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Saltwater 

by Jessica Andrews 

 

 

Lucy is lost. Growing up in the north east she wanted more. When 

others were thinking about the Nissan factory or call centres she was 

thinking about Pete Doherty, poetry and the possibilities London 

seemed to offer. University was the way out, her ticket to the promised 

land – where she’d become a shinier version of herself, where her 

nights would be gigs and parties and long exciting conversations about 

Judith Butler. But once she gets there Lucy can’t help feeling that the 

big city isn’t for her, and once again she is striving, only this time it’s 

for the right words, the right clothes, the right foods. No matter what 

she tries she’s not right. Until she is. In that last year of her degree the 

city opens up to her, she is saying the right things, doing the right things. Until her parents visit for her 

graduation and events show her that her life has always been about pretending and now she’s lost all sense 

of who she is and what she’s supposed to be doing. And so Lucy packs up her things and leaves again, this 

time for her dead Irish grandfather’s stone cottage in a remote part of Donegal. There, alone, she sets about 

piecing together her history hoping that in confronting where she came from she will know where she 

should be going. 

 

Saltwater is a novel about growing up, about class, about how where we come from shapes who we become, 

and about the aimless periods we all go through. And it’s about the north east, mothers and daughters, 

history and pre-destiny. 

 

JESSICA ANDREWS is 25 and from Sunderland. Her writing has been published in (and on and by) 

AnOther, Caught by the River, Somesuch Stories, the Contemporary ICA, Greyscale, Hysteria and Papaya 

Press. She has an MA in Creative Writing from the University of Kent, and studied English Literature at 

King’s. She is now living in London after recent stints in Donegal and Berlin. 

 

UK publication date: Sceptre - 2019 

 

Rights sales for Saltwater: US (under offer), Germany (Hoffmann & Campe), Greece (under offer), Spain 

(Seix Barral) 

 

Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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Our Summer Together 
by Fanny Blake 

 

  

At 61, Caro knows how to be a mother – advising her grown-up 

daughters on career and relationship worries. She knows how to be a 

grandmother, enjoying the hectic energy of a three-year-old girl. She 

knows how to be a daughter – helping her aging mother retain her 

independence. She thought she knew everything about being a wife, but a 

sudden divorce has proved it's still a mystery to her. So does Caro really 

know herself?   

  

When a chance meeting introduces her to younger, handsome Damir, she realises that opening up to a 

man so different from everyone else in her life, might also mean getting to know who she really is.  

  

FANNY BLAKE is an ex-publisher turned novelist. She is the books editor of Woman & Home 

Magazine and reviews fiction for the Daily Mail. Our Summer Together is her sixth novel.  

  

UK publication date: Orion – July 2017 

 

Praise for Fanny Blake:   

‘Our Summer Together is a true celebration of love and life in all its forms; full of joy, hope and tri-umph’ -

Cathy Bramley 

 

'A lovely read…like the blossom bursting into life on the cherry trees’- Jo Thomas 

 

‘Warm, wise and wonderfully addictive’- Helen Lederer 

 

‘I LOVED Our Summer Together’ - Lucy Atkins 

 

‘Fanny has made this little corner of womankind, with all its humour and trials and tribulations, her own’ 

- Penny Vincenzi 

 

'I love the way Fanny Blake proves that women just become more and more fascinating' - Adele Parks 
'Warm, funny, wise and relatable. A perfect summer read' - Veronica Henry 
 
'I love that she writes about women our age, and the painful and wise truths we know' - Marian Keyes 
 

‘A hopeful, warm, generous-hearted novel about how love transcends difference’ – Julie Cohen 

 

‘This is a lovely warm story about second chances’– Red Magazine 

 

Rights sales for The House of Dreams: UK (Orion), Germany (Insel) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Ordinary People 
by Diana Evans 

 

‘They were at a moment in their lives when the gradual descent 
into age was beginning to appear, the quickening of time, the 

mounting of the years. They were insisting on their youth. They 
were carrying it with both hands.’ 

  

Michael and Melissa live in the sprawl of South East London 

with their daughter and baby son, outwardly content but inwardly 

as fragile as the crooked-cornered house they were able to buy. 

Feeling defined solely by motherhood, Melissa’s need to reclaim 

her identity is spilling into resentment at her partner and a 

growing fear that something unnatural is living in their home. 

Her solace in her Nigerian mother’s stews and spells only infuriates Michael, who desperately 

misses the excitement and ambition of their lives before children but cannot see a way to rekindle 

either. 

 

Further South live their friends Damian and Stephanie with their three children, in the safe 

suburban streets of Surrey, their clean UPVC windows and clipped lawn belying the turmoil of 

their marriage. The death of his father, a Trinidadian political activist, has filled Damian with a 

need to create something important; and he is unable to reconcile his middle management job with 

this ambition. His original admiration of Stephanie’s calm competence at life, her white suburban 

upbringing, and her wholesome aspirations of a home and motherhood have faded into distaste for 

domesticity seemingly without meaning. 

  

Skewering the far-reaching complications of parenthood, rich in humour, character and 

psychological exactitude, Ordinary People is an immersive study of identity and parenthood, sex and 

grief, friendship and black-British life, and the fragile architecture of love: the desire to have it all, 

and somehow to get it right. 

 

DIANA EVANS’ first novel 26A, won the inaugural Orange Prize for new writing, was longlisted 

for the Guardian First Book Award and was shortlisted for the Whitbread First Novel and 

Commonwealth Best First Book awards. It was the Decibel Writer of the Year winner at the 2006 

British Book Awards. The Wonder was published in 2009 and is currently being adapted for TV.   

 

UK publication date: Chatto – March 2018 

 

Praise for Diana Evans: 

‘Diana Evans is one of the most thrilling storytellers at work today…These narrative gifts are on 

display in her extraordinary new novel, Ordinary People. One for the reading list’ – Huffington Post 

 

'Diana Evans is chosen as one of the most influential figures in black Britain' – Independent on Sunday  

 

'Evans has her own distinctive voice: highly coloured, linguistically inventive’ – Daily Telegraph 

 

Rights sales for Ordinary People: US (Norton) 

Rights sales for The Wonder: UK (Chatto), Canada (Doubleday), Denmark (Aronsen), France 

(Laffont), Germany (Luchterhand)  

 

Agent: Clare Alexander   
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 Ghosts of the Paris Metro 
(provisional title) 

by Sebastian Faulks 
 

A new novel from the award-winning, Sunday Times 
bestseller 

 
 

2006 and Hannah, a 31-year-old American post-doctoral 

researcher is researching the lives of women during the 

German Occupation of Paris. There she meets Tariq, a 19-year-

old boy who has run away from his home in Morocco, and is 

searching for sex and adventure. 

  

Through their culture clash we are taken back into the hidden Paris of the Dark Years as well as 

the Algerian war and the simmering discontents of the Banlieue.  This is not the Paris of croissants 

and little bistros. This is a haunted city of injustice and bad faith, of ghettos and betrayal.  

  

Does knowing history and being culturally well informed help us to live a better, richer and more 

useful life? Or is it just as good to rely on the Internet for data and to live only in the moment? 

As Hannah and Tariq fight to preserve their integrity and their sanity, they find their future shaped 

by the lives of the dead, and by the ghosts of the Paris Metro… 

 

SEBASTIAN FAULKS is an award-winning British novelist, journalist and broadcaster. He is the 

author of fourteen best-selling novels, including Birdsong, Charlotte Gray, a James Bond continuation 

novel Devil May Care, and most recently, Sunday Times bestseller Where My Heart Used to Beat.  

 

UK publication date: Hutchinson – 2018 

 

Praise for Where My Heart Used to Beat: 
‘A masterpiece…a terrific novel, humming with ideas, knowing asides, shafts of sunlight, shouts of 

laughter and moments of almost unbearable tragedy’ – Sunday Telegraph  

 

‘Combining as it does the cultural narrative of a complex century forsaken by God and certainty, a 

serious investigation into the vulnerability of the human mind and an old-fashioned – in the best 

sense – story of love and war, this is an ambitious, demanding and profoundly melancholy book’ – 

Guardian 

 
‘Compelling… profoundly moving’ – Independent on Sunday 
 
‘Faulks just gets better and better with every book’ – Daily Mail 
 
Rights sales for Where My Heart Used to Beat: US (Holt), Germany (Mare Verlag), Italy (Neri 

Pozza Editore), Netherlands (Prometheus), Russia (Sindbad) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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   How to Rule the World   

by Tibor Fischer 
 

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 1992 BOOKER PRIZE  

 

London. A city robbing and killing people since 50BC. 

 

The Vizz: an industry in crisis.  

 

Baxter Stone, a film maker and television veteran, a lifelong Londoner 

(who thinks he sees better than others) is having problems in the 

postbrain, crumbling capital. Swindled by an insurance company, he’s in 

in debt; a Lamborghini is blocking  his drive and MI6 is blocking his 

mobile reception.   

 

Baxter hopes to turn it round and get the documentary series that will get him the Big Money. But what do 

you do if history is your sworn enemy and the whole world conspires against you? Is there any way, you 

could, for a moment, rule the world justly? 

 

How to Rule The World follows Baxter’s battle for truth, justice and classy colour-grading as it takes him from 

the pass of Thermopylae, to the peacocking serial killers of Medieval France, and the war in Syria. A darkly 

comic trip from the Garden of Eden to Armageddon, plus reggae. 

