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The Wisdom of Bones 
by Kitty Aldridge 

 
To find a creature part eel, part African lion, who steps the 

tightrope, plays the viola, frightens the ladies and sings like a 
nightingale. This is my task. I must conjure, procure and invent, as 
a novelty is only novel once and no success succeeds as surely as 

failure fails. 

London 1879 ð In a gloomy room on Islington's back streets, showman 
Percy Unusual George dreams of the miracle that will change his fortunes 
and that of his troupe of performing Remarkables. This waking dream will 
lead him to an infamous French dwarf, an exiled Polish king, and a 
superstar of the Enlightenmentéand alter the course of his life forever. 

France 1751 ð At the court of Lunéville, in the Alsace region of Lorraine, exiled Polish King Stanislas hosts 
grand parties for the French nobility and luminaries of the Enlightenment. While Voltaire falls in love with 
Émilie du Châtelet, the Polish king presents his horrified queen with a gift of an infant dwarf from the 
Vosges Mountains. King Stanislas names the child, Bébé, and watches indulgently as his protégé becomes 
the most notorious and celebrated dwarf in France, until an unexpected guest arrives and unforeseen 
tragedy follows. 

Two ambitious men. One hundred years apart. Kitty Aldridge entwines their stories to powerful effect in 
this astonishingly imaginative and daring novel. The Wisdom of Bones is a high-wire performance: a hypnotic 
tale of desire and ambition, a quest for celebrity, and the human ache to be loved and remembered. 

KITTY ALDRIDGE  is the author of Pop, which was longlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction and 

shortlisted for the Pendleton May First Novel Award. Her most recent novels are Cryers Hill and A Trick I 

Learned from Dead Men. She was described by Richard Ford as having ôa moral grasp upon life that is grave, 

knowing, melancholy, often extremely funny and ultimately optimistic.õ 
 

UK publication date: Corsair ð 2nd May 2019 
 
Praise for previous novel, A Trick I Learned from Dead Men: 
ôBoth tragic yet somehow life-affirming, her novel holds you to the endõ ð Sunday Times 
 
ôPitch-perfect ... blackly funny, movingõ ð Independent 
 
ôAldridge beautifully captures Leeõs thought patterns... Her research is impeccable, and the quirky portrait 
of funeral home routine will appeal to fans of the TV series Six Feet Underõ ð Daily Mail 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Body Lies 

by Jo Baker 
 

From the Sunday Times bestselling author of Longbourn and A 
Country Road, A Tree comes a tense and atmospheric thriller, a 

timely exploration of male violence in fiction, and in real life. 
 

When a young mother accepts a creative writing post in a remote 

northern university, itõs meant to be a fresh start, away from the big 

city and the scene of a violent assault that sheõs desperate to forget. 

But despite the distractions of a busy teaching schedule and single 

motherhood, she continues to feel on edge. To make matters worse, a 

heated debate about the depiction of violence against women sours 

the group dynamic, turning her class into a pit of rivalry and tension. 

 

Her concerns increase when a talented but troubled student declares that he can only write the truth.  His 

work hints at a tragic past, but when he starts to email her privately, attaching fresh chapters from his 

novel, fiction and reality begin to blur. She recognises herself as the woman in his book - and he has 

written her a terrible fate.  

 

Will she be able to stop life imitating art before itõs too late? 

 

Told in intertwining stories and conflicting voices, The Body Lies is a book about sexual violence and its 

aftermath; about the imposition of one personõs will on another; about resistance, resilience and recovery. 

 

JO BAKER is the author of several novels including the bestselling Longbourn. Her critically acclaimed 

most recent novel, A Country Road, A Tree, is about the life of Samuel Beckett and was shortlisted for the 

Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction and the James Tait Black Prize. 

