmates are the children of oligarchs, diplomats and international financiers, who
congregate round the sports field for the weekly football matches. The network of alliances and covert
interests that spreads between these power brokers soon becomes clear to Dyer, but it is a chance
conversation with Marvar that sets him onto a truly dangerous path.
When Marvar and his son disappear, several sinister factions seem acutely interested in his research at the
Clarendon Lab, and, given Dyer was the last person to see Marvar alive, what Dyer might now know.
NICHOLAS SHAKESPEARE was born in Worcester in 1957 and grew up in the Far East and Latin
America. He is a prize-winning novelist and biographer. His novels have been translated into twenty
languages. They include The Vision of Elena Silves, winner of the Somerset Maugham Award and The Dancer
Upstairs, which was in 2001 was made into a film of the same name by John Malkovich.
UK publication date: Harvill Secker – Summer 2020
Praise for Nicholas Shakespeare:
‘One of our best and truest novelists.’ – The Times
‘Enviably good…A writer who possesses real heart and flair.’ – Louis de Bernières in Sunday Times
‘Elegant metaphors, striking insights, eidetic settings and sensitive renditions of character - Shakespeare's
writing is of a high order. Impressive.’ – Time Out
Rights sales for previous novel, The Dancer Upstairs: UK (Harvill), US (Doubleday), (Smith
Malkovich), Brazil (Record), Colombia (Norma), Denmark (Schoberkgske), Germany Rowohlt), Greece
(Themelio), Hungary (Geopen Kiado), Iceland (Edda), Italy (Baldini Castoldi), Israel (Sifriat Ma’ariv), Japan
(Shinchosa), Poland (Rebis), Portugal (Dom Quixote), Norway (Glydendal Norsk Forlag), Romania (Trei),
Sweden (Gedins Forlag)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Asylum Road
by Olivia Sudjic
We lived in a demented society and everything was coming apart
so why not embrace the fragments like so many pebbles on a
beach.
A man and a woman drive from London to coastal Provence. Anya
worries quietly for the future of their relationship. Luke, her introverted,
stoical lover, silently dismisses her fears. As the sun sets on the last night
of their holiday he proposes, and the couple return to London engaged.
But planning a wedding does little to settle Anya’s unease. Twenty years
earlier, she escaped Sarajevo as a child and the idea of security is as alien
now as it was then.
Returning to Sarajevo for the first time in years to introduce Luke to her estranged family, Anya begins to
change. The violence she has sought to contain for as long as she can remember moves ever closer to the
surface and the hot summer builds to a startling climax.
After all, if you cannot have the life you crave, why not be the author of its destruction?
Poetic, lean, sly, and unsettling, Asylum Road is a novel about the many borders governing our lives: between
men and women, nations, families, order and chaos. What happens, and who do we become, when they
break down? Erudite but not hermetic, of the moment yet timeless, it does what only the best fiction can:
takes one of the most familiar stories of all and makes it new and fiercely relevant.
OLIVIA SUDJIC is a writer living in London. Her work has appeared in publications including the New
York Times, Financial Times, the Guardian, the Sunday Times and the Paris Review. In 2017, she was selected as
one of the Observer’s New Faces of Fiction. She is the author of Exposure, a personal essay, and Sympathy,
her debut novel, which was a finalist for the Salerno European Book Award and the Collyer Bristow Prize.
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – January 2021
Praise for previous novel, Sympathy:
‘The best fictional account I’ve read of the way the internet has shaped our inner lives. A literary thriller
that confirms the arrival of a major new talent.’ – Observer
‘Sympathy will double-click your heart.’ – Vanity Fair
‘The addictive new book about Instagram that everyone is reading.’ – Evening Standard
Rights sales for Sympathy: UK (Pushkin Press), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), Germany (Kein &
Aber), Mexico & Spain (Planeta), Italy (Minimum Fax), Poland (Czarna), Turkey (Habitus)
Agent: Emma Paterson
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The Robbins Office, Inc.

The Expectations
by Alexander Tilney
In the tradition of Prep and Old School, a sharp and evocative
portrait of an insider at an elite boarding school who must face a
reality very different from his lofty expectations.
St. James is an exclusive New England boarding school known for
grooming generations of leaders. Ben Weeks is a true insider – his family
were founders, his older brother was a campus legend and has taught him
all the slang, and he commands awe on the squash court.
But after fourteen long years of waiting, Ben arrives at school only to
find that the reality of St. James doesn’t quite match up with his
imaginings. His roommate, Ahmed Al-Khaled, though fabulously
wealthy, is an outcast from their New England blue blood classmates. As Ben witnesses the way Ahmed is
treated, he struggles to navigate the place he revered for so long. His confidence is further unsettled when
Ben discovers that his tuition hasn’t been paid. Caught up in the delicate social shadowboxing of his peers,
financial pressures from home, and administrative hypocrisy, Ben tries to work his way through these
challenges in this coming-of-age story.
The Expectations is at once a fine rendering of privilege and a subtle exploration of class, race, and tradition.
Above all, it is a tender, artful, and moving debut about the pain and treachery of adolescence, and the
difficulty – wherever one finds oneself – of truly belonging.
ALEXANDER TILNEY received a BA from Yale University and an MFA from Warren Wilson College.
He was a fellow at the MacDowell Colony in 2011, and his writing has appeared in the Southwest Review, Gelf
Magazine, and the Journal of The Office for Creative Research.
US publication date: Little, Brown – 16th July 2019
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
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Muscle
by Alan Trotter
For fans of George Saunders, David Lynch and Raymond Chandler
– a mind-bending slice of pulp fiction, which takes a classic noir
world of detectives, toughs and femmes fatales and pushes it to the
limits of the imagination.
In a hard-boiled city of crooks, grifts and rackets lurk a pair of toughs: Box
and _____. They're the kind of men capable of extracting apologies and
reparations, of teaching you a chilling lesson. They seldom think twice, and
ask very few questions.
Until one night over the poker table, they encounter a pulp writer with wild
ideas and an unscrupulous private detective, leading them into what is either
a classic mystery, a senseless maze of corpses, or an inextricable fever dream . . .
Drunk on cinematic and literary influence, Muscle is a slice of noir fiction in collapse, a ceaselessly
imaginative story of violence, boredom and madness.
ALAN TROTTER lives in Edinburgh and works in publishing. His short fiction has appeared in Somesuch
Stories, Under the Influence, McSweeney's Internet Tendency and elsewhere. In 2016 he collaborated with Editions
at Play on the experimental digital story All This Rotting ('Mesmerising' – Big Issue, 'Nauseating' – Irish
Times). He has a PhD in English Literature from the University of Glasgow – his dissertation concerned
writers making unusual use of the form of the book. Muscle, his first novel, won the inaugural Sceptre
Prize for a novel-in-progress.
UK publication date: Faber & Faber – 7th February 2019
Praise for Muscle:
‘Essential reading….Bold, blackly comic and satisfying, this page-turner's sure got smarts.’ – Sunday
Telegraph
‘Pure reading pleasure… Trotter is a very fine writer, and Muscle is an unadulterated ultraviolent delight.’ –
Guardian
‘Trotter’s darkly comic writing comes so hard-boiled you need a knuckleduster to crack it… A unique
debut.’ – New Statesman
‘It’s the Auster/Lethem path that Scottish writer Alan Trotter takes in this exciting debut . . . Muscle is
some high-wire act, channelling Samuel Beckett as well as Dashiell Hammett, with a dash of quantum
mechanics to boot.’ – Observer
‘Muscle reads like a tragi-comic mash-up of Elmore Leonard and Samuel Beckett, with more than a dash
of Tarantino for added zing. Trotter delights in the language of noir fiction… A pleasure to read.’ –
Spectator
‘Pure, luridly coloured pulp fantasy… A remarkable, radical, historical novel.’ – The Herald Scotland
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
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Death In A Desert Land
by Andrew Wilson

A series in which Agatha Christie turns detective.

It is not death that frightens me. It is the thought – quite
natural and justifiable – that someone may want to wrest my
life away from me before I am quite ready. I have lived a
good life, a great deal fuller and richer than many women on
this earth, but am I ready to die yet?
Fresh from solving the gruesome murder of a British agent in the Canary
Islands, Agatha Christie receives a letter from a family who suspect that
their late daughter met with foul play. Believed to have overdosed on
sleeping medication, Gertrude Bell was a prominent archaeologist, recovering ancient treasures in the
Middle East. Found near her body was a letter claiming that Bell was being followed and, to complicate
things further, she was competing with another archaeologist, Katherine Woolley, for the rights to
artefacts of immense value.
Agatha travels to far-off Persia, where she meets the enigmatic Mrs. Woolley who is working on a big and
potentially valuable discovery. Temperamental but brilliant, Mrs. Woolley quickly charms Agatha. But
when she does not hide her disdain for the recently deceased Miss Bell, Agatha doesn’t know whether to
trust her – or if Bell’s killer is just clever enough to hide in plain sight.
Consummate storyteller Andrew Wilson returns with a thrilling adventure set amidst the cursed ruins of
an ancient land where Agatha must solve a crime with motives that may be as old as civilization itself.
ANDREW WILSON is a journalist and the highly-acclaimed author of biographies of Patricia
Highsmith, Sylvia Plath and Alexander McQueen, and a novel, The Lying Tongue.
UK publication date for Death in a Desert Land: Simon & Schuster – 2nd May 2019
Praise for previous titles in series, A Talent for Murder and A Different Kind of Evil:
‘The queen of crime is the central character in this audacious mystery, which reinvents the story of her
mysterious disappearance with thrilling results.’ – Guardian
‘A heart of darkness beats within this sparkling series. Fizzy with charm yet edged with menace, Andrew
Wilson’s Christie novels do Dame Agatha proud. Perfect for fans of Elly Griffiths and Philip Kerr.’ – A.J.
Finn
‘Wilson not only knows his subject but he deftly moves the tale away from mere literary ventriloquism
and into darker territory. Great fun, too.’ – Observer
Rights sales for A Talent for Murder and A Different Kind of Evil: UK (Simon & Schuster), US
(Atria), Czech Republic (Euromedia), Denmark (Gads Forlag), Germany (Piper), Poland (Bukowy Las),
Portugal (ASA), Russia (Azbooka-Atticus) Slovakia (Ikar), Turkey (Altin Kitaplar) TV rights: Origin
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Aurore’s Amazing Adventures
by Douglas Kennedy
ill