 

TIBOR FISCHER’s first novel, Under the Frog was published in 1992. It won a Betty Trask Award and was 

shortlisted for the Booker Prize and has sold quarter of a million copies worldwide. He was selected for 

Granta’s “Best of Young British Novelists” in 1993. He is the author of four previous novels, The Thought 

Gang, The Collector Collector, Voyage to the End of the Room and Good to be God as well as collections of short 

stories: Don’t Read This Book If You’re Stupid, and Possibly Forty Ships/Mexican Spiders.  His books have been 

published in twenty-five languages. 

 

 UK publication date: Corsair – April 2018 
 

Praise for Tibor Fischer: 

‘A delicate, seriocomic treasure’ – Salman Rushdie on Under the Frog 
 

‘Ferociously funny, bitterly sad, and perfectly paced’ – A.S. Byatt on Under the Frog 
  
 ‘Fischer is one of the funniest writers in the business, and his appealing satirical delivery, along with the 
 wealth of zealously polished gags studded through the narrative, ensure a hum of low-level smiling satisfaction 
 throughout’ – Telegraph on Good to be God 

 
‘An audacious act of creativity....Of all the young novelists working today, Tibor Fischer may be the most 

adept at taking chances in his work’ –The Nation on Under the Frog 
 
 Rights sales for How to Rule the World: World English (Corsair), Russia (Eksmo) 
 
 Rights sales for Good to be God: UK (Alma), Hungary (Helikon), Russia (Eksmo), Serbia (Adresa), Spain 
 (Tusquets), Turkey (April) 

 

Agent: Lesley Thorne 
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Felix Culpa 
 by Jeremy Gavron 

 

‘One of our most innovative, quietly inventive and exciting 
novelists’  – Ali Smith 

 

 

Whose stories deserve to be told? 

And whose words should do the telling? 

 

 

 

 

 

A crime. A lost boy. A story rediscovered in unexpected places. In Felix Culpa, Jeremy Gavron has 

conjured up a work of extraordinary literary alchemy: a detective novel made out of phrases and 

sentences from a hundred other books. It follows a writer on the trail of a dead boy recently 

released from prison. But in searching for the boy's story, will he lose his own? 

 

Magical and moving in equal measure, Felix Culpa is a living demonstration of how storytelling 

works, by sound and by rhythm, by elision and by omission, as well as by reference and by allusion. 

It asks what happens when we lose the narrative of our own life, and fall into someone else's. 

  

Felix Culpa is a novel unlike any you have read before. Challenging the reader's preconceptions, it 

makes out of the author's borrowings something wholly itself, seamless, singular and dazzlingly 

resonant. 

 

JEREMY GAVRON is the author of The Book of Israel, winner of the Encore Award, An Acre of 

Barren Ground and A Woman on the Edge of Time. A former foreign correspondent in Africa and Asia, 

he lives in London, and teaches in the MFA program at Warren Wilson College in North Carolina. 

 

UK publication date: Scribe – February 2018 

 

Praise for Jeremy Gavron: 

‘A Woman on the Edge of Time possesses all the signature verve, imagination and elegance of 

Gavron's writing … a memoir of devastating, heartbreaking power: I had to put my life on hold to 

finish it’ – Maggie O'Farrell 

 

'Mesmerising … Meticulous, even-handed and quietly revelatory' – Rachel Cooke, Observer on A 

Woman on the Edge of Time 

 

‘A classic of the genre' – Independent on A Woman on the Edge of Time 

 

Rights sales for A Woman on the Edge of Time: UK (Scribe), US (The Experiment LLC), 

France (Sonatine) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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Everything Under 

by Daisy Johnson 
 

Gretel is looking for her mother. It’s been a decade since she saw her and 

the memories are indistinct, unclear. But the more she looks, the more 

comes back. She remembers living alone on the river with her mood-

swung mother; remembers the winter a strange, lonely boy came to stay 

with them. Remembers also that there was something in the water, 

swimming upstream towards them, getting closer by the hour. In the end 

there will be nothing to do but go back to that place. The thing – of 

course – about remembering is that sometimes you realise it was better to 

forget.  

 

UK publication date: Jonathan Cape – June 2018 

 

Rights sales for Everything Under: US (Graywolf), France (Stock) 

 

Fen 

 
Winner of The Edge Hill Short Story Prize 2017 

 
The Fen is a liminal land. Real people live their lives here. They wrestle with sex 
and desire, with everyday routine. But the wild is always close at hand, ready to 
erupt. This is a place where animals and people commingle and fuse, where 
curious metamorphoses take place, where myth and dark magic still linger. So here 
a teenager may starve herself into the shape of an eel. A house might fall in love 
with a girl. A woman might give birth to a, well, what? 

DAISY JOHNSON was born in 1990 and currently lives in Oxford. Her short fiction has appeared 
in The Boston Review and The Warwick Review, among others. In 2014, she was the recipient of the A. 
M. Heath prize. Her first book, Fen (Jonathan Cape, 2016) won the 2017 Edge Hill Short Story Prize. 

Praise for Fen: 

 
A Foyles Fiction Book of the Year 2016 
Longlisted for The Sunday Times EFG Short Story Award 2017 
 

‘A heady broth of folklore, female sexuality and fenland’ – Guardian 

 

‘Poetic, risky… slippery and sensual’ – Sunday Times 

 

‘Within these magical, ingenious stories lies all of the angst, horror and beauty of adolescence. A brilliant 

achievement’ – Evie Wyld 

 

‘There is big, dangerous vitality herein… marks the emergence of a great, stomping, wall-knocking talent’ 

– Kevin Barry 

 
Rights sales for Fen: US (Graywolf), UK (Jonathan Cape) 
 
Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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 The Lucky Ones 

by Julianne Pachico 
 

Set in lush, heady Colombia – and also in a jungle-like New York City – 

The Lucky Ones brings together the fates of guerrilla soldiers, rich kids,  

rabbits, hostages, bourgeois expats, and drug dealers.  

 As different characters spin in and out of focus, Pachico builds a world  

uniquely her own; the result is a haunting exploration of how lives 

are fatefully entwined, despite deep cultural divides.  At once terse 

and tender, with a manic, crazed energy, these stories will scalpel 

their way into your memory.  

A brilliant novel told in fragments, about the fates and inner lives of victims, perpetrators and 

bystanders amid the corruption and danger of Columbia during the Troubles that slowly comes 

together like a jigsaw – but like life, there are some pieces that will forever go missing.    

JULIANNE PACHICO grew up in Colombia and now lives in Norwich, where she is completing 

her PhD in Creative and Critical Writing at UEA. Her stories have appeared in the New Yorker.  

  

UK publication date: Faber – February 2017  

 

Praise for The Lucky Ones:  

‘Each story in this dazzling collection is filled with snarling prose and bravura narrative moves: astonishing 

jump-cuts, thrilling imaginative flights, sudden stabs of surrealism’ – The Sunday Times 

‘Unsettling and pulsing with life; a brilliantly surreal portrait of life amid destabilizing violence’ 
– Kirkus (Starred Review) 
 

‘Julianne Pachico’s remarkably inventive debut navigates what it means to grow up wealthy amid the reality 

of conflict in Colombia’ –Atlantic 

 
‘Astounding . . . just breathtaking: bizarre, beautiful, and brutal. And funny! Funny in a dark and lovely way. 

And completely compelling. I could not put it down’ – the Pool 

‘An enjoyable and freaky joy ride’ – New York Times Book review 

Rights sales for The Lucky Ones: US (Spiegel & Grau), France (Feux Croises), Italy (Edizioni 

Sur), Netherlands (Atlas Contact) 

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Pale Horse Riding 
by Chris Petit 

 
By 1943 Auschwitz is the biggest black market in Europe. The garrison 

has grown epically corrupt on the back of the transportations and goods 

confiscated, and this is considered even more of a secret than the one 

surrounding the mass extermination. 

 

Everything is done to resist penetration until August Schlegel and SS 

officer Morgen, after solving the case of the butchers of Berlin, are sent 

in disguised as post office officials to investigate an instance of stolen 

gold being sent through the mail. Their chances of getting out of 

Auschwitz alive are almost nil, unless Schlegel and Morgen accept that 

the nature of the beast they are fighting means they too must become as corrupt as the corruption they 

are desperate to expose. 

 

Even if they survive, will it be at the cost of losing their souls?      

 

CHRIS PETIT is the author of the acclaimed political thrillers The Psalm Killer, The Human Pool and The 

Passenger, as well as The Butchers of Berlin which also features the characters Schlegel and Morgen. He is an 

internationally renowned filmmaker. 

 

UK publication date: Simon & Schuster – November 2017  

 

Praise for The Butchers of Berlin:  
‘An appalling, beautifully-lit abyss’ – Alan Moore  
 
‘Powerful evocation of a city living in terror' – Sunday Times Crime Club 
 
'Hugely impressive and highly readable; in the tradition of Thomas Harris's The Silence of the Lambs' –
Financial Times 
 
'Ambitious and intelligent' – The Times 
 
Rights sales for The Butchers of Berlin: UK (Simon & Schuster) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Astroturf 

by Matthew Sperling 
 

Ned’s friends are succeeding. As they move seamlessly into 

their thirties, morphing into property-owning adults via 

inherited money, and high-earning jobs by dint of parental 

connections, Ned is seemingly no more successful at life than 

he was ten years previously.  