 

UK publication date: Doubleday ð June 2019 
 
Praise for previous novel, A Country Road, A Tree: 
ôSkilful . . . daring . . . extraordinary' ð Guardian 
 
'A fascinating fictional account of Samuel Beckett's wartime years' ð Ian Rankin 
 
'Beautifully written, empathetic and unflinching, it is very, very good' ð Daily Mail 
 
'Insightful . . . beautifully paced . . . authenticõ ð Irish Times 
 
Rights sales for The Body Lies: UK (Doubleday), US (Knopf), Germany (Knaus/Penguin Verlag) 
 
Rights sales for previous novel, A Country Road, A Tree: UK (Doubleday), US (Knopf), Germany 
(Knaus), Italy (Einaudi) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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  The Silence of the Girls 
by Pat Barker 

 ᴖSunday Times Bestseller ᴖ  

The new novel from the Booker Prize-winning author of the 
Regeneration series. 

 
The ancient city of Troy has withstood a decade under siege of the 
powerful Greek army, who continue to wage bloody war over a stolen 
womanð Helen. In the Greek camp, another woman watches and waits for 
the warõs outcome: Briseis. She was queen of one of Troyõs neighbouring 
kingdoms, until Achilles, Greeceõs greatest warrior, sacked her city and 
murdered her husband and brothers. Briseis becomes Achillesõs 

concubine, a prize of battle, and must adjust quickly in order to survive a radically different life, as one of 
the many conquered women who serve the Greek army.  
 
When Agamemnon, the brutal political leader of the Greek forces, demands Briseis for himself, she is 
caught between the two most powerful of the Greeks. Achilles refuses to fight in protest, and the Greeks 
begin to lose ground to their Trojan opponents. Keenly observant and coolly unflinching about the daily 
horrors of war, Briseis finds herself in an unprecedented position to observe the two men driving the Greek 
forces in what will become their final confrontation, deciding the fate, not only of Briseisõs people, but also 
of the whole of the ancient world. 
 
Briseis is just one among thousands of women behind the scenes in this war ð the slaves, the prostitutes, 
and the women who lay out the dead ð all of them erased by history. With breath-taking historical detail 
and luminous prose, Pat Barker brings the teeming world of the Greek camp to vivid life. She offers 
nuanced, complex portraits of characters and stories familiar from mythology, which, seen from Briseisõs 
perspective, are rife with newfound revelations. Barkerõs latest builds on her decades-long study of war and 
its impact on individual livesð and is nothing short of magnificent. 
 
PAT BARKER is the author of 13 novels and has won the Booker Prize for Fiction, the Fawcett Society 
Book Prize, and the Guardian Fiction Prize. She was awarded a CBE in 2000. 
 
UK publication date: Hamish Hamilton ð 30th August 2018 
 
Praise for The Silence of the Girls: 
ôThis is an important, powerful, memorable book that invites us to look differently not only at The 

Iliad but at our own ways of telling stories about the past and the present, and at how anger and hatred 

play out in our societiesõ ð Emily Wilson, Guardian 

 

ôAmid the recent slew of rewritings of the great Greek myths and classics, Barkerõs stands out for its 

forcefulness of purpose and earthy compassionõ ð The Times 

 

ô[T]his latest work is an impressive feat of literary revisionism that reminds us that there are as many ways 
to tell a story as there are people involvedéõ ð Independent 
 

Rights sales for The Silence of  the Girls: UK (Hamish Hamilton), US (Doubleday), Czech Republic 
(Vysehrad), Greece (Aiora), Italy (Stile Libero), Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), Spain (Siruela), Sweden 
(under offer), Taiwan (China Times), Turkey (Yabanci) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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An Italian Summer 
by Fanny Blake 

  

An Italian Summer is a novel about friendship, family secrets and 
second chances, set against the backdrop of southern Italy. 

 
Sandy is in her fifties, and at a crossroads in her life: she's a teacher and 
respected by her pupils, but she feels she is being side-lined in favour of 
younger colleagues. So when her mother dies, leaving her a sealed 
envelope addressed to an unknown woman living in Naples, Sandy 
decides to head to Italy to resolve the mystery by delivering the letter 
herself. She books herself on to a small sightseeing trip from Rome to 
Naples and the Amalfi Coast, hoping to meet some like-minded people 

along the way. Who is the mysterious woman she is searching for? And will Sandy find friendship, or 
even love, along the way...? 
 
FANNY BLAKE is an ex-publisher turned novelist. She is the books editor of Woman & Home magazine 
and reviews fiction for the Daily Mail.  An Italian Summer is her seventh novel. 
 