illustrations by Joann Sfar
Aurore is a girl with a secret – a special child with a talent she tells no
one about: She can read people’s minds.
Unlike the other members of her family, Aurore regards herself as
someone without problems, but sees clearly the internal dilemmas and
troubles of others. Her autism means she cannot speak, but instead
writes her thoughts on a tablet which she carries everywhere. And
Aurore thinks a lot – about her sister Emilie being bullied at school; her
best friend Lucie worrying about her weight; about her mother working
hard in a job that she dislikes; about her father whose girlfriend is trying to pretend that she doesn’t want
children of her own.
When Aurore’s mother takes her two girls and Lucie to a theme park filled with famous fictional monsters,
a group of very real monsters - the school bullies - show up and cause havoc. Lucie runs away and no one
can find her, not even the police. Afraid for her friend, Aurore decides to use her powers and turn detective,
in order to solve the mystery of Lucie’s disappearance herself.
Aurore’s Amazing Adventures is an extraordinary collaboration between an acclaimed American novelist and
France’s most celebrated contemporary illustrator. Douglas Kennedy and Joann Sfar have created a
remarkable book with the immediate feel of a modern classic, which will capture imaginations and create a
huge fan base for Aurore herself - who never sees herself as someone with a disability, but the possessor
of abilities which she can use to help others. The first in what promises to be a much-treasured series,
Aurore’s Amazing Adventures speaks to the troubles and wonders of childhood, and the search for goodness
in a very hard world.
DOUGLAS KENNEDY’s previous twelve novels include the critically acclaimed bestsellers The Big Picture,
The Pursuit of Happiness, A Special Relationship and The Moment. He is also the author of three highly-praised
travel books. The Big Picture was filmed with Romain Duris and Catherine Deneuve; The Woman in the
Fifth with Ethan Hawke and Kristen Scott Thomas. His work has been translated into twenty-two
languages. In 2007 he was awarded the French decoration of Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, and in
2009 the inaugural Grand Prix de Figaro. Born in Manhattan he has two children and currently divides his
time between London, Paris, Berlin, Maine and New York.
JOANN SFAR is one of the most important characters of the new wave of French comic artists. He is the
author and illustrator of more than a hundred books, including the international bestsellers The Rabbi’s cat
and the new edition of The Little Prince. He has won numerous awards worldwide for his work, including
an Eisner award and a shortlisting for the Max and Moritz prize.
Rights sales for Aurore’s Amazing Adventures: France (Belfond/Pocket Jeunesse), Korea
(Balgunsesang)
Agent: Antony Harwood

22

NONFICTION

Over the Valley of Tigers
Flying the Hump in WWII

by Caroline Alexander
In 1942, the Japanese conquest of Burma claimed the Burma Road,
severing all ground communication with China. Supplies to this
critical ally would now have to come by air. Along the air route
from British and U.S. air fields in north-east India to the allied base
in Kunming, China, stood the Himalayan foothills – known by the
pilots as ‘the Hump’.
The mountains drew down storms and created extreme weather
conditions: pilots could not see the wing tips of their planes and battled turbulence and icy conditions that
shut down their engines. Navigation technology was primitive and many planes were lost, running out of
fuel and crashing into the vast forest of north Burma’s Hukaung Valley where wild tigers roamed. For the
pilots – often raw recruits with minimal training, equipped with new and insufficiently tested C-46 transport
planes – ‘the Hump’ was a fearful adversary.
Over The Valley Of Tigers will tell the story of the Hump mission through the words and experiences of a
range of remarkable personalities: the Naga, Kachin and Shan villagers who used their consummate
knowledge of the jungle to find and bring aid to the downed airmen; the Chindit special forces, deep behind
Japanese enemy lines; missionaries and British district officers stationed in the remote north of Burma; the
handful of radio operators manning lonely jungle outposts; and above all, the often untested pilots tasked
to fly unreliable aircrafts over the Himalayan foothills through the world’s worst weather.
Zeroing in on this gripping chapter of history, critically-acclaimed historian Caroline Alexander captures
the heroism of the unsuspecting individual airmen as well as the grandeur of the elements against which
they were tested, caught as they were in the mad machinery of the war.
CAROLINE ALEXANDER is the author of international bestsellers about the Bounty and the
Endurance. Her English translation of The Iliad is published by Vintage in the UK and by Ecco in America.
North American publication date: Viking – 2021
Praise for Caroline Alexander:
‘Spirited and provocative…A nobly bold, even rousing venture…It would be hard to find a faster, livelier,
more compact introduction to such a great range of recent Iliadic explorations.’ – New York Times on The
War that Killed Achilles
‘Stirring... She has made the wondrous genre of open-boat-voyage narratives still more wondrous... A sea
mist hangs over this age-old tale. Alexander dispels it to the reader's fascination.’ – NYTBR on The Bounty
‘This book… should elevate Caroline Alexander to the ranks of the finest historians of the most
romantic, and most romanticised, period in British Imperial history.’ – Daily Telegraph on The Endurance
Right sales for The War that Killed Achilles: UK (Faber), US (Penguin), Brazil (Bertrand),
Germany (Berlin Verlag), Greece (Patakis), Netherlands (Atlas), Spain (Ancantilado), Turkey
(Iletisim)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Material available: proposal – Delivery: 2021

How to Build a Human
Adventures in Who We Are and How We Are
Made

by Philip Ball
A cutting-edge examination of what it means to be human and to
have a ‘self’ in the face of new scientific developments in genetic
editing, cloning and neural downloading.
After seeing his own cells used to grow clumps of new neurons –
essentially mini-brains – Philip Ball begins to examine the concepts of
identity and consciousness. Delving into humanity’s deep evolutionary
past to look at how complex creatures like us emerged from single-celled
life, he offers a new perspective on how humans think about ourselves.
In an age when we are increasingly encouraged to regard the ‘self’ as an abstract sequence of genetic
information, or as a pattern of neural activity that might be ‘downloaded’ to a computer, he return us to
the body – to flesh and blood – and anchors a conception of personhood in this unique and ephemeral
mortal coil. How to Build a Human brings us back to ourselves – but in doing so, it challenges old
preconceptions and values. It asks us to rethink how we exist in the world.
PHILIP BALL writes regularly in the scientific and popular media and worked for many years as an editor
for physical sciences at Nature. His books cover a wide range of scientific and cultural phenomena.
UK publication date: William Collins – 2nd May 2019
Praise for previous title, Beyond Weird:
‘[A]n excellent account of modern quantum theory and the efforts being made to harness its effects.’ –
Spectator
‘[A] laudable achievement.’ – The Times
‘A subtle unpacking of Heisenberg’s famous uncertainty principle… is alone worth the price of the
book... Ball takes us on a whirlwind tour through the quantum realm.’ – New Statesman
Rights sales for How to Build a Human: UK (William Collins), US (Chicago UP)
Rights sales for Beyond Weird: UK (Bodley Head), US (Chicago University Press), China (Beijing
Imaginist), Japan (Kagaku-Dojin), Russia (Ripol), Spain (Turner), Turkey (Kolektif)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Big Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister
Three Women at the Heart of Twentieth Century China

by Jung Chang
The new biography from the world-renowned author of

Wild Swans.
For much of the 20th century, China’s most prominent women were three
sisters from a family in Shanghai called the Soong sisters. These women
were at the centre of China’s tempestuous changes and left their mark on
the land and its history. And yet they were born and educated in America,
daughters to a Methodist preacher, and none of them ever learnt to speak
Chinese well.
Big Sister, Ei-ling, was married to China’s richest man, H. H. Kung.
Little Sister, May-ling, became Madame Chiang Kai-shek, first lady of the pre-Communist Nationalist China
and a major political figure in her own right.
Red sister, Ching-ling, married Sun Yat-sen, founding father of Modern China and its first president.
It was said at the time that ‘One loved money, one loved power and one loved her country’. The Soong
sisters were far more than these caricatures. As China battled through a hundred years of wars and
revolutions, they each played an important, and sometimes critical, part. The relationship between them
was highly-charged, not least because Ching-ling dedicated herself to destroying her sisters’ world.
This is a gripping story of love, war, intrigue and betrayal, taking us on a monumental journey from Canton
to Hawaii and New York, from exiles’ quarters in Japan and Berlin to secret meeting rooms in Moscow and
the corridors of power in democratic Taiwan. By turns intimate and epic, Jung Chang reveals the lives of
these three extraordinary women who acted to shape the history of twentieth-century China.
JUNG CHANG is the global best-selling author of Wild Swans and Empress Dowager Cixi, as well as Mao:
The Unknown Story which she wrote with her husband, Jon Halliday. Her books have been translated into
more than forty languages and sold more than 15 million copies worldwide.
UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – October 2019
Praise for Jung Chang:
‘Extraordinary. It arouses all the emotions… A complex mixture of admiration, despair and delight at
seeing a luminous intelligence directed at the heart of darkness.’ – Sunday Telegraph on Wild Swans
‘Fascinating… Wonderfully illuminating… Jung Chang’s new book gives the infamous concubine Cixi
her due.’ –Spectator on Empress Dowager Cixi
Rights sales for Big Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Knopf), Brazil
(Companhia das Letras), Denmark (Rosinante), Germany (Blessing), Italy (Mauri Spagnol), Netherlands
(Meulenhoff), Norway (Gyldendal Norsk), Portugal (Quetzal), Spain (Taurus)
Agent: Clare Alexander
Material available: proposal – Delivery: March 2019
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Dear Life
A Hospice Doctor’s Story