 

Failing at work, at sex and in the gym, Ned decides to take the 

advice of Darus, his musclebound personal trainer, and buys a 

course of illegal steroids. In his rented bedsit, he researches the 

drug carefully and painstakingly documents his process from 

drug virgin to ‘roid user’ on Roidsweb, a popular internet forum. 

And he is delighted to discover that, for the first time in his life, he can see results. 

 

With a new physique comes a clearer mind, a sharper wit, a more urgent sex drive: everyone can see 

a difference in Ned, even if they can’t quite put their finger on what has changed. With this alien 

energy flooding through him, Ned suddenly sees a way to set himself up for life – to be able to have 

the things that his friends have been bought, and all by only bending a few more rules.  

 

Refreshingly un-didactic, Astroturf is about identity, online and in life, about deeply flawed 

masculinity, and how great things can happen when you start to do bad things. 

 

MATTHEW SPERLING is a lecturer in English Literature at UCL. His fiction and poetry has been 

published, among others, in the New Statesman, 3:AM, and Best British Short Stories 2015. Astroturf is 

his first novel. 

 

UK publication date: Riverrun – August 2018 

 

Agent: Lisa Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bookbrunch.co.uk/page/article-detail/riverrun-signs-novella
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Black Teeth and a Brilliant 

Smile 

by Adelle Stripe 
 

 

A novel inspired by the life and work of Bradford 

playwright Andrea Dunbar. 

 

Shortlisted for the Gordon Burn Prize 2017 

 

‘You write what's said, you don't lie. Or say it didn't 
happen when it did all the time...’ 
 

 

Best known for her classic black comedy Rita, Sue and Bob Too!, Dunbar wrote three plays before 

dying at a tragically young age. This new literary portrayal features a cast of real and imagined 

characters set against the backdrop of the infamous Buttershaw estate during the Thatcher era. 

 

A bittersweet tale of the north / south divide, it reveals how a shy teenage girl defied the 

circumstances into which she was born and went on to become one of her generation's greatest 

dramatists. Black Teeth and a Brilliant Smile is a poignant piece of kitchen sink noir that tells Dunbar's 

compelling story in print for the very first time. 

 

ADELLE STRIPE grew up in North Yorkshire. Her debut Black Teeth and a Brilliant Smile received 

the K Blundell Trust Award for Fiction and is shortlisted for the 2017 Gordon Burn Prize. Adelle’s 

writing has featured in publications including the Guardian, Caught by the River and The Quietus.  

 

UK paperback publication date: Fleet Books (Little, Brown) – November 2017 

 

Praise for Black Teeth and a Brilliant Smile: 

‘...dialogue, which snaps and prickles and brings a talented, troubled woman to life. [Stripe] gives an 

important story a real spark: Dunbar’s energy and mischief bubble in the bleakness’ – Guardian 

 

‘This outstanding debut novel is told so naturally that it feels that we are there alongside her. A 

great achievement’ – Jenni Fagan 

 

‘Stitched together from letters and scripts, newspaper cutting and fractured memory, it is an 

undeniably harsh, yet fair portrait of one of the UK s most original voices’ – Yorkshire Post 

 

‘Brave new writing, touched with tenderness and raw emotional depth’ – Observer 

 

‘A genuine breath of fresh air’ – Quietus 

 

Agent: Matthew Hamilton 
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The Great Level 

by Stella Tillyard 
 

‘I am an engineer and a measured man of the world. I prefer to 
weigh everything in the balance, to calculate and to plan. Yet my 

own heart is going faster than I can now count.’ 

 

1649 and Jan Brunt, a Dutch engineer, arrives in Britain commissioned 

to work on draining the Great Level, a mysterious area of marsh and 

water north east of London. His new home is a troubled place; the 

English king recently beheaded, the population and landscape ravaged 

by civil war. In addition the people native to the Levels, the pagan 

‘lowlanders’ who live in harmony with the marshes are wary and 

suspicious of the engineers. Prisoners from the wars in Ireland are 

brought in as indentured labour for Jan’s project, and their fury and discomfort increases as the project 

moves forward.  Yet despite his hostile surroundings Jan is enamoured of the shifting water-scapes and the 

never-ending sky above it. And then he meets Eliza, a local woman seemingly sprung from the very ground 

he is intent on reclaiming, and cannot help but describe and teach his passion for engineering to this wild 

and intense first love. 

 

Years later and an ocean away, Jan is settled alone in Nieuw Amsterdam in the New World. In the American 

South the same spirit of avarice is raging, and slaves and indentured labourers are set to work on the land. 

One spring morning a boy delivers a note that prompts Jan to remember the Great Level, bringing the 

ghost of the woman he loved – and lost – back into his life.  

 

The Great Level is an unconventional and elemental love story. It is a mediation on mankind's relation to the 

environment and the past, on those who remember and those who decide to forget, and on man’s 

determination to leave our mark on the landscape, whatever the human cost.  

 

STELLA TILLYARD’s books include Aristocrats: Caroline, Emily, Louisa and Sarah Lennox,1740-1832; Citizen 

Lord: Edward Fitzgerald, 1763-1798, A Royal Affair: George III and his Troublesome Siblings, and, most recently 

the novel, Tides of War, which was longlisted for the Orange Prize for Fiction 2012.  

 

UK publication date: Chatto – April 2018 

 

Praise for Tides of War:  
‘Dazzling – I love this book. It's beautifully written, the characters are deeply involving, and the 

historical setting so right – in short, Tides of War is a triumph’ – Simon Schama 

 

‘A page-turner. A welcome and entertaining contribution to the genre. The great appeal of her 

book is that history here is like quicksilver, assuming new shapes that are never quite the ones you 

imagined’ – New York Times  

 

‘Tillyard is ambitious and precise in her knowledge of historical detail .She sees those tendrils of the 

war that have reached into our time’ – Washington Post 

 

‘Hugely enjoyable. Intelligent, classy, entertaining’ – The Times 

 

Rights sales for Tides of War : UK (Chatto), US (Holt) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Muscle 

by Alan Trotter 

 

 
Box is sitting smoking a cigarette when a man called only ______ 

arrives in his city – thrown from a moving car and landing at his 

feet.  They start to work together, though the work doesn’t tend to 

the subtle: they break hands, they extract promises and reparations, 

they ease the flow of regret. 
  

But when detective Mike Swagger comes on the scene, Box and _______ 

get swept into a play that isn’t theirs. Box can see where things are heading. The question is can he do 

anything about it? Or is he just dumb muscle? 

 

Muscle is a clever, subversive novel fitted inside something genre shaped. It is a fast, dark and comic 

tribute to noir, reminiscent of the writing of Anthony Burgess, Kurt Vonnegut, Kevin Barry and 

Patrick de Witt. 

 

ALAN TROTTER lives in Edinburgh and works in publishing. His short fiction has appeared 

in Somesuch Stories, Under the Influence, McSweeney's Internet Tendency and elsewhere. In 2016 he 

collaborated with Editions at Play on the experimental digital story All This Rotting ('Mesmerising' 

- Big Issue, 'Nauseating' - Irish Times). He has a PhD in English Literature from the University of 

Glasgow – his dissertation concerned writers making unusual use of the form of the book. Muscle, 

his first novel, won the inaugural Sceptre Prize for a novel-in-progress.  

 

UK publication date: Granta – 2019 

 

Agent: Chris Wellbelove  

https://editionsatplay.withgoogle.com/#/detail/zqXNCwAAQBAJ
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   The Madonna of the Mountains 

by Elise Valmorbida 

  
1923: Maria Vittoria is embroidering a sheet for her dowry trunk.  

Her father has gone to find her a husband. He’s taken his mule, a 

photograph and a pack of food: home-made sopressa sausage, cold 

polenta, a little flask of wine – no need to take water – the world is 

full of water. There are no eligible men in this valley or the next 

one, and Maria's father will not let her marry just anyone. Now, 

despite her years, she is still a good prospect. Her betrothed will be 

looking for a woman who can do the work.  

Maria can do the work. Everyone in the contrà says that. 

And the Lord knows Maria will need to be able to work. Fascism 

blooms as crops ripen, the state craves babies just as the babies cry 

for food. Maria faces a stony path, but one she will surely climb to the summit. 

 

In this sumptuous and elegant novel you will taste the bigoli co l’arna, touch the mulberry leaves cut 

finer than organdy, and feel the strain of one woman attempting to keep her family safe in the most 

dangerous of times. 

 

Set in the Veneto in northern Italy and spanning nearly three decades following the First World War, 

The Madonna of the Mountains is a fierce, sharply observed and richly detailed account of a woman’s 

fight to keep her family alive and thriving – at whatever cost.  

  

ELISE VALMORBIDA grew up ‘Italian in Australia’. She lives in London and teaches creative 

writing.  

  

UK publication date: Faber – April 2018  

  

Rights sales for The Madonna of the Mountains: US (Spiegel & Grau), Czech Republic 

(Domino), France (Preludes), Germany (Diana Verlag), Poland (Proszynski), Russia (Hemiro)  

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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A Question of Trust 

by Penny Vincenzi 
 

‘There are few things better in life than ... the latest novel by Penny 

Vincenzi' – Daily Express 

 

1950s London. Tom Knelston is charismatic, working class and driven 
by ambition, ideals and passion. He is a man to watch. His wife Alice 
shares his vision. It seems they are the perfect match. 