UK publication date: Orion ð 26th July 2018 
 

Praise for An Italian Summer:   
ôBuilding to an unexpected and clever twist, this heart-warming and compelling novel is the perfect 
summer read.õ ð Daily Express 
 
'A glorious jaunt around Italy with characters I didn't want to leave' ð Clare Mackintosh 
 

Praise for Fanny Blake:   

ôFanny has made this little corner of womankind, with all its humour and trials and tribulations, her ownõ 

ð Penny Vincenzi 

 

'I love the way Fanny Blake proves that women just become more and more fascinating' ð Adele Parks 
 
'I love that she writes about women our age, and the painful and wise truths we know' ð Marian Keyes 
  

ôWarm, wise and wonderfully addictiveõ ð Helen Lederer 

 

Rights sales for An Italian Summer: UK (Orion), Czech (Baronet) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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My Sister the Serial Killer 
by Oyinkan Braithwaite 

 

A darkly comic, hand grenade of a novel about a Nigerian 

woman whose younger sister has a very inconvenient habit of 

killing her boyfriends 

 

Korede is bitter. How could she not be? Her sister, Ayoola, is many things: 

the favourite child, the beautiful one, possibly sociopathic. And now 

Ayoola's third boyfriend in a row is dead.  

 

Korede's practicality is the sisters' saving grace. She knows the best 

solutions for cleaning blood, the trunk of her car is big enough for a body, 

and she keeps Ayoola from posting pictures of her dinner to Instagram 

when she should be mourning her "missing" boyfriend. Not that she gets any credit. 

 

Korede has long been in love with a kind, handsome doctor at the hospital where she works. She dreams 

of the day when he will realize that sheõs exactly what he needs. But when he asks Korede for Ayoola's 

phone number, she must reckon with what her sister has become and how far sheõs willing to go to 

protect her. 

 

Sharp as nails and full of deadpan wit, Oyinkan Braithwaite's deliciously deadly debut is as fun as it is 

frightening. 

 
OYINKAN BRAITHWAITE  a graduate of Creative Writing and Law from Kingston University. She 
was shortlisted as a top-ten spoken-word artist in the Eko Poetry Slam, and in 2016 she was a finalist for 
the Commonwealth Short Story Prize. She lives in Lagos, Nigeria.  
 
UK publication date: Atlantic ð 3rd January 2019 
 
Praise for My Sister the Serial Killer:  
ôFrom the hospital rooms and living spaces of Lagos, Nigeria, comes a dryly funny and wickedly crafty 

exercise in psychological suspense... Even your most extravagant speculations about what's really going 

on with these wildly contrasting yet oddly simpatico siblings will be trumped in this skilful, sardonic 

debutõ ð Kirkus 

 

ôThis is both bitingly funny and brilliantly executed, with not a single word out of place.õ ð Publishers 

Weekly (starred review) 

 

ôDisturbing, sly and delicious, Braithwaite's novel compels us to consider the limits of loyalty and the 
insidious weight of silenceõ ð Ayobami Adebeyo 
 
ôMy Sister, the Serial Killer is a gem, in the most accurate sense: small, hard, sharp, and polished to 

perfection... Tell Shirley Jackson that the Merricat Blackwood of the 21st century lives in Lagos, her name 

is Ayoola, and she is so obliviously/adorably/hilariously/heartbreakingly wicked, sheõll make you cry tears 

of all flavorsõ ð Edgar Cantero  

 

Rights sales for My Sister the Serial Killer: UK (Atlantic), US (Doubleday), Brazil (Editora Kapulana), 
France (Delcourt), Korea (1000 Sentences Publishing), Netherlands (Uitgeverij Plujm) 
Film  Rights: Optioned to Working Title Films with Nira Park and Rachael Prior 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Cygnet 
by Season Butler 

 
An utterly original coming-of-age tale, marked by wrenching 

humour and staggering charisma, about a young woman resisting 
the savagery of adulthood in a community of the elderly rejecting 

the promise of youth. 

Seventeen-year-old Kid doesnõt know where her parents are. They left 
her with her grandmother Lolly, promising to return soon. That was 
months ago. Now, Lolly is dead and Kid is alone, stranded ten miles off 
the coast of New Hampshire on tiny Swan Island. Unable to reach her 
parents, and with no other relatives to turn to, Kid works for a 
neighbour, airbrushing the pastñdigitally retouching family photos and 

moviesñto earn enough money to survive. 