by Rachel Clarke
A poignant memoir by a palliative care doctor confronting
mortality, the relationship between doctor and patient, and the
strangely life-affirming experience of working in such close
proximity with death.
Death was conspicuously absent during Rachel Clarke’s medical
training, which was focused entirely on learning how to save lives. But
what interested her most was helping patients and their families to face
death. This is what led her to become a palliative care doctor, the one
specialism where quality of life is more important than quantity of life.
Then in the same year she started to work in a hospice, her beloved father was diagnosed with terminal
cancer. And for all her professional exposure to dying, she was to learn that nobody is immune to grief
and loss.
In her hospice, any last wish is taken as seriously as a patient’s medication. Families are encouraged to
spend time there while patients can return home for as long as they are able, special meals are ordered,
some patients take up painting, others may take comfort in music, and there is always pleasure to be found
in the natural world as beds are arranged to look out of the window into the garden – while a well-supplied
drinks trolley is constantly available.
Rachel’s gift for empathy and joy is what makes her the sort of doctor we would all want at our own or a
loved one’s bedside. And it is that empathy that makes Dear Life such a compelling book; both a lyrical
memoir and an inspiration that, even as we come towards the end, we can continue to value every precious
last drop of our lives.
RACHEL CLARKE is an English physician specialising in palliative care. Formerly a war journalist, she
retrained to work as a doctor, and from 2015 has had an active voice in debates regarding the role and
funding of the UK’s National Health Service and about junior doctors’ pay rights, appearing in multiple
television debates and interviews. She has a huge following on Twitter, including many young doctors. Her
first book, Your Life In My Hands: A Junior Doctor’s Story Was a top 10 bestseller.
Publication date: Little, Brown – Spring 2020
Praise for previous title, Your Life In My Hands – A Junior Doctor’s Story:
‘Brilliant… Rachel Clarke writes as the accomplished journalist she once was and as the leading junior
doctor she now is - writing with humanity and compassion.’ – Jon Snow, Channel 4 News
‘Eloquent and moving... Anybody who wants to understand what is happening to the NHS should read
this book.’ – The Times Magazine
‘An elegant, moving and honest account of life on the frontline.’ – Joanna Cannon
Rights sales for Your Life In My Hands UK (Metro), Russia (Eksmo)
Agent: Clare Alexander
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: Summer 2019
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Honorable Exit
How a Few Brave Americans Risked All to Save Our
Vietnamese Allies at the End of the War

by Thurston Clarke

From the award-winning author of JFK’s Last Hundred Days
comes a narrative of revisionist history about the greatest
evacuation under wartime conditions since Dunkirk, a
humanitarian operation on a grand scale and largely unknown.
From the beginning of the Vietnam War, U.S. political and military leaders
had consistently pledged to rescue the South Vietnamese who would be
at risk in the event of a Communist victory. But when the North
Vietnamese troops overwhelmed allied forces at Ba n Me Thuot and the US government reneged, a few
hundred Americans defied their superiors in Saigon and Washington to orchestrate the evacuation of
130,000 South Vietnamese by air and sea. They set up underground railroads with a network of safe houses;
impersonated chauffeurs, generals, and hospital patients; embossed documents with counterfeit consular
stamps; and ‘adopted’ Vietnamese civilians old enough to be their parents. They risked everything – their
careers and, in some cases, their lives – to ensure safe haven for their co-workers, friends, and even strangers
in any way they could. Abandonment was not an option.
Honorable Exit is the story of the few who believed they had a moral duty to save those who had stood by
them and were convinced that a nation built by immigrants had room for more.
Film rights have been optioned by Red Wagon/Warner Brothers with Matt Charman, the Academy Award
nominee for Best Original Screenplay for Bridge of Spies, set to adapt.
THURSTON CLARKE is the national bestselling author of twelve widely acclaimed works of fiction and
nonfiction, including three New York Times Notable Books. His Pearl Harbor Ghosts was the basis of a CBS
documentary and his bestselling Lost Hero, a biography of Raoul Wallenberg, was made into an Emmywinning NBC miniseries. His articles have appeared in Vanity Fair, the New York Times, the Washington Post,
and many other publications.
US publication date: Doubleday – 30th April 2019
Praise for Honorable Exit:
‘Filled with new information and riveting recreations of daring rescues, this book adds significantly to the
history of a notable moment in U.S. military history.’ – Publishers Weekly
‘Beautiful written, achingly poignant, scrupulously reported, this story is a revelation. We see history in
ways we hadn’t imagined.’ – Doug Stanton
‘Thurston Clarke has a genius for finding episodes in history that deserve reexamination. Just as the U.S.
rescued its employees and allies from the embassy roof, this gifted story-teller has found gems of heroism,
honor, and suspense in an agonizing chapter of the American story.’ – Strobe Talbott
Rights sold for Honorable Exit: US (Doubleday), UK & Australia (Scribe) Film rights: Red
Wagon/Warner Brothers
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
28

The Robbins Office, Inc.

Historians
A History
Historians

have always framed the way we think about the past. By
touching upon their love lives, academic rivalries, demands of patronage,
fashion, cultural pressures, politics, empire, and war, Historians will prove
that what we think of as objective history is inevitably influenced by the
life of the storyteller.
Throughout, Cohen explores how personal beliefs and feelings shape and
sometimes compromise historians’ work, often without their knowing it.
From Herodotus to Barbara Tuchman, China’s Bān Zhāo to Germany’s
Hans-Ulrich Wehler, Samuel Pepys and Machiavelli, to Edward Gibbon
and Joseph Needham, Historians illuminates the personal and professional
dramas that shaped what we know as history.
RICHARD COHEN is the former publishing director of Hutchinson and Hodder & Stoughton and the
author of Chasing the Sun, By the Sword, and How to Write like Tolstoy. For more than 35 years he has written,
edited, and lectured on numerous subjects around the world, from talks on the Queen Mary 2 to the First
World War battlefields of France and Belgium. He has written for the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal,
the New York Times Book Review and most British quality newspapers.
US publication date: Random House – 21st June 2020
Praise for Richard Cohen:
‘Interesting, charming, and engaging.’ – Library Journal, Starred Review, on How to Write like Tolstoy.
‘The highest compliment one can pay How to Write Like Tolstoy is that it provokes an overwhelming urge to
read and write, to be in dialogue or even doomed competition with the greatest creative minds...[Mr.
Cohen’s] love is infectious…that is miracle enough.’ – Wall Street Journal
‘This book is a wry, critical friend to both writer and reader. It is filled with cogent examples and
provoking statements. You will agree or quarrel with each page, and be a sharper writer and reader by the
end.’ – Hilary Mantel on How to Write like Tolstoy.
‘Irresistible . . . extraordinary . . . Vivid and hugely enjoyable.’ – The Economist on By the Sword
‘Literate, learned, and, beg pardon, razor-sharp… A pleasure.’ – Kirkus Reviews on By the Sword
Rights sold for How to Write Like Tolstoy: US (Random House), UK (Oneworld), China (Ginkgo),
Korea (Cheombooks), Russia (Alpina), Spain (Blackie Books), Turkey (Pegasus)
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
Material available: proposal – Delivery: July 2019
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Zonal Marking
The Making of Modern European Football

by Michael Cox
Football didn’t begin in 1992, but modern football did. The abolition of
the backpass rule, the last significant change to the game’s laws ushered
in a new era – a sped up, more technical football. Without the safe option
of the backpass players needed to adapt, to become more comfortable in
possession, to think progressively.
The same year saw the foundation of the European Champions League,
an expanded version of the European Cup, the biggest competition in
club football, where different styles were up against each other on a
weekly basis, to television audiences of millions. Three years later the
Bosman Rule allowed for free movement of players of all nationalities at the end of their contracts. The
major European leagues became home to the best of the world’s players. It was the start of the global game.
In Zonal Marking, Michael Cox charts the development of European football from 1992 up to the present.
Across the seven major European leagues – Spain, Italy, Holland, Germany, Portugal, France and England
– Cox looks at how the tactical game has developed in each league, and investigates how far national football
identities have become subsumed into a global one. From Dutch Total Football to tiki taka in Spain, counter
pressing in Germany and tricky wingers in Portugal, this is a book that celebrates the best (and worst) of
each European league, and demonstrates how the roots of what we now come to understand as football
are drawn from a number of unexpected influences.
MICHAEL COX is a leading Guardian football journalist and the founder of the blog Zonal Marking. He
writes for many publications including, ESPN and Yahoo, and is a regular contributor to the new Totally
Football podcast. Zonal Marking attracts hundreds of thousands of readers each month from across the
globe, and Michael has a Twitter following of over 200,000.
UK publication date: HarperCollins – 30th May 2019
Praise for previous title, The Mixer:
‘Thanks to his meticulous research and his focus on strategy, Mr Cox finds a fresh perspective on a story
that football fans will think they already knew.’ – The Economist
‘Michael Cox is a very unusual football writer in that he specialises in the game as it’s actually played,
rather than the gossip or folklore around it…It’s deeply informed and a pleasure to read.’ – Financial Times
‘If you’re in mourning that the footie season is over, this is for you. Delving deep into the beautiful game,
it’s a look back at how the sport has changed over the years. Nostalgia will hit as you’ll remember iconic
matches, too.’ – The Sun
Rights sales for Zonal Marking: UK (Harper Collins), Germany (Suhrkamp), Korea (Hans Media)
Rights sales for The Mixer: UK (Harper Collins), China (Hubei Media), Hungary (Gaffa), Japan (Futami
Shobo), Korea (Hans Media), Norway (Minuskel), Poland (Wydawnictwo Sine Qua Non), Russia (Exmo),
Thailand (Live Rich Foreverr), Vietnam (Phoenix Books)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove

30

The Responsible Globalist
by Hassan Damluji
An incisive, optimistic manifesto for a more inclusive globalism.
Today, globalism has a bad reputation. ‘Citizens of the world’ are depicted
as recklessly uninterested in how international economic networks can affect
local communities. Meanwhile, nationalists are often derided as racists and
bigots. But what if the two were not so far apart? What could globalists learn
from the powerful sense of belonging that nationalism has created? Faced
with the injustices of the world's economic and political system, what should
a responsible globalist do?
Hassan Damluji proposes six principles - from changing how we think about
mobility to shutting down tax havens - which can help build consensus for
a stronger globalist identity. He demonstrates that globalism is not limited
to ‘Davos man’ but is a truly mass phenomenon that is growing fastest in emerging countries. Rather than
a ‘nowhere’ identity, it is a new group solidarity that sits alongside other allegiances.
With a wealth of examples from the United States to India, China and the Middle East, The Responsible
Globalist offers a boldly optimistic and pragmatic blueprint for building an inclusive, global nation. This will
be a century-long project, where success is not guaranteed. But unless we can reimagine humanity as a single
national community, Damluji warns, the gravest threats we face will not be defeated.
HASSAN DAMLUJI leads the Middle East team at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. He is a cofounder of the $2 Billion Lives and Livelihoods Fund, the largest multilateral development fund based in
the Middle East. He has been named every year since 2015 as one of the 100 most influential Arabs under
40, by Arabian Business magazine.
UK publication date: Allen Lane – 5th September 2019
Praise for The Responsible Globalist:
‘Visionary... A must-read for anyone who wants solutions to our most important problems.’ – Riz Ahmed
Rights sales for The Responsible Globalist: World English (Allen Lane), Japan (Gentosha)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
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Shatter The Nations
The War Against the ISIS Caliphate

by Mike Giglio
The unflinching dispatches of an embedded war reporter
covering ISIS - the most radical antagonist that has yet
emerged in the Middle East - and the unlikely alliance of Iraqi
special forces, Kurdish militia, and shadowy U.S. soldiers who
came together to defeat it.
The war against ISIS and the so-called caliphate it declared across
Syria and Iraq was a battle to define not just the Middle East but the
wider world. Growing from the aftermath of the U.S. war in Iraq and
a brutal civil war in Syria, ISIS sought to usher in a new era of conflict
as it launched terrorist attacks across Europe, while inflicting a savage
extremism on the population in controlled. And the U.S. developed a new kind of war to stop it — one
that that relied heavily on the sacrifices of local soldiers who fought on behalf of the American cause. This
struggle came to a climax in the Iraqi city of Mosul, the crown jewel of the caliphate, in the deadliest urban
combat the world had seen in a generation.
Few journalists got as close to the war, and to protagonists on both sides of it, as Mike Giglio, who spent
six years reporting on the rise and fall of the ISIS proto-state. He travelled along the Turkey-Syria border
with the smugglers and operatives who worked in ISIS’s criminal and financial networks, accompanied
antiquities traders to visit stolen artefacts that helped to fund the ISIS war effort, sat with human traffickers
at the heart of the migrant crisis, and met with ISIS defectors as they tried to free their minds from its grip.
He also embedded often with the local soldiers on the front lines of the international effort to stop ISIS,
tracking a war effort that saw these soldiers take heavy casualties as U.S. Special Forces worked in the
shadows and U.S. pilots and drone operators dropped bombs. In Mosul, the war’s central battle, he travelled
in the attacking convoys of elite Kurdish and Iraqi commandos as car bombs plunged into their ranks and
ISIS drones dropped grenades. Behind the drama on the battlefield, the suspense was in how much ISIS
might change the world before its cities fell and how many of America’s allies it could kill along the way.
The story is a chilling portrait of the destructive power of extremism, and of the tenacity and astonishing
courage required to defeat it.
MIKE GIGLIO is a Washington, DC-based journalist who has reported extensively on the conflicts in
Iraq, Syria and Ukraine and done investigative work on topics such as ISIS's criminal and financial
networks and the ways America wages its counterterrorism campaigns. Previously, he spent five years
based in Istanbul as a foreign correspondent for Newsweek and BuzzFeed. His work has twice been a
finalist for the Livingston Award and has won the Arthur F. Burns Prize.
US publication date: Public Affairs – September 2019
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
Material available: proposal – Delivery: April 2019
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David Grann
DAVID GRANN is a staff writer at The New Yorker. He has written about everything from the Aryan
Brotherhood prison gang to the hunt for the giant squid. His stories have appeared in several
anthologies. He has written for the New York Times Magazine, Atlantic Monthly, Washington Post, Wall
Street Journal and New Republic. His book, The Lost City of Z is now a major motion picture starring
Robert Pattinson, Tom Holland and Sienna Miller and produced by Plan B.

The White Darkness
Henry Worsley was a man obsessed. He’d spent his life idolizing
Ernest Shackleton, the polar explorer who in the early nineteenth
century had attempted to become the first person to reach the South
Pole. Determined to test his own endurance, Worsley resolved to
succeed where Shackleton had failed. In 2009, with other
descendants of Shackleton's crew, Henry set off for Antarctica.
Battling the frozen, desolate landscape, life-threatening physical
exhaustion and hidden crevasses, they managed to reach their goal.
But for Worsley, it wasn’t enough. In November 2015, at age 55, he
began a new quest: to walk across the continent of Antarctica by
himself.
David Grann tells Worsley's remarkable story with the intensity and
narrative power. Illustrated with over fifty stunning photographs
from Worsley’s and Shackleton’s journeys, The White Darkness is a
spellbinding story of a man pushing himself to the extremity of human capacity.
Rights sold for The White Darkness: US (Doubleday), UK (Simon & Schuster), Italy (Corbaccio),
Korea (Pysche’s Forest Books), Netherlands (Q), Poland (Foksal), Spain (Literatura Random House)

Killers of the Flower Moon
★ National Book Awards Finalist ★ Winner of the Edgar Award For
Best Fact Crime ★ Soon to be a major motion picture directed by
Martin Scorsese Starring Leonardo DiCaprio ★
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were the Osage
Indians in Oklahoma, U.S.A. After oil was discovered beneath their lands,
they rode in chauffeured cars and lived in mansions. Then, mysteriously, they
began to be killed off. Some were poisoned; others were shot or beaten to
death. Many who dared investigate the killings met a similar fate. In
desperation, the Osage turned to the newly created Bureau of Investigation,
thus becoming the FBI’s first major homicide case.
In Killers of the Flower Moon, Grann reveals a culture of killers in which every
element of society was complicit. His gripping reportage uncovers killers in bed with their victims, and
stands as a fascinating 20th century tale of the corrosive effects of oil.

Killers of the Flower Moon, sold in 26 languages. Rights available in: Arabic, Croatia, Estonia,
India, Indonesia, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovenia Film Rights: Imperative Entertainment
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The Old Man and the Gun
★ Now a major motion picture starring Robert Redford,
Sissy Spacek and Casey Affleck ★
The Old Man and the Gun is the incredible story of a bank robber and
prison escape artist and who, even in his seventies, refuses to
retire. It is joined here by two other riveting crime tales. ‘The
Chameleon’ is the tale of a French con artist who gets in over his
head when he impersonates a missing Texas teenager, raising the
suspicions of a local private investigator. ‘True Crime’ follows a
riveting investigation in which a Polish cold-case detective makes an
unlikely connection between a philospher’s novel and the murder
case he’s trying to crack.
Rights sold for The Old Man and the Gun: US (Doubleday), UK
(Simon & Schuster), Italy (Corbaccio), Spain (Literatura Random House)