Then out of the blue, Tom meets beautiful and unhappily married Diana 
Southcott, a fashion model. An exciting but dangerous affair is inevitable 
and potentially damaging to their careers. And when a child becomes ill, 
Tom is forced to make decisions about his principles, his reputation, his 

marriage, and most of all, his love for his child. 
 
A Question Of Trust is vintage Vincenzi: rich with characters, life-changing decisions, love, desire and 
conflict. 

PENNY VINCENZI is one of the UK’s best-loved and most popular authors. Since her first novel, Old 
Sins, was published in 1989, she has written fifteen bestselling novels, including The Decision and the 
number one bestsellers The Best of Times and An Absolute Scandal. She worked as a journalist at the Mirror 
and later became a journalist, writing for The Times, the Daily Mail and Cosmopolitan, before turning to 
fiction. Several years later, over seven million copies of Penny’s books have been sold worldwide and she 
is universally held to be the ‘doyenne of the modern blockbuster’ (Glamour). She divides her time between 
London and South Wales. 

 
UK publication date: Headline – October 2017 
 
Praise for Penny Vincenzi:  
‘Vincenzi is poised to fill the gap in the American realm of Cinderella fiction’ – New York Times 
 

‘Nobody writes smart, page-turning commercial women's fiction like Vincenzi’ – USA Today 

 

‘For glorious escapism no-one beats Penny Vincenzi and this… is a sparkling delight’ – Sunday Mirror  

 

‘Dear Penny, couldn’t you simply make the next one a bit longer?… Then your loyal fans can live in 

a perpetual Vincenzi novel with none of the overwhelming melancholy when we reach The End’ –  

Daily Express  

 
Rights sales for A Question of Trust:  Sweden (under offer) 

 

Rights sales for A Perfect Heritage: US (Overlook Press), Bulgaria (Ciela Norma), Czech Republic 

(Beta), Estonia (Varrak), Germany (Goldmann), Greece (Harlenic), Hungary (Alexandra 

Koneyveschaz),  Poland (Swiat Ksiazki), Portugal (Porto), Sweden (Bonniers) 

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Don’t Skip Out on Me 
by Willy Vlautin 

 

 

   

Horace Hopper is a gentle soul living on The Little Reese Ranch, several 

miles from civilisation.  As a teenager, he was taken in by Mr and Mrs 

Reese, now in their 70’s, and his health now in decline, Mr Reese wants 

Horace to take over the ranch.  But Horace yearns to become a 

professional boxer, and knows that he must leave to pursue his dream.  

  

We follow Horace on a vivid journey from the serene mountains of Nevada, 

to the sweat-soaked brutality of the Mexican boxing circuit. Horace’s 

naivety throws him into danger – attracting chancers and con-men only too eager to exploit his hopes and 

dreams. Somehow, along the way, Horace must learn to navigate his battles with strength and bravery – 

and not just in the boxing ring.    

  

Written in clean, spare prose yet filled with humanity and warmth, Don’t Skip Out on Me is an exploration of 

identity, loneliness and love, against the backdrop of an America unfamiliar to many.  

  

WILLY VLAUTIN is an American author and the lead singer and songwriter of Richmond Fontaine. 

Born and raised in Reno, Nevada, he has written four novels: The Motel Life, Northline, Lean on Pete and The 

Free. Lean on Pete has been adapted for film, written and directed by Andrew Haigh (Weekend, 45 Years) 

and will be released in early 2018. The actor playing Charley, won Best Young Actor at the Venice Film 

Festival where it was playing in the main completion.  

  

UK publication date: Faber – February 2018  

 

Praise for The Free:  

‘The beauty of The Free lies in Vlautin's unflinching, unsentimental writing; the characters here are 

wonderfully realised’ – The Times  

  

‘Beautiful and haunting ... whatever Vlautin breaks down in you, he builds back up. Walking away from The 

Free, I felt a renewed sense of humanity and hope ... In my estimation, no writer is doing more important 

work’ – Los Angeles Review of Books  

  

‘Vlautin's unadorned narrative is affecting; these unassuming characters bore into us in surprising ways’ – 

New York Times  

  

Rights sales for Don’t Skip Out on Me:  US (Harper Perennial), France (Albin Michel), Germany (Berlin 

Verlag), Netherlands (J.M. Meulenhoff), Sweden (Bakhall)  
  

Rights sales for The Free: US (Harper Perennial), France (Albin Michel), Germany (Bloomsbury Berlin 

Verlag), Netherlands (J.M. Meulenhoff), Sweden (Bakhall) 

  

Agent: Lesley Thorne  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reno
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reno
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reno
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reno
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Motel_Life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Motel_Life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Motel_Life
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A Talent for Murder & 

A Different Kind of Evil 
by Andrew Wilson 

 

A series in which Agatha Christie turns detective. 

 
“I wouldn’t scream if I were you. Unless you want the whole world to 

learn about your husband and his mistress.” 

  

 Agatha Christie, in London to visit her literary agent, is boarding a train, 

preoccupied and flustered in the knowledge that her husband Archie is 

having an affair.  She feels a light touch on her back, causing her to lose 

her balance, then a sense of someone pulling her to safety from the rush of the incoming train.   So 

begins a terrifying sequence of events.  Her rescuer is no guardian angel, rather he is a blackmailer of the 

most insidious, manipulative kind.  ‘You, Mrs Christie, are going to commit a murder.  But, before then, you are going 

to disappear.’     

  

But writing about murder is a far cry from committing a crime, and Agatha must use every ounce of her 

cleverness and resourcefulness to thwart an adversary determined to exploit her genius for murder to kill 

on his behalf. In A Talent for Murder, Andrew Wilson ingeniously takes the facts of Agatha Christie’s 

disappearance in the winter of 1926 and weaves them together with a real unsolved crime of the time to 

create an utterly compelling story.  

  

ANDREW WILSON is a journalist and the highly-acclaimed author of biographies of Patricia Highsmith, 

Sylvia Plath and Alexander McQueen, and a novel, The Lying Tongue.     

  

UK publication date A Talent for Murder: Simon & Schuster – May 2017  

UK publication date for A Different Kind of Evil: Simon & Schuster – May 2018 

 

Praise for A Talent for Murder:    
‘Wilson not only knows his subject but he deftly moves the tale away from mere literary ventriloquism and 

into darker territory. Great fun, too’ – Observer 

 

‘The queen of crime is the central character in this audacious mystery, which reinvents the story of her 

mysterious disappearance with thrilling results’ – Guardian 

 

‘This is a thoroughly clever entertainment and a fitting homage to the great author, but it has a chilling 

melancholy all its own’ – The Tablet 

 

Rights sales for A Talent for Murder & A Different Kind of Evil: US (Atria), Czech Republic 

(Euromedia), Denmark (Gads Forlag), Germany (Piper), Portugal (ASA), Russia (Azbooka-Atticus) 

Slovakia (Ikar), Turkey (Altin Kitaplar) 

  

Film rights: Origin  

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Jane Turnbull Agency           The Territory Trilogy: 

The Territory, 

The Territory, Escape 

and 

The Territory, Truth 
by Sarah Govett 

 

                                 (Age 11+) 
 

Winner of the Gateshead YA Book Prize 

Best YA Books Of 2015 – Telegraph 

Ecological and financial disaster has hit the world – Britain is an island where unflooded land is scarce 

and the habitable cities are few. Society is strictly policed: all pets have been exterminated to save food, 

endless news bulletins warn of the need to preserve the new status quo and all children must now pass an 

exam at 15 to stay in The Territory or be exiled to the disease-ridden Wetlands.   

Noa is a ‘norm’ – unmodified by the new genetic enhancements, she needs to work hard to pass her 

exams and stay with her family. But how can Noa compete when the system is skewed to favour rich kids 

who can now upload information through a Node in the back of their neck? What other information are 

they being fed? And how can Noa focus when her heart is being pulled in two directions at once?   

The Territory is a gripping dystopian thriller in an all-too believable near future. The final volume in the 

trilogy The Territoryy, Truth will be published by Firefly in March 2018' 

UK publication dateThe Territory, Truth: Firefly – March 2018 

 

Praise for The Territory:  

‘Truly heart wrenching! Govett raises issues about our education system, the environment and questions 

the decisions governments across the world are making. I’d go as far as to call this the 1984 of our time’  

– Guardian   

 

‘Gripping dystopia, with a keen political edge’ – Metro   

 

‘A thrilling and thought-provoking novel... with a lot to say about our education system’ – The Times   

 

 ‘Brilliantly plotted, utterly gripping and a devastating critique of a results-obsessed education system. This 

is a book you won’t be able to put down’ – Gemma Malley, author of The Declaration and The Killables.  

 

Agent: Jane Turnbull 

http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-declaration/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-killables/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-killables/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-killables/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-killables/
http://www.gemmamalley.com/books/the-killables/


25  
  
 

Charlie and Me: 
421 Miles From Home 

by Mark Lowery 

 

(Age: Middle-grade) 
 

‘Charlie isn’t like ordinary kids. He’s one in a million. In fact, he’s one in 
a Charlillion. A Charlillion, by the way, is a number he invented which is 
one more than infinity. I tried to explain to him that you can’t have one 
more than infinity. Infinity means it goes on forever. Charlie called me a 

banana-brain. He can be very childish when he wants to be.’ 