Surrounded by the vast ocean, Kidõs temporary home is no ordinary vacation retreat. The island is 
populated by an idiosyncratic group of elderly separatists who left behind the youth-obsessed mainlandñ
óthe Bad Placeóñto create their own alternative community. These residents call themselves the Swans. 
Kid calls them the Wrinklies. Even as Kid tries to be good and quiet and patient, the adolescentõs 
presence unnerves the Swans, turning some downright hostile. They donõt care if she has nowhere to go, 
they just want her gone. She is a reminder of all theyõve left behind and are determined to forget. 

But Kid isnõt the only problem threatening the insular community. Swan Island is eroding into the rising 
sea, threatening the Swansõ very existence there. To find a way forward, the Kid must come to terms with 
the realities of her life and an unknown future that is hers alone to embrace. 

Season Butler makes her literary debut with an ambitious work of bold imagination. Tough and tender, 
compassionate and ferocious, intelligent and provocative, Cygnet is a meditation on death and life, past 
and future, aging and youth, memory and forgetting, that explores what it means to find acceptanceñof 
things past and those to come. 
 
UK publication date: Dialogue Books ð May 2019, US publication date: HarperCollins ð March 2019 

Praise for Cygnet: 
'Terribly moving. A clear-sighted, poignant rumination on loneliness, love, the melancholy of age and of 
youth - and, in its quiet way, the end of the world' ð China Mieville 

'A sad, funny, highly original novel. Not since Holden Caulfield have I been so captivated by a first-
person voice as the one Season Butler creates in Cygnetõ ð Blake Morrison 

Rights sales for Cygnet: UK (Dialogue Books), US (HarperCollins) 
 
Agent: Emma Paterson 
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In the Full Light of the Sun 
by Clare Clark 

 
In wild 1920s Berlin a charming young art dealer stumbles on thirty two 

previously unknown van Goghs which he sells for eye-watering sums. His 

success changes the lives of those who get close to him: Julius, an art expert 

who finds it easier to love paintings than people; Emmeline, a talented and 

wayward young art student; and Frank, a Jewish lawyer whose own survival 

is increasingly under threat. But who is the mysterious young man who 

entangles them, and how far will he go to keep his secrets?  

 

 Inspired by true events and unfolding through one of the most 

tempestuous decades in German history ð the infamous hyperinflation that 

almost ruined the country, the subsequent brief and brilliant flowering of Berlin as the cultural capital of 

Europe, and the rise of Hitler and the Nazis to power ð this gripping novel is about authenticity, vanity and 

self-delusion.  

 

CLARE CLARK has published five novels, which have been long-listed for the Orange Prize, translated 
into many languages and praised by the likes of Hilary Mantel and Amanda Foreman.  Her first novel, The 
Great Stink, is in development with Sarah Radcliyffe Films.  

 
UK publication date: Virago ð 28th February 2019 
 
Praise for In the Full Light of the Sun: 
ôA completely fascinating novel about the early 20th century art world and its many dubious 
machinations. Expertly researched, compellingly narrated and full of potent resonance today.õ ð William 
Boyd 
 
Praise for previous novel, We That Are Left:  
ôA lavishly detailed historical novel that doesn't just recreate the past but alters your perception of it.õ  
ð New York Times 
 
ôElegiac and elegantly writtenõ ð Sunday Times 
 
ôA wonderful, engrossing bookõ ð Violet Henderson, Vogue 
 
Rights sales for In the Full Light of the Sun: UK (Virago), US (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), Germany 
(Hoffmann & Campe) 
 
Rights sales for previous novel, We That Are Left: UK (Harvill Secker), US (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt), France (Flammarion), Germany (Hoffmann & Campe) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Ordinary People 
by Diana Evans 

 
Michael and Melissa live in the sprawl of South East London with their 
daughter and baby son, outwardly content but inwardly as fragile as the 
crooked-cornered house they were able to buy. Feeling defined solely by 
motherhood, Melissaõs need to reclaim her identity is spilling into 
resentment of her partner and a growing fear that something unnatural is 
living in their home. Her solace in her Nigerian motherõs stews and spells 
only infuriates Michael, who desperately misses the excitement and 
ambition of their lives before children but cannot see a way to rekindle 
either. 
 