The Devil and Sherlock Holmes
Whether he’s tracking down a chameleon con artist in France,
reporting on the brutally dangerous job of digging in New York
City’s new water tunnel or unravelling the mysterious circumstances
behind the death of the world’s foremost expert in Sherlock Holmes
in the UK, David Grann revels in telling stories about the myriad
ways in which human compulsion takes form. Superbly entertaining,
The Devil and Sherlock Holmes is a brilliant mosaic of recklessness,
passion, and folly.
Righs sold for The Devil and Sherlock Holmes: US (Doubleday), UK
(Simon & Schuster), Brazil (Companhia das Letras), China (Beijing
Imaginist), France (Sous Sol), Italy (Corbaccio), Thailand (Earnest),
Turkey (Pegasus)
Praise for David Grann:
‘Disturbing and riveting… Grann has proved himself a master of spinning delicious, many-layered
mysteries that also happen to be true… It will sear your soul.’ – Dave Eggers in New York Times Book
Review on Killers of the Flower Moon
‘A marvel of detective-like research and narrative verve.’ – Financial Times on Killers of the Flower Moon
“There is a kick-in-the guts half-twist at the end of the book that gives the work its moral heft… It’s a
twist that owes everything to Grann’s diligence and intelligence as a journalist…It is good to see such
hard work pay off so handsomely.’ – The Times on Killers of the Flower Moon
‘Beautifully told by David Grann, one of the best true-crime writers around… Nuanced and gripping.’ –
Evening Standard on The Old Man and the Gun
‘Tones of Mailer and Hemingway gust through the book as Grann tells the story of his hero… Truly
moving.’ – Spectator on The White Darkness
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
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Clear Bright Future
A Radical Defence of the Human Being

by Paul Mason
A passionate defence of humanity and a work of radical optimism
from the international bestselling author of Postcapitalism.
How do we preserve what makes us human in an age of uncertainty? Are
we now just consumers shaped by market forces? A sequence of DNA? A
collection of base instincts? Or will we soon be supplanted by algorithms
and A.I. anyway?
In Clear Bright Future, Paul Mason calls for a radical, impassioned defence
of the human being, our universal rights and freedoms and our power to
change the world around us. Ranging from economics to Big Data, from neuroscience to the culture wars,
he draws from his on-the-ground reporting from mass protests in Istanbul to riots in Washington, as well
as his own childhood in an English mining community, to show how the notion of humanity has become
eroded as never before.
In this book Paul Mason argues that we are still capable - through language, innovation and co-operation of shaping our future. He offers a vision of humans as more than puppets, customers or cogs in a machine.
This work of radical optimism asks: Do you want to be controlled? Or do you want something better?
PAUL MASON is an award-winning writer, broadcaster, and film-maker, at the centre of the global public
debate on how to respond to globalisation’s crisis. His previous book Postcapitalism: A Guide To Our Future
has to date been published in 18 languages.
UK publication date: Allen Lane – 2nd May 2019
Praise for previous title, Postcapitalism:
‘Mason weaves together varied intellectual threads to produce a fascinating set of ideas... Politicians of all
stripes should take note. And so should the people who vote for them.’ – Financial Times
‘Deeply engaging... he writes with freshness and insight on almost every page... Mason is a worthy successor
to Marx.’ – Guardian
Rights sales for Clear Bright Future: World English (Penguin), Germany (Suhrkamp Verlag), Italy (II
Saggiatore), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Objectiva), Spain (Paidos)
Rights sales for previous title, Postcapitalism: Brazil (Companhia Das Letras), Bulgaria (IztokZapad), China (China Citic Press), Croatia (Fokus), Denmark (Art People), Germany (Suhrkamp Verlag),
Greece (Kastaniotis Editions), Italy (II Saggiatore) Japan (Toyo Keizai Shimpo-sha), Korea (The Quest),
Lithuania (Demos), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Random House), Romania (Litera), Russia
(Ad Marginem Press), Spain (Ediciones Paidos), Sweden (Ordfronts Forlag), Turkey (Yordam), World
English (Penguin)
Agent: Matthew Hamilton
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FellowCountrymen
Loyalties, Lies, and Unintended Consequences
(1934 – 1948)

by Sylvia Nasar

Deeply researched and astutely reported, FellowCountrymen
promises to be a major work of revisionist history from the awardwinning author of A Beautiful Mind.
In her latest work, critically-acclaimed author Sylvia Nasar offers a rare
glimpse into the secret history of the ‘war within the war’ waged by
influential Westerners who were not only dedicated to defeating the Nazis,
but also to expanding Russia’s power in the run-up to World War II.
In the darkest decades of the twentieth century, when it looked as if capitalism and democracy could no
longer deliver social justice, a group of privileged, intelligent, ambitious individuals joined in the search for
alternative ideas. They found work at the highest levels of government, where they helped to shape the
post-World War II order – all the while collaborating with one of the most murderous regimes in history.
Linked by family, friends, universities, professions, and Party, and motivated by faith in Stalin’s Russia and
the ideal of One World, they constituted a secret society that operated behind Western defences as spies,
facilitators, and agents of influence. Their final defeat in the late 1940s owed far more to two women – a
Communist spy handler turned whistle blower and America’s leading New Deal icon – than to the notorious
anti-Communist Joseph McCarthy. Following six major characters, FellowCountrymen is a story tracing a
human drama about loyalty, lies, and unintended consequences.
SYLVIA NASAR is the author of the bestselling history of 20th century economics, Grand Pursuit, and A
Beautiful Mind, which won the National Book Critics’ Circle Award, was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, and
inspired the Academy Award-winning film. Nasar was, for many years, a staff writer at Fortune magazine
and an economics correspondent for The New York Times. In 2014, Nasar received a Berlin Prize to research
FellowCountrymen.
US publication date: Viking – Autumn 2020
Praise for Sylvia Nasar:
‘A history of economics which is full of flesh, bloom and warmth…Grand Pursuit deserves a place not
only in every economist’s study but also on every serious reader’s bedside table’ – The Economist
‘A compelling book about a phenomenal figure. Sylvia Nasar manages to illuminate both the man and his
maths.’ – The Times on A Beautiful Mind
Rights sales for previous title, Grand Pusuit: US (Simon & Schuster), UK (Fourth Estate), Brazil
(Companhia das Letras), China (Shanghai 99), France (Cassini Editions), Germany (C. Bertelsmann),
Israel (Books in the Attic), Italy (Garzanti), Japan (Shinchosha), Korea (ScienceBooks), Netherlands (De
Bezige Bij), Poland (MT Biznes), Portugal (Relógio D’Água), Romania (Editura Allfa), Russia (Corpus),
Spain (Debate), Turkey (Altin Kitaplar), Taiwan (China Times)
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
Delivery: 1st April 2019
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A Compass in Time
by Ariana Neumann
A powerful piece of literary detective work: a story of survival
against the odds.
A Compass in Time is the story of how Ariana slowly uncovered her
father’s story after his escape from Prague during the War, and his
decision – while most of the rest of his family perished – to take on
an assumed identity and live out the war in Berlin. Later he was to
move to Venezuela, where he married Ariana’s mother.
As a child, Ariana wanted to be a detective, only there were never any
crimes that she needed to investigate. But when she was scared at
night and crept into her parent’s bed, she was aware that her father sometimes had nightmares and shouted
out in a language she did not know. And then one day she found a document with his picture and a name
she did not recognise.
Here was a real mystery, and over his lifetime Hans Neumann only gave his daughter glimpses of his
previous life. But when he died, he left her a box of memorabilia that finally gave her permission to use all
her investigative skills to finally find out about the extraordinary life of her mysterious, beloved father. And
so the search began.
ARIANA NEUMANN lives in London, but she was born and grew up in Venezuela. She was educated in
America and is bi-lingual. She worked briefly in publishing, both at Turner Libros in Madrid and at
Weidenfeld in London. More recently she has been working in various parts of her family businesses.
Finding out about her father’s past has become an increasing obsession, which has resulted in this book
about a daughter’s search for the truth about her father.
UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – 6th February 2020
Rights sales for A Compass in Time: UK (Simon & Schuster), US (Scribner), Czech (Argo)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Dalai Lama
An Extraordinary Life

by Alexander Norman
The first definitive biography of the Dalai Lama – a story by turns
inspiring and surprising – from an acclaimed Tibetan scholar with
exceptional access to his subject.
The Dalai Lama’s message of peace and compassion resonates with
people of all faiths and none. Yet, for all his worldwide fame, he remains
personally elusive. Now, Alexander Norman, acclaimed Oxford-trained
scholar of the history of Tibet, delivers the definitive biography – unique,
multi-layered, and at times even shocking.
The Dalai Lama illuminates an astonishing odyssey from isolated Tibetan village to worldwide standing as
spiritual and political leader of one of the world’s most profound and complex cultural traditions. Norman
reveals that, while the Dalai Lama has never been comfortable with his political position, he has been a
canny player – at one time CIA-backed – who has maneuvered amidst pervasive violence, including placing
himself at the centre of a dangerous Buddhist schism. Yet even more surprising than the political, Norman
convinces, is the Dalai Lama’s extreme spiritual practice, rooted in magic, vision, and prophecy – details of
which are illuminated in this book for the first time.
A revelatory life story of one of today’s most radical, charismatic, and beloved world leaders.
ALEXANDER NORMAN has collaborated with the Dalai Lama on several of his best-selling books,
including Freedom in Exile and Beyond Religion. He is the author of a critically-acclaimed history of the Dalai
Lamas, Holder of the White Lotus.
US publication date: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – 6th April 2019
Praise for previous title, Beyond Religion:
‘A book that brings people together on the firm grounds of shared values, reminding us why the Dalai
Lama is still one of the most important religious figures in the world.’ – Huffington Post
‘Cogent and fresh . . . This ethical vision is needed as we face the global challenges of technological
progress, peace, environmental destruction, greed, science, and educating future generations.’ – Spirituality
& Practice
Rights sales for The Dalai Lama: UK (Ebury), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), India (HarperCollins)
Rights sales for Beyond Religion: UK (Ebury), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), Canada (McClelland
& Stewart), Brazil (Lucida), Bulgaria (Fama), Denmark (Visdoms Bogerne), France (Fayard), Germany
(Luebbe), Hungary (Noran Libro Kiado), Israel (The Dharma Friends of Israel), Italy (Sperling &
Kupfer), Japan (Samgha), Korea (Gimm Young), Lativia (Zvaigzne ABC), Netherlands (Milinda),
Romania (Lifestyle), Russia (Save Tibet), Spain (Dharma), Taiwan (China Times), Thailand (Suan Nguen
Mee Ma)
Agent: Aitken Alexander Associates
Material available: proposal – Delivery: Spring 2019
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Save Me the Plums
My Gourmet Memoir