 

Martin’s younger brother, Charlie, was a miracle baby; born prematurely 

he survived against the odds so Martin’s always had to be there to look out for him. And Charlie needs 

looking out for. Their mum calls him a “free spirit” but Martin thinks “loony” is more apt.  

 

The two brothers set out on an expedition to Cornwall, the place where they spent an idyllic family holiday 

fourteen months ago. This time they’re going without their parents’ permission and travelling 421 miles 

from home without adult supervision isn’t easy. Martin and Charlie must stay out of trouble if they want to 

get there without being found out. But Charlie has a habit of getting Martin into trouble. As Martin’s real 

reasons for wanting to travel back to the time and place when his family were last happy are revealed in a 

heart-breaking twist, he realises that he can’t always be there to look after Charlie, and sometimes he needs 

looking after, too. 

 

Emotional, poignant and funny, Charlie and Me is a unique story of brotherly love, loss and family.  

 
UK publication date: Bonniers – February 2018 
 

Praise for Mark Lowery:  

 
Winner of the Calderdale Book of the Year 2012, Winner of the Leeds Book of the Year 2013, 
shortlisted for the Roald Dahl Funny Prize 2013 and 2014. 
 
‘This is a special one’ - Morris Gleitzman on Charlie and Me 
 

‘Laugh-out-loud funny’ – Booktrust on Socks Are Not Enough 
 

‘A rival to Adrian Mole’ – Guardian on Pants are Everything 

 

Rights sales for Charlie and Me: France (Pocket Jeunesse), Germany (Rowohlt), Italy (de Agostini), 
Netherlands (Van Goor), Romania (Pandora Publishing), Spain (Planeta), Turkey (Yabanci) 
 
Agent: Gillie Russell  
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Jane Turnbull Agency 

Dog 

by Andy Mulligan 
 

(Age: 10+) 
 

  

Spider is a snaggle-toothed puppy, recently adopted by Tom and 

his father. Spider knows he's had a lucky break – he's the runt of 

the litter and, as his blunt friend Thread (an actual spider) tells him, 

he'd better behave or it'll be the end of his stay. But instinct is a 

strong master, and despite Spider's best efforts he can't help being 

puppyish, and is punished by a furious Dad by being locked in the 

shed. Driven by fear and claustrophobia, and egged on by 

Moonlight, a self-obsessed cat declaring undying love, Spider escapes but is soon horribly lost. Too 

late he realises that his place is with Tom, and that he really should have stayed with his young master, 

if only to defend him from the school bullies.   

  

Helped and hindered along the way by a variety of animals, large and small, tame and wild, Spider 

embarks on the long journey home. Beset on all sides by dangers, he learns that no creature is capable 

of wholly subduing their instinct, and perhaps that staying true to your self is the best form of survival 

after all.   

  

ANDY MULLIGAN was born and brought up in London. He has taught English and drama all 

over the world, and now lives in England.  He is the author of five award-winning novels, and his 

bestselling work Trash, which sold in 31 languages, is now a major motion picture.  

  

UK publication date: Pushkin Press – October 2017  

 

Praise for Andy Mulligan:  

  

Winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize 2011, shortlisted for the Roald Dahl Funny  

Prize 2009 and shortlisted for the Carnegie medal 2012  

  

‘Outstanding ...exceptionally satisfying’ – The Times on Trash  

  

‘Simply brilliant…thrilling, funny, wholly original adventure. Mulligan is a radical, readable, risk-

taking writer with a message we need to hear’ – New Statesman on Liquidator  

  

Rights sales for Dog: Germany (Rowohlt), Greece (Psichogios Publications), Romania (under 

offer) 

  

Rights sales for Liquidator: UK (David Fickling Books), Germany (Rowohlt), Italy (Rizzoli), 

Netherlands (J.H. Gottmer), Portugal (Presenca) 

 

Agent: Jane Turnbull  
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Selfish Monsters: 
Cancer, Evolution and the New Science of Life’s Oldest 

Betrayal 

by Kat Arney 

 
Why do some people get cancer when others don’t? Why is cancer 

common in the breast or bowel but virtually unheard of in the 

heart? Why is it that humans, dogs and mice get cancer when 

naked mole rats, sharks and elephants apparently don’t? And if 

cancer is born of evolutionary processes then could it even be the 

result of our own cells taking an evolutionary leap?  
 

In Selfish Monsters, geneticist Kat Arney takes us back to the very beginning. Starting 4 billion years 

ago, when one cell first split into two, we discover that the evolution of life is inextricably linked to 

the evolution of cancer: we learn how it killed our hominid ancestors, the mammals they evolved 

from and even the dinosaurs before them, and we learn how the same process that is played out 

when sperm and egg meet to make a baby is distorted as a tumour grows.  

 

For while cell division is highly regulated, even the cleverest operating systems go wrong from time 

to time. And when our cells throw off their molecular shackles they go haywire – dividing at will and 

seeking to conquer all around them, driven by rogue versions of our own genes. Yet it is in this 

understanding that hope is found. Because we are now able to break open this cellular rebellion, to 

understand what drives cancer, and the quirks and behaviours that make it so difficult to stop. From 

Charles Darwin’s great Tree of Life to today’s high-tech DNA sequencing machines, the cure for 

cancer lies in ourselves and in our cells. 

 

We get cancer because we can’t not get it. And it gets us in the end because it evolves in the same 

way that all species do. Cancer is a bug in the system of life itself. 

  

KAT ARNEY a prominent science journalist and broadcaster. She holds a first class degree in natural 

sciences and a PhD in developmental genetics from Cambridge University, and undertook 

postdoctoral research in Cambridge and London. Until 2016 she worked in the science 

communications team at Cancer Research UK. 

 

UK publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – 2019/2020 

 

Rights sales for Selfish Monsters: Russia (Alpina) 

 

Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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Beyond Weird:  
Why Everything You Thought You Knew  About 

Quantum Physics is Different  

by Philip Ball 
   

If you aren’t shocked by quantum mechanics, you haven’t 
understood it.  

 

Since Niels Bohr said this many years ago, quantum mechanics has only 

been getting more shocking. We now realise that it’s not just telling us 

that ‘weird’ things happen out of sight, on the tiniest level, in the atomic 

world. It tells us that everything is quantum: our everyday world is simply 

what quantum becomes at the human scale. But if quantum mechanics is 

right, what seems obvious and right in our everyday world is built on foundations that don’t seems 

obvious or right, or even possible, at all. 

 

Over the past decade or so theories and experiments have called into question the meanings and limits of 

space and time, cause and effect, and knowledge itself. Yet calling the quantum world ‘weird’ – implying 

that it’s weird down there but we’re OK up here – won’t do any longer. The quantum world isn’t a 

different world: it is our world, and if anything deserves to be called ‘weird’, it’s us. 

 

Beyond Weird offers the first up-to-date, accessible account of the quest to get to grips with the most 

fundamental theory of physical reality, and to explain how its counterintuitive principles create the world 

we experience. 

 

PHILIP BALL writes regularly in the scientific and popular media and worked for many years as 

an editor for physical sciences at Nature. His books cover a wide range of scientific and cultural 

phenomena.  

  

UK publication date: Bodley Head – March 2018  

  

Praise for Philip Ball:   
The Water Kingdom was selected as a Book of the Year by The Times and Economist 

 

‘A harvest of fascinating facts delivered with sharp wit and insight…like all good works of cultural 

history, it reveals how extraordinary the ordinary is when viewed from a different angle’ –Telegraph on 

Invisible 

  

‘Extraordinary’ – The Times on The Water Kingdom 

 
‘This book is not only a delightful compendium of arcane facts and clever quotes. Ball's sharp comments 

are good value too’ – Guardian on Invisble 

  

Rights sales for Beyond Weird: US (Chicago University Press), Simplified Chinese (under offer) 

 

Rights sales for The Water Kingdom: US (Chicago University Press)   

   

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Claretta:  
Mussolini’s Last Lover 

by R. J. B. Bosworth   
  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

A master historian illuminates the tumultuous relationship of Il Duce and his young lover Claretta, whose 

extraordinarily intimate diaries only recently have become available. Few deaths are as gruesome and 

infamous as those of Benito Mussolini, Italy's fascist dictator, and Claretta (or Clara) Petacci, his much-

younger lover. Shot dead by Italian partisans after attempting to flee the country in 1945, the couple's bodies 

were then hanged upside down in Milan's main square in ignominious public display.   

  

This provocative book is the first to mine Clara's extensive diaries, family correspondence, and other 

sources to discover how the last in Mussolini's long line of lovers became his intimate and how she came 

to her violent fate at his side. R. J. B. Bosworth explores the social climbing of Claretta's family, her naive 

and self-interested commitment to fascism, her diary's graphically detailed accounts of sexual life with 

Mussolini, and much more. Brimful of new and arresting information, the book sheds intimate light not 

only on an ordinary-extraordinary woman living at the heart of Italy's totalitarian fascist state but also on 

Mussolini himself.  

  

R. J. B. BOSWORTH is a Senior Research Fellow at Jesus College, Oxford and Emeritus Professor of  

History at the University of Western Australia and is a leading expert on Fascist Italy.  He has written several 

books on the history of Italy, including an acclaimed biography of Mussolini.  