Further South live their friends Damian and Stephanie with their three 

children, in the safe suburban streets of Surrey, their clean UPVC windows and clipped lawn belying the 
turmoil of their marriage. The death of his father, a Trinidadian political activist, has filled Damian with a 
need to create something important; and he is unable to reconcile his middle management job with this 
ambition. His original admiration of Stephanieõs calm competence at life, her white suburban upbringing, 
and her wholesome aspirations of a home and motherhood have faded into distaste for domesticity 
seemingly without meaning. 
  
Skewering the far-reaching complications of parenthood, rich in humour, character and psychological 
exactitude, Ordinary People is an immersive study of identity and parenthood, sex and grief, friendship and 
the fragile architecture of love: the desire to have it all, and somehow to get it right. 
 
DIANA EVANSõ first novel 26A, won the inaugural Orange Prize for fiction, received a Betty Trask award, 
was longlisted for the Guardian First Book Award and was shortlisted for the Whitbread First Novel and 
Commonwealth Best First Book awards. The Wonder was published in 2009 and is currently being adapted 
for TV.   

 
UK publication date: Chatto ð 5th April 2018 
 
Praise for Ordinary People: 
ôEvans, the author of two previous books, has earned comparisons to Dickens with her panoramas of a 

jumbled, multitudinous London, but Tolstoy remains her spirit guide in how he intertwined the public and 

the private, the momentous and the mundane. . . . Exceptionally sensitive writing.õ - New Yorker 

 

 ôA deftly observed, elegiac portrayal of modern marriage, and the private ð often painful ð quest for 
identity and fulfilment in all its various guisesõ ð Observer 
 
ôThis is a reminder of the power that only the novel has: to show you a familiar world from someone 
elseõs perspectiveõ ð Evening Standard 
 
ôOne of the (very many) things that makes Ordinary People exceptional is the even-handed sympathy and 
unflinching fidelity with which Evans charts the changing weather both of her protagonistsõ emotions and 
family life. She excels at dialogue and sheõs also a soulful, lyrical chronicler of London in all its moods and 
guisesõ ð Daily Mail 

 
ôSparkling... Rich, complex and quietly extreme... In short, it's a joy from start to finishõ ðLiterary Review 

Rights sales for Ordinary People: UK (Chatto), US (Liveright), France (Globe) 
 

Agent: Clare Alexander   
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Paris Echo 
by Sebastian Faulks 

Sᴖunday Times Bestseller ᴖ  

2006 and Hannah, a 31-year-old American post-doctoral student is 
researching the lives of women during the German Occupation of 
Paris. There she meets Tariq, a 19-year-old boy who has run away from 
his home in Morocco, and is searching for sex and adventure. 
  

Through their culture clash we are taken back into the hidden Paris of 
the Dark Years as well as the Algerian war and the simmering 
discontents of the Banlieue.  This is not the Paris of croissants and 
little bistros. This is a haunted city of injustice and bad faith, of ghettos 

and betrayal.  
  

As Hannah and Tariq fight to preserve their integrity and their sanity, they find their future shaped by the 
lives of the dead, and by the ghosts of the Paris Metroé 
 
SEBASTIAN FAULKS is an award-winning British novelist, journalist and broadcaster. He is the author 
of fourteen best-selling novels, including Birdsong, Charlotte Gray, a James Bond continuation novel Devil 
May Care, and most recently, Sunday Times bestseller Where My Heart Used to Beat.  