by Ruth Reichl
Here, for the first time, the beloved food writer, restaurant critic,
and best-selling author reveals the story behind her tenure as the
Editor in Chief of Gourmet magazine.
When Conde Nast offered Ruth Reichl the top job at Gourmet, she initially
declined. She’d built her career on celebrating the simple joys of sharing
food with friends and family – she was a writer, not a manager. Yet the
epicurean magazine had always enchanted Reichl: she discovered her own
love of food through its pages, devouring tales of banquets in Tibet, life
in Paris, and golden fruit growing on tropical trees. The chance to work at
the magazine, just when food was becoming an important part of popular culture, proved irresistible.
Beginning with the leap of faith which landed her at Gourmet, Reichl’s memoir chronicles the push and pulls
of being a working mother, the learning curve of becoming a leader, and, ultimately, the loss of it all, when
Gourmet closed in 2009. Featuring legendary chefs such as Daniel Boulud and David Chang; idiosyncratic
writers like David Foster Wallace; and eccentric Conde Nast owner, S.I. Newhouse, Save Me the Plums is a
rare behind-the-scenes glimpse into the inner workings of the culinary world.
RUTH REICHL was Editor in Chief of Gourmet Magazine from 1999 to 2009. Before that she was the
restaurant critic of both the New York Times and the LA Times, and has been honored with six James Beard
Awards. Reichl is the author of four critically acclaimed, best-selling memoirs including Comfort Me with
Apples and Garlic and Sapphires, as well as a novel, Delicious!; and most recently, the cookbook My Kitchen Year.
US publication date: Random House – 2nd April 2019
Praise for Save Me The Plums:
‘Endearing… Gourmet magazine readers will relish the behind-the-scenes peek at the workings of the
magazine… Reichl’s revealing memoir is a deeply personal look at a food world on the brink of change.’ –
Publishers Weekly, Starred Review
‘Fun, gossipy, and beguiling…An absolutely delightful reading experience.’ – Kirkus Reviews, Starred
Review
‘Save Me the Plums sweeps the reader up in the intoxicating splendor of Gourmet in its glory days…This is the
rare case of an amazing writer living an amazing life, with a book that’s the party I never wanted to end.’ –
Ann Patchett
‘No one writes about food like Ruth Reichl. She also happens to be a mesmerizing storyteller. I consider
this book essential nourishment.’ – Nigella Lawson
Rights sales for previous memoir, Garlic and Sapphires: US (Penguin Press), UK (Century), Australia
(Allen & Unwin), Brazil (Objetiva), China (China Renmin), Germany, (Blanvalet), Greece (Polytropon),
Israel (Graff), Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie), Norway (Gyldendal Fakta), Poland (Vizja Press), Russia (AST),
Taiwan (Commonwealth)
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
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An Innocent Bystander
The Killing of Leon Klinghoffer

by Julie Salamon
On October 1985, Leon Klinghoffer, a disabled New Yorker, and his wife,
Marilyn, were on a cruise with friends to celebrate their wedding
anniversary. Four members of the Palestinian Liberation Front boarded the
Italian liner, the Achille Lauro, and took the passengers and crew hostage.
Klinghoffer was shot in the head and thrown overboard.
What transpired on the Achille Lauro left the Klinghoffer family in the grip
of irredeemable sorrow, while precipitating tragic reverberations for the
wives and sons of Abu al-Abbas, the Palestinian mastermind behind the
hijacking, and the family of Alex Odeh, a Palestinian American murdered
in Los Angeles in a brutal act of retaliation. Through intimate interviews with almost all living participants,
including one of the hijackers, Julie Salamon brings alive the moment-by-moment saga of the hijacking and
the ensuing international manhunt; the diplomatic wrangling between the United States, Egypt, Italy, and
Israel; and the long, agonizing search for justice.
A masterful work of journalism, An Innocent Bystander moves between the personal and the global with the
pace of a geopolitical thriller and the depth of a psychological drama. Throughout this narrative tour de
force lies the tension wrought by terrorism and its repercussions. As the mythology that has grown around
Klinghoffer’s death is dispelled, Salamon reveals a legacy that set the stage for Al-Qaeda, ISIS, and other
modern terrorist organizations – one that continues to inform our world today.
JULIE SALAMON is a critic, journalist and New York Times-bestselling author of eight books. Salamon is
also the chair of BRC, a social services organization in New York City that helps people who are homeless
and may suffer from addiction or mental disease, co-president of The Village Temple and a mentor/advisor
for Girls Write Now.
US Publication: Little, Brown – 11th June 2019
Praise for An Innocent Bystander:
‘Salamon plucks the story of the killing of one man out of the rush of history and holds it up for nuanced
consideration… An illuminating, necessary book.’ – J.T. Rogers
‘The wise and fearless Julie Salamon has once again used her astounding journalistic gifts to excavate an
essential story. Her elegantly constructed account of the Achille Lauro hijacking and its bitter aftermath
illuminates how the spectre of modern terrorism has sown hostility throughout the world… Ingenious
storytelling.’ – Brendan I. Koerner
Right sales for previous title, Hospital: US (Penguin Press), Japan (Kawade Shobo)
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.

40

The Robbins Office, Inc.

To Stop a Warlord
My Story of Justice, Grace, and the Fight for Peace

by Shannon Sedgwick Davis
One woman’s inspiring true story of an unlikely alliance to stop the
atrocities of warlord Joseph Kony, proving that there is no limit to
what we can do, even in the face of unspeakable injustice and
impossible odds.
It was late at night in the summer of 2010 when Shannon Sedgwick Davis,
a lawyer and human rights advocate first met the Ugandan general to
discuss an unconventional plan to stop a murderous warlord who’d
terrorized communities in four countries across Central Africa.
For twenty-five years, Joseph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance Army had killed over a hundred thousand
people, displaced millions, and abducted tens of thousands of children, forcing them to become child
soldiers. After meeting with survivors and community leaders, aid workers and lawmakers, it was clear that
the current international systems were failing to protect the most vulnerable.
Sedgwick Davis had no roadmap for how to stop a violent armed group. Despite this, she would soon step
far outside the bounds of traditional philanthropy and activism and partner her human rights organization,
the Bridgeway Foundation, with a South African private military contractor and a specialized unit within
the Ugandan army. The journey would bring her to question everything she had previously believed about
her role as a humanitarian, the meaning of justice, and the very nature of good and evil.
In To Stop a Warlord, Sedgwick Davis tells the story, for the first time, of the unprecedented collaboration
she helped build with the aim of finally ending Kony’s war – and of the unforgettable journey on an
unexpected path to peace.
SHANNON SEDGWICK DAVIS is the CEO of the Bridgeway Foundation, a philanthropic organization
dedicated to stopping mass atrocities. She previously served as the vice president of Geneva Global and
director of public affairs at the International Justice Mission. She is an advisory council member of The
Elders, the group of global statesmen founded by Nelson Mandela, and a board member of several
organizations, including Humanity United and charity: water.
US publication date: Spiegel & Grau –2nd April 2019
Praise for To Stop A Warlord:
‘Compelling and inspiring…To Stop A Warlord beautifully moves each of us to take action to help the
most vulnerable among us.’ – Archbishop Desmond Tutu
‘A fast-paced and intense geopolitical narrative.’ – Publisher’s Weekly
‘[Sedgwick Davis’] captivating story takes the reader on an adventure like no other.’ – Sir Richard Branson
‘An uplifting story of an extraordinary effort to support human rights throughout the world.’ – Kirkus
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
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In a Time of Monsters
Travels through a Middle East in Revolt

by Emma Sky
Returning to the UK in September 2010 after serving in Iraq as the
political adviser to the top American General, Emma Sky feels no sense
of homecoming. She is soon back in the Middle East traveling through a
region in revolt.
In In a Time of Monsters, Sky bears witness to the demands of young people
for dignity and justice; the inability of sclerotic regimes to reform; the
descent of Syria into civil war; the rise of the Islamic State; and the flight
of refugees to Europe. With a deep understanding of the Middle East,
and empathy for people, Sky makes a complex region more comprehensible. A great storyteller and
observational writer, Sky reveals the ties that bind the Middle East to the West and how blowback from
our interventions in the region contributed to the British vote to leave the European Union and to the
election of Donald Trump as president of the United States.
EMMA SKY is a British expert on the Middle East. From 2007 to 2010, she served in Iraq as the political
advisor to US General Ray Odierno, and as the Governorate Coordinator of Kirkuk for the Coalition
Provisional Authority from 2003 to 2004. She is now director of Yale’s Maurice R. Greenberg World
Fellows Program and a Senior Fellow at the Jackson Institute, where she teaches Middle East politics.
UK publication date: Atlantic – 7th February 2019
Praise for In A Time of Monsters:
‘Sky’s clear, unadorned and unpretentious style is a reflection of her intellectual and emotional commitment
to a region that she evidently loves and understands.’ – Guardian
Praise for previous title, The Unravelling:
★ Shortlisted for the Orwell Prize 2016 ★ Shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize 2015 ★
‘A charming, insightful account of Sky's remarkable odyssey.’ – Max Hastings, Sunday Times
‘The essential text on how everything fell apart.’ – New Yorker
‘The Unravelling reads almost like a novel: a detailed and darkly humorous account... Sky's argumentative,
chirpy and intelligent personality is thoroughly engaging.’ – Guardian
‘A radiant and beautifully written account, at turns funny and sad.’ –Wall Street Journal
‘The best book to date on the American war in Iraq.’ – Publishers Weekly, Starred Review
Rights sales for previous title, The Unravelling: UK (Atlantic), US (Public Affairs), China (Caixin
Media)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Women’s Work
A Reckoning with Home and Help