UK publication date: Yale University Press – February 2017  

 

Praise for Claretta:   

‘That fateful first encounter and the passionate, but doomed affair that followed between Claretta and her 

'Ben' is detailed in a riveting new biography of Petacci by historian Richard Bosworth’ - Daily Mail 

 

‘…Claretta Petacci... Xenophobic, anti-Semitic, ruthless, amoral and idle, she is fortunate to have fallen into 

the hands of a calm, kind and fair-minded biographer, one who balances Petacci's vices against the fact that 

her life ended with humiliation, hardship and a shameful death’ - Daily Telegraph 

 

‘Gripping and scholarly’ - London Review of Books 

 

‘Bosworth… is one of the finest historians of modern Italy, and his deep knowledge and understanding, as 

well as his formidable research, inform every page of this enjoyable biography’ – Literary Review  

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Zonal Marking: 
The Making of Modern European Football 

by Michael Cox 
 

Football didn’t begin in 1992, but modern football did. The abolition 

of the backpass rule, the last significant change to the game’s laws 

ushered in a new era – a sped up, more technical football. Without the 

safe option of the backpass players needed to adapt, to become more 

comfortable in possession, to think progressively. 

 

The same year saw the foundation of the European Champions League, 

an expanded version of the European Cup, the biggest competition in 

club football, where different styles were up against each other on a 

weekly basis, to television audiences of millions.  

 

Three years later the Bosman Rule allowed for free movement of players of all nationalities at the end of 

their contracts. The major European leagues became home to the best of the world’s players. It was the 

start of the global game. 
 

In Zonal Marking: The Making of Modern European Football, Michael Cox charts the development of European 

football from 1992 up to the present. Across the seven major European leagues – Spain, Italy, Holland, 

Germany, Portugal, France and England – Cox looks at how the tactical game has developed in each league, 

and investigates how far national football identities have become subsumed into a global one. From Dutch 

Total Football to tiki taka in Spain, counter pressing in Germany and tricky wingers in Portugal, this is a 

book that celebrates the best (and worst) of each European league, and demonstrates how the roots of 

what we now come to understand as football are drawn from a number of unexpected influences. 

 

MICHAEL COX is a leading Guardian football journalist and the founder of the blog Zonal Marking. He 

writes for many publications including, ESPN and Yahoo, and is a regular contributor to the new Totally 

Football podcast. Zonal Marking attracts hundreds of thousands of readers each month from across the 

globe, and Michael has a Twitter following of over 200,000. 

 

UK publication date: HarperCollins – June 2019 

 

Praise for The Mixer: The Story of Premier League Tactics from Route One to False Nines: 
‘Thanks to his meticulous research and his focus on strategy, Mr Cox finds a fresh perspective on a story 

that football fans will think they already knew’ – Economist 

 

‘Michael Cox is a very unusual football writer in that he specialises in the game as it’s actually played, 

rather than the gossip or folklore around it…It’s deeply informed and a pleasure to read’ – Financial Times 

 

‘If you’re in mourning that the footie season is over, this is for you. Delving deep into the beautiful game, 

it’s a look back at how the sport has changed over the years. Nostalgia will hit as you’ll remember iconic 

matches, too’ – Sun  
 

Rights sales for The Mixer: Simplified Chinese (Hubei Media), Korea (Hans Media), Poland 

(Wydawnictwo Sine Qua Non) 
 

Agent: Chris Wellbelove 
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The Hungry Empire:  
How Britain’s Quest for Food Shaped the Modern World 

by Lizzie Collingham 
 
 

The glamorous daughter of an African chief shares a pineapple with a 

slave trader, surveyors in British Columbia eat tinned Australian rabbit, 

and diamond prospectors in Guyana prepare an iguana curry… 

 

To be British was to eat the world. The Empire allowed Britain to 

harness the globe’s edible resources from cod fish and salt beef to 

spices, tea and sugar. By the twentieth century the wheat to make the 

working man’s loaf of bread was supplied by Canada and his Sunday leg 

of lamb had been fattened on New Zealand’s grasslands. 

 

In twenty meals, Lizzie Collingham takes us on a wide-ranging culinary journey, charting the rise of sugar 

to its dominant position in our diets and locating the origins of the food industry in the imperial trade in 

provisions. Her innovative approach brings a fresh perspective to the making of the Empire, uncovering 

its decisive role in the shaping of the modern diet and revealing how virtually every meal we eat still 

contains a taste of empire. 

 

LIZZIE COLLINGHAM taught History at Warwick University and was a Research Fellow at Jesus 

College, Cambridge before becoming an independent historian. Her books include Curry: A Tale of Cooks 

and Conquerors and The Taste of War: World War II and the Battle for Food. She is currently an Associate Fellow 

of Warwick University and the Royal Literary Fund Fellow at Newnham College, Cambridge. 

 

UK publication date: Bodley Head – August 2017 

 

Praise for The Hungry Empire:  
‘This is a wholly pleasing book, which offers a tasty side dish to anyone exploring the narrative history of 

the British Empire ... it is droll to be reminded how many sought merely a square meal’ –Sunday Times 

 

‘Revelatory ... The Hungry Empire is an original and thought-provoking book and for all the shocking 

accounts of the consequences of British appetites, a highly entertaining one’ – The Times 

 

‘The Hungry Empire demonstrates that a cup of tea is never just a cup of tea – it is a history of trade, 

exchange, land-grab, agricultural innovation and economic change… This is a marvellously wide-ranging 

and readable book, stuffed with engaging details and startling connections’ – Financial Times 

 

Rights sales for The Hungry Empire: US (Basic Books), Simpfied Chinese (Beijing Zito)  
 

Agent: Clare Alexander 
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The Robbins Office, Inc.   

Killers of the Flower Moon:  
The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI 

by David Grann 
   

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were neither 

Parisians nor New Yorkers: they were Oklahoma’s Osage Indians.  

 

Oil had been discovered beneath their land in Osage County and 

2,229 designated Osage Indians were granted headrights that 

provided a percentage of the revenues pouring in from oil 

companies. The tribe, whose wealth was enviously chronicled in 

society magazines, defied the long-standing stereotypes of Native 

Americans: they often rode in chauffeured Cadillacs, built mansions 

and sent their children to study in Europe. Then, mysteriously, they began to be killed off.  Some 

were poisoned, others were shot or beaten to death.  Many who dared to investigate the killings met 

a similar fate – gunned down, suffocated, one lawyer tossed from a speeding train.  In desperation, 

the Osage turned to the newly created Bureau of Investigation, becoming the FBI’s first major 

homicide case.    

 

Yet corruption from oil money permeated even the FBI and the White House. David Grann reveals 

a culture of killers in which every element of society was complicit. His thrilling investigative 

reportage stands as a fascinating 20th century tale of the corrosive effects of oil.  
 

DAVID GRANN is a staff writer at the New Yorker. He has written about everything from New 

York City's antiquated water tunnels to the hunt for the giant squid. A film based on his book, The 

Lost City of Z: A Tale of Deadly Obsession in the Amazon was released in April 2017.  

  

US publication date: Doubleday – April 2017  

 

Praise for Killers of the Flower Moon:  

‘The best book of the year so far’ – Entertainment Weekly 

 

‘A marvel of detective-like research and narrative verve’ – Financial Times 

 

‘A master of the detective form...Killers is something rather deep and not easily forgotten’ – 

Wall Street Journal 

 

‘Extraordinary’ – Time Magazine 

 

Rights sales for Killers of The Flower Moon: UK (Simon & Schuster), Brazil (Companhia), 

Simplified Chinese (Peking University Press), France (Editions Globe), Germany (BTB), Italy 

(Corbaccio), Japan (Hayakawa), Poland (Foksal), Netherlands (Q), Portugal (Quetzal), Romania 

(RAO), Russia  (Eksmo), Spain (PRH), Sweden (Modernista), Thailand (Earnest Publishing), Ukraine 

(KM Books), Vietnam (under offer) 

 

Film rights: Imperative Entertainment  

  

Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.   
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RisingTideFallingStar 

by Philip Hoare 

  

  

Without lakes and seas, where would we invest our souls? 

Water stands for what we have lost, and have gained, 

symbolising the increasing distance between us and the rest of 

the natural world.  

 

In this, his third ‘watery’ book, in parts travelogue, memoir and 

history, moving along ever-changing shorelines, Philip Hoare 

travels across countries and through time. He swims from 

freshwater ponds to vast oceans, encounters selkies and sea 

ducks, rebels and visionaries from Prospero to David Bowie – people, places, animals and 

ideas forever swimming against the tide. 
  

PHILIP HOARE is the author of several books, including Serious Pleasures: The Life of Stephen 

Tennant; Noel Coward; Oscar Wilde’s Last Stand; Spike Island; England’s Lost Eden; Leviathan, or, 

The Whale, winner of the 2009 Samuel Johnson Prize for non-fiction; and The Sea Inside. He 

lives in Southampton.  
  