 
UK publication date: Hutchinson ð 6th September 2018 
 
Praise for Paris Echo: 
ô[An] exquisite book... a deeply affecting, wholly unsolemn treatment of some of the 20th century's 

darkest momentsõ ð Daily Mail 

  

ôSuperbõ ð Alex Preston, Observer 

  

ôMaster storytelling... [An] intriguing and moving story that shows how the future is shaped by the pastõð   

Woman & Home 

  

ôFaulks excels at creating well-rounded charactersõ ð Good Housekeeping 

  

ôCunningly craftedõ ð Boyd Tonkin, Financial Times 

  

ôParis Echo doesnõt disappointé Faulks is doing what he does best, marrying careful historical research 

with a good ear for dialogueõ ð Melissa Katsoulis, The Times 

  

ôAn intriguing guide to the many layers of Parisian lifeõ ð Anthony Gardner, Mail on Sunday 

  

ôThoughtful and thought-provokingõ ð Hannah Beckerman, S Magazine, Sunday Express 

 

Rights sales for Paris Echo: UK (Hutchinson), US (Holt), Greece (Klidarithmos), Italy (Neri Pozza), 

Russia (Sindbad) 

 
Rights sales for previous novel, Where My Heart Used to Beat: US (Holt), Germany (Mare Verlag), 
Italy (Neri Pozza Editore), Netherlands (Prometheus), Russia (Sindbad), Romania (Litera) 
 
Agent: Clare Alexander 
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   How to Rule the World   

by Tibor Fischer 
 
London. A city robbing and killing people since 50BC. 
 
The Vizz: an industry in crisis.  
 
Baxter Stone, a film maker and television veteran, a lifelong Londoner 
(who thinks he sees better than others) is having problems in the post-
brain, crumbling capital. Swindled by an insurance company, heõs in in 
debt; a Lamborghini is blocking his drive and MI6 is blocking his mobile 
reception.   
 
Baxter hopes to turn it round and get the documentary series that will get 

him the Big Money. But what do you do if history is your sworn enemy and the whole world conspires 
against you? Is there any way, you could, for a moment, rule the world justly? 
 
How to Rule the World follows Baxterõs battle for truth, justice and classy colour-grading as it takes him from 
the pass of Thermopylae, to the peacocking serial killers of Medieval France, and the war in Syria. A darkly 
comic trip from the Garden of Eden to Armageddon, plus reggae. 
 
TIBOR FISCHERõs first novel, Under the Frog was published in 1992. It won a Betty Trask Award and was 
shortlisted for the Booker Prize and has sold quarter of a million copies worldwide. He was selected for 
Grantaõs òBest of Young British Novelistsó in 1993. He is the author of four previous novels, The Thought 
Gang, The Collector Collector, Voyage to the End of the Room and Good to be God as well as collections of short 
stories: Donõt Read This Book If Youõre Stupid, and Possibly Forty Ships/Mexican Spiders.  His books have been 
published in twenty-five languages. 
 
UK publication date: Corsair ð 5th April 2018 
 
Praise for How to Rule the World:  
ôThe story begins with a punch in the face and continues in the same spirit for a darkly comic 240 pages: 
sending up the TV documentary business in rich, profane and often extremely amusing fashionõ ð  
Dan Jones, Standard  
  
ôTibor Fischerõs new novel is a bleakly brilliant picaresque, a wry and sly social commentary with a 

haunting subtextõ ïStylist  
 

ôDarkly comic . . . Tight, savage and satirical ï a book perfectly weighted to the times. Pick it upõ  
ð Evening Standard  
 
Rights sales for How to Rule the World: World English (Corsair), Russia (Eksmo), Turkey (April) 
 
Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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The Porpoise  

by Mark Haddon 
 

Old myths are broken, and a new voyage begins 

 
 ôI really am so very, very sorry about this,õ he says, in an oddly 
formal voiceé They strike the side of a grain silo. They are 

travelling at seventy miles per hour. 
 

A newborn baby is the sole survivor of a terrifying plane crash. 

 

She is raised in wealthy isolation by an over-protective father. She knows 

nothing of the rumours about a beautiful young woman, hidden from 

the world. 

 

When a suitor visits, he understands far more than he should. Forced to run for his life, he escapes 

aboard The Porpoise, an assassin on his tailé 

 

So begins a wild adventure of a novel, damp with salt-spray, blood and tears. A novel that leaps from the 

modern era to ancient times; a novel that soars, and sails, and burns long and bright; a novel that almost 

drowns in grief yet swims ashore; in which pirates rampage, a princess wins a wrestlerõs hand, and ghost-

women with lampreyõs teeth drag a man to hell ð and in which the members of a shattered family, adrift 

in a violent world, journey towards a place called home. 
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