by Megan K. Stack
From award-winning journalist Megan K. Stack comes a memoir
that wrestles with the question: as a working mother, how do you
manage to be out in the world? And if you are, who is at home?
After her first book was published to acclaim, Megan K. Stack got pregnant
and quit her job to write. She pictured herself pen in hand while the baby
napped, but instead found herself traumatized by a difficult birth and shellshocked by the start of motherhood.
Living abroad provided her with access to affordable domestic labor, and,
sure enough, hiring a nanny gave her back the ability to work. At first, Megan thought she had little in
common with the women she hired. They were important to her because they made her free. She wanted
them to be happy, but she didn’t want to know the details of their lives. That didn’t work for long.
When Pooja, an Indian nanny who had been absorbed into the family, disappeared one night with no
explanation, Megan was forced to confront the truth: these women were not replaceable, and her life had
become inextricably intertwined with theirs. She set off on a journey to find out where they really come from
and to understand the global and personal implications of wages paid, services received, and emotional
boundaries drawn in the home.
Set in the sprawling Asian mega-cities of Beijing and New Delhi, Women’s Work is Megan’s fearless,
devastating account of being a working mother and her relationships with the women who watched her
children, cleaned her house, cooked her food, and transformed her family during her years abroad.
MEGAN K. STACK is the author of Every Man in this Village is a Liar which was a National Book Award
finalist for nonfiction. She’s covered the Middle East, Russia, and China for the Los Angeles Times. In 2007,
she was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in international reporting, and was awarded the 2007 Overseas
Press Club’s Hal Boyle Award for best newspaper reporting from abroad.
US publication date: Doubleday – 2nd April 2019
Praise for Women’s Work:
‘A self-critical and heartfelt narrative… Beautifully written.’ – Kirkus, Starred Review
‘Women’s Work is a book of vivid characters, engrossing stories, shrewd insights, and uncomfortable
reflections.’ – Anne-Marie Slaughter
‘Fierce and furious and darkly funny.’ – Keith Gessen
Rights sales for Women’s Work: US (Doubleday), UK & Australia (Scribe), China (Thinkingdom)
Rights sales for previous title, Every Man in This Village is a Liar: US (Doubleday/Anchor), UK
(Bloomsbury), Australia (Scribe), Finland (Minerva), France (Rue Fromentin), Netherlands (Contact)
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
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The Ten Equations
The Secret Mathematical Formulas for Making Money,
Being Successful, Predicting the Future and Becoming
Smarter

by David Sumpter

They know something you don’t know. They are the traders, the online
betting magnates and the bitcoin miners; the people running elite
football clubs, the founders of social networks and those at the frontiers
of AI research. And whether they are seeking riches, sporting success or
technological advancements, they are all united by the knowledge of a
group of equations that are ruling the world. Those equations have been
closely guarded, until now…
In The Ten Equations, applied mathematician David Sumpter reveals the mathematical formulas that make
the modern world go round, and shows how we can use them to better our chances of success, solidify
friendships and live healthier lives, to guard against failure and financial ruin, and to see through
scaremongering. Along the way we see that these gains need not belong to the few – that while it might suit
mathematicians for the equations to look impenetrable, they are actually fairly easy to decode once you
know how. And what’s more you need not want to be the next Mark Zuckerberg to find value in the ten
equations – David shows how the same equations that are integral to Facebook can help you to work out
how long to persist with a difficult task or how many episodes of a new Netflix series to watch before
giving up.
The Ten Equations is a popular maths book that doesn’t shy away from complex equations, but explains them
in relatable ways, and shows us how applying some of their lessons could help improve our lives.
DAVID SUMPTER was made Professor of Applied Mathematics at the University of Uppsala at 32, at the
time the youngest Professor in Europe, and before that he was a Royal Society Fellow at Oxford. His
academic book, Collective Animal Behaviour, is the leading text in the field that he helped create, and he is the
author of two books, Soccermatics and Outnumbered, which have been translated into 10 languages. In 2016
he was awarded the IMA’s Catherine Richards Prize for communicating mathematics to a popular audience.
Publication date: Allen Lane - 2020
Rights sales for The Ten Equations: UK (Allen Lane), US (Flatiron), China (Citic), Sweden (Mondial)
Praise for previous title, Outnumbered:
‘Ingenious . . . a deliciously insightful, mildly skeptical analysis of internet data manipulation.’ – Kirkus
‘An enlightening book.’ – Publishers Weekly
‘Sumpter combines engaging hands-on demonstrations with stories from insiders to shed light on precisely
how data alchemists seek to persuade and predict us.’ – Financial Times

Rights sales for Outnumbered: Poland (Copernicus Center Press), China (Grand China), Korea
(Bookhouse), Brazil (Bertrand), Japan (Kobun-sha), Sweden (Volante), Taiwan (Owl)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: August 2019
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Idle Hands

An Alternative History of the World (and Work)

by James Suzman
Why do we work so hard and ascribe so much importance to it? How
did work become the central organisational principle of our societies?
How has work shaped our evolution, and the ways we think about and
engage with the world around us? What are the social, economic and
environmental consequences of our culture of work? And what might a
world where work plays a far less important role in our lives than it does
now be like?
Idle Hands is a history of human civilisation told through the prism of our
relationship with work. Around the world, work dominates our lives: a
job is not just a job, it defines us. It dictates where and with whom we spend our time, it informs our
political values, conveys status and imparts self-worth. But this was not always the case. Economists used
to imagine a future in which automation would usher in a golden age of leisure time, but our deeply
ingrained view that productivity is success means that the idea of such a future is no longer utopian.
James Suzman tracks our lives from the very earliest human populations to show that a form of work has
always been fundamental to who we are, but that our focus on productivity is a relatively modern
phenomenon – and that the drive for productivity at all costs has started to become counter-productive.
Integrating insights from epigenetics, ethology, genomics, social anthropology, economics and evolutionary
theory, Idle Hands will challenge the way we think about work, and investigate what might happen if we
embrace the opportunities offered by automation. It will suggest that we have reached an inflection point,
but that by looking back in time, we might be able to reimagine our future relationship with work.
JAMES SUZMAN is a social anthropologist and the author of Affluence without Abundance: The Disappearing
World of the Bushmen (Bloomsbury USA 2017). He is the director of the anthropological think tank
Anthropos and is a fellow of Robinson College at Cambridge University as well as a fellow of the Royal
Geographic Society. James has written on some of the central ideas of Idle Hands in the New York Times,
Guardian, Observer, New Statesman and Atlantic.
UK publication date: Bloomsbury – 2020
Praise for previous title, Affluence without Abundance:
‘An insightful and well-written book.’ – Yuval Noah Harari
‘[A] fascinating book. . . Part-ethnography, part-memoir, this is a poignant account of a culture on
the brink of extinction.’ – Sunday Times
Rights sales for Idle Hands: UK (Bloomsbury), US (Penguin Press), China (Citic), France
(Flammarion), Germany (Beck), Greece (Metaichmio), Italy (Il Saggiatore), Japan (Toyo Keizai), Korea
(RH Korea), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Netherlands (Thomas Rap), Poland (Zysk-I-Ska), Portugal (Saida
de Emergencia), Romania (Publicat), Russia (Eksmo-Bombora), Spain (Debate)
Agent: Chris Wellbelove
Material available: Proposal – Delivery: Summer 2019
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1939: The War Nobody Wanted
A People’s History

by Frederick Taylor
A vivid people's history of the twelve months leading up to the
outbreak of war in 1939, perfect for fans of Antony Beevor, Max
Hastings, Christopher Clark and Margaret Macmillan.
In the autumn of 1938, Europe believed in the promise of peace. Still
reeling from the ravages of the Great War, its people were desperate to
rebuild their lives in a newly safe and stable era. But only a year later, the
fateful decisions of just a few men had again led Europe to war, a war that
would have a profound and lasting impact on millions of innocent people.
From the bestselling historian Frederick Taylor, 1939: The War Nobody
Wanted draws on original British and German sources, including recorded interviews, as well as
contemporary diaries, memoirs and newspapers. Its narrative focuses on the day-to-day experiences of the
men and women in both countries trapped in this disastrous chain of events and not, as is so often the case,
the elite. Their voices, concerns and experiences lend a uniquely intimate flavour to this often surprising
account, revealing a marked disconnect between government and people; few ordinary citizens in either
Britain or Germany wanted war.
1939 is, precisely for that reason, also an interrogation of our capacity to go to war again. In today’s Europe,
an onset of uncertainty, a looming fear of radical populism and a revelatory schism are dangerously
reminiscent of the perils of the autumn of 1938. 1939: The War Nobody Wanted is both a vivid and richly
peopled narrative of Europe’s slide into the horrors of war and, in many ways, a warning; an opportunity
for us to learn from our history and a reminder that we must never take peace for granted.
UK publication date: Picador – 27th June 2019
Praise for Frederick Taylor:
‘Excellent . . . Taylor's thorough, authoritative account elegantly explains the horrors of that night, as well
as the wider story of the raid's significance in the air war's collective descent into barbarism.’ – Financial
Times on Coventry
‘Riveting . . . Vivid . . . Taylor's account of flame and ruin in the Midlands in November 1940, superbly
researched, shows how terror could come to anyone, anywhere, any time. It still can.’ – Spectator on
Coventry
‘Taylor weaves a chilling narrative from eyewitness accounts and documentary research . . . His account
of the air operation . . . is quite superb.’ – The Times on Dresden
‘Scholarly, objective, sane and well-written. . . A tremendously powerful work, profoundly moving in the
accounts of the ordinary German families who met their deaths that dreadful night.’ – Evening Standard on
Dresden
Rights sales for 1939: The War Nobody Wanted: UK (Picador), China (Gingko), Germany (Random
House), Netherlands (Unieboek)
Agent: Jane Turnball
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Burma: Unfinished Nation
Race, Capitalism, and the Crisis of Democracy in the
21st Century