UK publication date: HarperCollins – July 2017   

 

Praise for RisingTideFallingStar:   
‘does what all great books do: makes you feel that it’s a private conversation between you 

and the author…RisingTideFallingStar is a masterpiece’ – Guardian 

 

‘Part memoir, part travelogue, part elegy, this is an exquisite read, stuffed with dark myths and eerie 

legends. Nourished by the author’s sublime gift for poetic description’ – Mail on Sunday 

 

‘The themes and preoccupations of RisingTideFallingStar are familiar from Hoare’s previous writing: 

the teenage notebook in which he mapped out his future life, “as if I’d already lived in reverse”, the 

intense, Wordsworthian identification with nature; the fascination with altered states. But their 

revisiting here reveals a landscape as exhilaratingly different as that of the foreshore from one tide 

to the next’ – Evening Standard 

 

Rights sales for RisingTideFallingStar: US (Chicago University Press), Spain (Atico)  

  

Agent: Lisa Baker  
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Outside the Asylum: 

A Memoir of War, Disaster and Humanitarian 

Psychiatry 

by Lynne Jones 
  

  

Over almost twenty-five years Lynne Jones has been working as a 

humanitarian psychiatrist, treating those whose mental health has 

been affected by war or genocide or unimaginable natural disaster, 

often in communities where clinical mental health treatment is on 

the margins, or simply does not exist. In some of the most 

dangerous places in the world, where huge numbers are dying or 

physically incapacitated, it is easy to ignore the mental wounds suffered when being forced to 

watch as members of your family are murdered, or when a place that you've always thought of as 

safe is destroyed; the feeling of helplessness as you watch your community being torn apart, or all 

your worldly possessions carried out to sea.  

  

From her training in one of Britain's last asylums, to working with traditional healers in Sierra Leone, 

child victims of massacres in Kosovo and traumatised soldiers in Gorazde after the Bosnian war, 

Lynne has treated extraordinary people in extraordinary situations. But this book is not only about 

the patients she has treated, it also shines a light on humanitarian aid and all its glories and problems. 

She shows how ill thought-out interventions do more harm than good and also how upset, 

disturbance and death is always only a moment away. It reveals the work of the many people who 

dedicate their lives to helping those who most need it, whose belief in humanity is so strong that 

they will put their own lives at risk to protect it.  

  

LYNNE JONES is a child psychiatrist, relief worker and writer. She has spent much of the last 

twenty years establishing and running mental health programmes in areas of conflict or natural 

disaster. Her previous book, Then They Started Shooting: Growing Up in Wartime Bosnia, explores 

children's understanding of political violence. Her field diaries have been published in the London 

Review of Books and O, The Oprah Magazine and her audio diaries broadcast on the BBC World Service.  

 

UK publication date: Weidenfeld & Nicolson – June 2017  

 

Praise for Outside the Asylum: 
‘It will fill you with soaring admiration for those who dedicate their lives to help those who need it, 

fired by a strong belief in humanity’ – The Bookseller 

 

‘Her blazingly frank account is as enlightening on shifts in psychiatric treatment as it is on local 

implications of humanitarian-aid policy. Brilliantly insightful’ – Nature  

  

Rights sales for Outside the Asylum: Turkey (Hep Kitap)    

  

Agent: Chris Wellbelove  
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The Robbins Office, Inc.  

Untitled Non-Fiction 
by Elizabeth Kolbert 

 

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE 2015 

 

Humanity has spent centuries redefining nature – from agriculture 
and irrigation, to DDT and H-bombs, people have taken the 
world as it was given and remade it in their own image. We have 
altered not just the make-up of the atmosphere but the chemistry 
of the oceans, the composition of forests, the course of rivers, 
and the topography of more than half the surface of the globe. 
We’ve rearranged the genetics of many species of plants and, 
increasingly, animals, and we now regularly generate earthquakes 
(although we do not intend to). So pervasive is our impact, it is 

said we live in a new geological epoch, the Anthropocene. The paradoxical fact about the 
Anthropocene is that the more the planet comes under human control, the more we seem to be 
losing control. 
 
A fascinating portrait of what Kolbert calls “The Great Project of Our Time,” this book will  be an 
investigation into the immense challenges  humans face as we endeavor to undo in a matter of 
decades what it has taken us several million years to create. To, in effect, control our own control 
and defy the “nature” we have created. 
  

ELIZABETH KOLBERT is a staff writer for The New Yorker and author of the acclaimed Field Notes 

from a Catastrophe and The Prophet of Love and Other Tales of Power and Deceit (Bloomsbury 2004). Her 

book, The Sixth Extinction won the Pulitzer Prize in 2015. 

 

US publication date: Henry Holt – TBC  

 

Praise for The Sixth Extinction: 
‘Arresting…the real power of [this] book resides in the hard science and historical context Kolbert 
delivers, documenting the mounting losses that human beings are leaving in their wake’ – Michiko 
Kakutani, The New York Times 
 
‘[The Sixth Extinction] is a wonderful book, and it makes very clear that big, abrupt changes can 
happen; they're not outside the realm of possibility. They have happened before, they can happen 
again’ – President Barack Obama 
 
‘Powerful . . . An invaluable contribution to our understanding’ – Al Gore, The New York Times Book 
Review 
 
‘Reads like a scientific thriller – only more terrifying because it is real’ – David Grann 
 

Rights sales for The Sixth Extinction: UK (Bloomsbury), Arabic (NCCAL), Brazil (Intrinseca), Bulgaria ( Iztok-

Zapak), China (Shanghai Translation), Croatia (Znanje), Czech Republic (Barrister & Principal), Finland (Atena), 

France (Librairie Vuibert) , Germany (Suhrkamp), Hungary (Europa Kiado), Italy (Neri Pozza), Japan (NHK), 

Korea (Cheombooks), The Netherlands (Davidsfonds), Norway (Mime Forlag A/S), Poland (the Foksal 

Publishing Group), Portugal (20/20 Editora), Romania (Litera), Russia (Corpus Book), Slovenia (UMco d.d.), 

Spain (Crítica), Taiwan (Commonwealth), Thailand (Openworlds), Turkey (Okuyanus), Ukraine (Nash Format 

Publisher), Vietnam (Nha Nam Publishing) 

 

Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc. 
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The Robbins Office, Inc.  

Astounding 
by Alec Nevala-Lee 

 

The Metaphysical Club meets The Secret History of Wonder Woman in the 

first popular, comprehensive account of the partnership between 

four otherworldly visionaries who invented modern science fiction 

and changed our culture forever—John W. Campbell, Robert A. 

Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, and L. Ron Hubbard.  
  

As the editor of the magazine Astounding Science Fiction for nearly 

four decades John W. Campbell, Jr. discovered such legendary 

writers as Isaac Asimov and Robert A. Heinlein and collaborated 

with L. Ron Hubbard on the development of dianetics, the 

philosophical foundation of the controversial Church of 

Scientology. In this extraordinary cultural biography, Alec Nevala-

Lee tells the story of these four men, their relationships, and their collective vision of the future, through 

the invention of modern science fiction in the thirties; their experiences in World War II; the dawn of 

dianetics, in which Campbell’s pivotal role is fully examined for the first time; and the tragic final act that 

estranged him from the others and marked the end of science fiction’s golden age.  

  

Along with the four lead figures and the remarkable women in their lives, Astounding includes appearances 

from such luminaries as Ray Bradbury, Arthur C. Clarke, Harlan Ellison, Gene Roddenberry, and Philip 

K. Dick. Nevala-Lee draws upon a wealth of interviews and thousands of unpublished letters to 

illuminate the enduring legacy of this circle of writers, vividly recreating the remarkable era in which they 

flourished, and offers a wealth of new insights into the nature and secret history of a genre that has 

transformed our world and the future itself. 

  

ALEC NEVALA-LEE graduated from Harvard with a bachelor's degree in Classics. His novels include 

The Icon Thief, City of Exiles, and Eternal Empire, and his short fiction has appeared in Analog Science Fiction 

and Fact, Lightspeed Magazine, and The Year’s Best Science Fiction. He has written for such publications as the 

Los Angeles Times, Salon, the Daily Beast, and Longreads, and is featured in the A&E Biography episode on L. 

Ron Hubbard. He lives in Oak Park, Illinois. 

 

US publication date: Dey Street Books/HarperCollins – August 2018 

 

Praise for Astounding:  
‘Alec Nevala-Lee has brilliantly recreated the era eighty years ago when a handful of dedicated writers and 

one extraordinary editor gave American science fiction its modern shape. It is a remarkable work of 

literary history.’ - Robert Silverberg, Grand Master of the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America 
  

‘Science fiction has been awaiting this history/biography for more than half a century, and there were 

many decades after John Campbell's death on June 10, 1971 when I was resigned to the conclusion that 

the task was too complex, far-ranging, and elusive ever to happen. I was wrong. Here it is. This is the 

most important historical and critical work my field has ever seen. Alec Nevala-Lee's superb scholarship 

and insight have made the seemingly impossible a radiant and irreplaceable gift.’ - Barry N. Malzberg, 

author of Beyond Apollo 

 

Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc. 
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The Unfinished Palazzo: 

Life, Love and Art in Venice 

by Judith Mackrell 

  

Commissioned in 1750, the Palazzo Venier was planned as a 

testimony to the power and wealth of a great family, but the 

fortunes of the Veniers waned, and the project was abandoned with 

only one storey complete. Empty, unfinished, and in a gradual state 

of decay, the building was considered an eyesore.  