by Thant Myint-U
Less than a decade ago the world cheered as dictatorship crumbled and
the internationally beloved Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi emerged
from 20 years of house arrest. Yet just three years after her landslide
victory at the polls, the country stands accused of war crimes and the
expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya Muslims.
As an historian, former diplomat, and presidential advisor, Thant MyintU was part of the momentous changes that pulled Burma towards
democracy, working with the ex-generals and meeting many of the country’s biggest supporters, from Bono
to Barak Obama. Yet no one was prepared to address Burma’s underlying challenges, from fast rising
inequality, disintegrating state institutions, and the impacts of climate change, to the rise of China next door
and the issues of race, religion, and ‘national identity’ deeply rooted in the country’s traumatic colonial past.
In this riveting insider’s diagnosis of a country in crisis, Myint-U challenges the black-and-white morality
tales that have never fit the realities of Burma.
THANT MYINT-U has lectured around the world and has written for publications inside and outside
Burma. He is the author of The Making of Modern Burma, The River of Lost Footsteps, and Where China Meets
India. He resides in Rangoon.
Publication date: Atlantic - Winter 2019
Praise for Thant Myint-U:
‘A wonderfully informative and readable history.’ – Sunday Times on The River of Lost Footsteps
‘It is enriched by Myint-U's experiences and those of his progenitors... This is salutary history at its
best.’ – The Times on The River of Lost Footsteps
‘The constant interplay between his experiences and knowledge of the region make this book a gem, with
myriad rare insights.’ – Publishers Weekly on Where China Meets India
‘A blend of personal reminiscence, history – enlivened with an eye for the telling anecdote-travelogue and
polemic.’ – The Economist on Where China Meets India
Rights sales for Burma: Unfinished Nation: UK (Atlantic), US (WW. Norton), India (Juggernaut),
Italy (add editore)
Rights sales for previous title, Where China Meets India: UK (Faber & Faber), US (Farrar, Straus &
Giroux), China (Beijing Xiron), Italy (Sirius), Japan (Hakusui-sha), Korea (Moumbooks), Taiwan (Marco
Polo)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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The Big Goodbye
The Making of Chinatown

by Sam Wasson
Robert Towne, Roman Polanski, Jack Nicholson, and Robert Evans would
each prove to be the definitive writer, director, actor, and producer,
respectively, of Hollywood’s last golden era, in the early 1970s.
Only their pooling of creative talents could have produced what is still
considered, fifty years on, the greatest screenplay ever written: Chinatown.
The Big Goodbye takes us through the making of the movie, tying into the offscreen lives of those who helped create it. It is a story of
deep friendships made and broken, as well as the pivotal year of 1975, describing how what began as
Hollywood’s finest hour turned out to be its final hour.
US publication date for The Big Goodbye: Flatiron - January 14th, 2020

Fosse
The Loves and Deaths of Bob Fosse
★ Now the FX/BBC series Fosse/Verdon starring Sam Rockwell and
Michelle Williams with Lin-Manuel Miranda executive producing ★
The only person ever to win Oscar, Emmy, and Tony awards in the same year,
Bob Fosse revolutionized nearly every facet of American entertainment. His
signature style would influence generations of performing artists. Yet in spite
of Fosse’s innumerable—including Cabaret, Pippin, All That Jazz, and Chicago,
one of the longest-running Broadway musicals ever—his offstage life was
shadowed
by
deep
wounds
and
insatiable
appetites.
To craft this richly detailed account, best-selling author Sam Wasson has drawn on a wealth of unpublished
material and hundreds of sources: friends, enemies, lovers, and collaborators, many of them speaking
publicly about Fosse for the first time. With propulsive energy and stylish prose, Fosse is the definitive
biography of one of Broadway and Hollywood’s most complex and dynamic icons.
Praise for Fosse:
‘Fascinating . . . Wasson has taken complete control of his subject.’ – Wall Street Journal
SAM WASSON is a Los Angeles native studied film at Wesleyan University and at the USC School of
Cinematic Arts. He is the author of the New York Times bestseller Fifth Avenue, 5A.M. Wasson’s writing
has appeared in the New York Times, The Hollywood Reporter, Variety, and the Wall Street Journal.
Rights sales for Fosse: UK (Ebury/BBC Books), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)
Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.
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The Fortress
The Great Siege of Przemysl

by Alexander Watson
In the autumn of 1914 Europe was at war. The battling powers had already
suffered casualties on a scale previously unimaginable. On both the
western and eastern fronts elaborate war plans lay in ruins and had been
discarded in favour of desperate improvisation. In the west, this resulted
in the remorseless world of the trenches; in the east all eyes were focussed
on the old, beleaguered Austro-Hungarian fortress of Przemysl.
The great siege that unfolded at Przemysl was the longest of the whole war.
In the defence of the fortress and the struggle to relieve it, Austria-Hungary
suffered some 800,000 casualties. Almost unknown now, this was one of the great turning points of the
conflict. If the Russians had broken through they could have invaded Central Europe, but by the time the
fortress fell their strength was exhausted and they could go no further.
This is a story of such magnitude it is reminiscent of one of the founding war stories – that of the Siege of
Troy. Yet it also prefigures the emergence of the Blood Lands and, long before the rise of Hitler or Stalin,
what Prezemysl experienced in early 1915 would become more common with the rapid emergence of the
ethnic violence that was to follow.
Alexander Watson, prize-winning author of Ring of Steel, has written one of the great epics of the First World
War. Comparable to Stalingrad in 1942-3, Przemysl shaped the course of Europe's future. Neither Russians
nor Austro-Hungarians ever recovered from their disasters. Using a huge range of sources, Watson
brilliantly recreates a world of long-gone empires, broken armies and a cut off community sliding into
chaos. The siege was central to the war itself, but also a chilling harbinger of what would engulf the entire
region in the coming decades, as nationalism, anti-Semitism and an exterminatory fury took hold.
ALEXANDER WATSON is a British historian, writer, and professor. He is the author of two books,
which focus on Britain and Central Europe during World War I. His most recent book, Ring of Steel: Germany
and Austria-Hungary at War, 1914-1918, won numerous awards. Watson is currently a Lecturer in History
at Goldsmiths, University of London.
Publication date: Allen Lane – 31st of October 2019
Praise for previous title, Ring of Steel:
★Winner of the 2014 Wolfson History Prize ★ Winner of the 2014 Guggenheim-Lehrman
Prize in Military History ★ Winner of the Society for Military History's 2015 Distinguished
Book Award ★ Winer of the 2015 British Army Military Book of the Year ★
‘Supremely accomplished.’ – Sunday Times, History Book of the Year 2014
‘A truly indispensable contribution . . . It is a mark of talent in a historian to take familiar narratives and
open them to new interpretation. Mr. Watson's book is a brilliant demonstration of this skill.’ – Wall Street
Journal
Rights sales for Ring of Steel: UK (Allen Lane), US (Basic Books), China (Gingko Beijing Book Co),
Hungary (Park), Spain (Atico de los Libros)
Agent: Clare Alexander
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Mud and Stars
Travels in Russia with Pushkin and Other Geniuses of
the Golden Age

by Sara Wheeler

There is a literal Russian landscape, and there its emotional,
literary counterpart. In Mud and Stars, award-winning writer Sara
Wheeler sets out to explore both.
With the writers of the Golden Age as her guides – Pushkin, Tolstoy,
Gogol, Turgenev – Wheeler travels across eight time zones, from rinsed
north-western beetroot fields and far-eastern Arctic tundra to the
cauldron of ethnic soup that is the Caucasus. She follows nineteenthcentury footsteps to make connections between then and now: between the places where flashingepauletted Lermontov died in the aromatic air of Pyatigorsk, and sheaves of corn still stand like soldiers on
a blazing afternoon, just like in Gogol’s stories. On the Trans-Siberian railway in winter she crunches across
snowy platforms to buy dried fish from babushki, and in summer she sails the Black Sea where dolphins
leapt in front of violet Abkhazian peaks. She also spends months in fourth-floor 1950s apartments,
watching television with her hosts, her new friends bent over devices and moaning about Ukraine.
At a time of deteriorating relations between Russia and the West, Wheeler searches for a Russia not in the
news – a Russia of common humanity and daily struggles. She gives voice to the ‘ordinary’ people of Russia,
and discovers how the writers of the Golden Age continue to represent their country, then and now.
SARA WHEELER is a best-selling travel author and biographer, noted for her accounts of the Polar
Regions. Her travel books include Terra Incognita: Travels in Antarctica, The Magnetic North: Travels in the
Arctic and Access All Areas: Selected Writings 1990-2010. She has also written biographies of Apsley CherryGarrard and Denys Finch Hatton, and O My America!, about women who travelled to America in the
nineteenth century.
Publication date: Jonathan Cape – 4th July 2019
Praise for Sara Wheeler:
‘Antarctica could hope for no better chronicler: spirited, humorous and highly intelligent, she is also a
writer of rare talent.’ – Observer on Terra Icognita
‘Notably well written, perceptive, lively and sympathetic. Sara Wheeler is very well worth reading.’ – Daily
Telegraph on Travels in a Thin Country
‘Beautiful ... Written with unfailing eloquence and grace, and great admiration for its subject.' – Independent
on Cherry
‘Accomplishes what only the best biographies can.’ – The Times on Cherry
‘Sympathetic, amusing, insightful and informative… Sara Wheeler has had it from the off. You want to
travel with her, and you want to travel blind.’ – Scotsman on O My America!
Rights sales for Mud and Stars: UK (Jonathan Cape), US (Pantheon)
Agent: Lisa Baker
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