 

Yet in the early 20th century the Unfinished Palazzo, with its fairy-

tale abandonment and potential for transformation, were to attract 

and inspire three women at key moments in their lives: Luisa Casati, 

Doris Castlerosse and Peggy Guggenheim. Each came from a different country – Italy, Britain and 

America – but had a surprising amount in common. All had scandalous lives, a passionate interest in 

art, a fascination with sex, and a deep love of Venice. All surrounded themselves with an amazing 

supporting cast at so many glamorous parties, from D'Annunzio, and Nijinsky, via Noel Coward and 

Cecil Beaton, to Yoko Ono amongst the Picassos.    

  
Luisa Casati turned her home into an aesthete’s fantasy where she hosted parties as extravagant and 

decadent as Renaissance court operas. Doris strove to make her mark in London and Venice during 

the glamorous, hedonistic interwar years, hosting film stars and royalty at glittering parties. Finally, 

in the postwar years, Peggy turned the Palazzo into a model of modernist simplicity that served as a 

home for her exquisite collection of modern art that today draws tourists and art-lovers from around 

the world.   

  

Mackrell tells each life story vividly in turn, weaving an intricate history of these legendary characters 

and the Unfinished Palazzo that they all at different times called home.  

  

JUDITH MACKRELL is a reviewer, broadcaster and one of Britain’s leading dance critics. She has 

written several books, including a biography of Russian ballerina Lydia Lopokova and her marriage 

to John Maynard Keynes, which was shortlisted for the Costa Biography Award in 2008.  

  

UK publication date: Thames & Hudson – April 2017  

 

Praise for The Unfinished Palazzo: 
‘Captivating, vivid and exquisitely gossipy’ – Literary Review 

 

‘Rip-roaringly entertaining stories of three fascinating women’ – The Times 

 

‘The best gallimaufry of gossip and scandal I have read in years’ – The Sunday Times 

 

‘Well researched, gloriously gossipy, a delightful, colourful story of reinvention and rebellion’ – 

Guardian 

 

Rights sales for The Unfinished Palazzo:  World English (Thames & Hudson), Italy (EDT) 

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Clear, Bright Future: 

A Radical Defence of the Human Being 

by Paul Mason 
  

Trump rules America. Brexit has triggered the breakup of the 

European Union. Social media is awash with anti-semitism, 

white supremacy & violence.  The world is gearing up for 

tactical nuclear war. In Turkey, hundreds of journalists are in 

jail. This is not some dystopian graphic novel; it is reality.  

  
The economic system of globalised trade and free markets looks set to 

fall apart just as abruptly as the Soviet Union did, less than 30 years ago. 

Like the Soviet system, it seemed like it would last forever, until 

suddenly consent and belief in it crumbled. How did we get here and what do we do now?  

 

Paul Mason argues that, at the core of the crisis, is a retreat from humanism. The ultra-right’s 

project is to attack the individual freedoms the free market system promoted: to attack information 

freedom, roll back the Geneva conventions, destroy the very concept of universal human rights, 

and erode granular freedoms that have underpinned the lifestyles of a networked generation. In 

response, Mason demands a radical defence of the human being: a reinvention of humanism; a re-

assertion of the universality of human rights; the struggle for a society where biologically 

determined hierarchies are abolished. We are facing powerful men with the egomaniac traits of the 

arch-villain in a superhero movie. But there is no superhero: no Batman to deal with this growing 

army of grotesque authoritarian jokers.   

 

In this urgent book Paul Mason documents the intellectual, political and economic processes of 

disintegration that led to a country which designed globalisation, and benefited the most from it, 

voting to end it.  

  

PAUL MASON is an award-winning writer, broadcaster, and film-maker, at the centre of the global 

public debate on how to respond to globalisation’s crisis. His previous book Postcapitalism: A Guide 

To Our Future has to date been published in 16 languages.  

 

Praise for Postcapitalism:   

‘Mason weaves together varied intellectual threads to produce a fascinating set of ideas... Politicians 

of all stripes should take note. And so should the people who vote for them’ – Financial Times   

  

‘Deeply engaging... he writes with freshness and insight on almost every page... I can't remember the 

last book I read that managed to carve its way through the forest of political and economic ideas 

with such brio...Mason is a worthy successor to Marx’ – Guardian    

  

UK publication date: Penguin – 2018   

  

Rights sales for Clear, Bright Future: World English (Penguin), Germany (Suhrkamp Verlag), Italy (II 
Saggiatore), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), Portugal (Objectiva), Spain (Paidos)  
  
Agent: Matthew Hamilton  
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The Robbins Office, Inc.  

Fatal Discord: 

Erasmus, Luther, and the Fight for the Western Mind 

by Michael Massing 
 

A tour de force biography of two of the most influential 

figures in modern Christianity: Erasmus of Rotterdam and 

Martin Luther. 

 

A magnificent, significant work of history from award-winning author 

Michael Massing, Fatal Discord offers a lively narrative history of the bitter 

rivalry between two of Europe’s most influential thinkers: Erasmus of 

Rotterdam and Martin Luther. 

  
While Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael were revolutionizing Western art and culture, 

Erasmus of Rotterdam was transforming Europe’s intellectual and religious life. In 1516, as the continent 

rebelled against the hierarchical constraints of the Roman Catholic Church, Erasmus published a pivotal 

edition of the New Testament and was hailed as the prophet of a new and enlightened age. 
  

However today, Erasmus is largely forgotten and the reason can be summed up in two words: Martin 

Luther. As a young friar in remote Wittenberg, Luther had greatly admired Erasmus and his attempts to 

reform the Church from within, but he would soon seek a more radical means of change. The fundamental 

differences between them would form a fault line in Western thought, marking the moment when the 

oppositional doctrines of humanism and evangelicalism took shape. 

  

With the page-turning intensity and sweep of the best history and the immediacy of the most remarkable 

biographies, Fatal Discord recreates the lives of the two men who staked their reputations on one of the 

most influential arguments of our time. 

  

MICHAEL MASSING is a former executive editor of the Columbia Journalism Review, a MacArthur Fellow, 

and a frequent contributor to The New York Review of Books. His work has also appeared in The New York 

Times, The Nation, The New Yorker, The American Prospect, The Atlantic Monthly, The Washington Post, and 

Rolling Stone. He is the author of two previous books, The Fix (Simon & Schuster) and Now They Tell Us: 

The American Press and Iraq (The New York Review of Books). He received a Bachelor of Arts from 

Harvard College and a master’s degree from the London School of Economics and Political Science. He 

lives in New York City. 
  

US publication date: HarperCollins – Spring 2018  

  

Rights sales for Fatal Discord: Spain (Destino)  

 

Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc. 
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The Robbins Office, Inc.  

The Desert and the Sea 
by Michael Scott Moore 

 
From  esteemed journalist and author of Sweetness  and  Blood  

comes  a revelatory memoir chronicling the 977 days he was held 
captive by Somali pirates. 

 

 

In January  2012, while  on assignment with Der Spiegel and funded 

by  a  grant from the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, Michael 

Scott Moore traveled to the tumultuous Horn of Africa to write 

about piracy and the building of legitimate trade. In a terrible twist 

of fate, Moore himself was kidnapped and subsequently held captive 

variously in the open desert bush, in a series of barren prison homes, and on a captured tuna boat 

from Taiwan. He walked free in September 2014 when his ransom was put together by the help of 

several US and German institutions, friends, colleagues, and his strong-willed mother. 

 

Emotional and elucidating, The Desert and the Sea blends a traumatic and incredible personal narrative with 

rigorous journalistic investigation  of  foreign and domestic hostage policy, religious extremism, and the 

costs of survival. 

 
MICHAEL SCOTT MOORE is an accomplished author and journalist, and a previous resident of Berlin, 

where he moved to after his admission to the Fulbright Scholar Program in 2006. His novel about the city 

of Los Angeles, Too Much of Nothing, was published in 2003 and Sweetness and Blood, his travel book about 

the spread of surfing to odd corners of the world, was named a book of the year by The Economist in 2010. 

Moore has written about politics and travel for the Atlantic, Slate, Der Spiegel, Miller-McCune Magazine, Business 

Week, and the Financial Times. He has dual German and US citizenship and is fluent in both German and 

English. 

 

US publication date: HarperWave – July 2018  

 

Praise for Sweetness and Blood: 

‘Moore and a robust wetsuit have boldly gone where only seriously unhinged dudes have gone before, 
mapping out fresh, unexpected cartography of the waves...What he has done, subtly and beguilingly, is 
write a book about surfing that often is not really about surfing but about simply being alive. Moore is a 
modern surf troubadour, singing the adventures of a cast of eccentric pioneers...Moore writes in a spirit 
far closer to Bruce Chatwin's In Patagonia than to the latest issue of Curve’ – New York Times Book Review 
  
‘A wild, passionate, and thrilling ride; in the company of Pacific princes, beatnik athletes, and outlaw long-
boarders, Michael Scott Moore catches surfing’s global wave through a sweeping history of America’s 
most liberating, taut, and tanned cultural export. Glorious!’ – Rory MacLean 
 

Rights sales for The Desert and the Sea: World English (HarperWave)  

  

Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.  
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A Bold and Dangerous Family: 
The Rossellis and the Fight against Mussolini 

by Caroline Moorehead 
 

Longlisted for the Baillie Gifford Prize 2017 

   

The Rosselli family, led by their fierce matriarch, Amelia Rosselli, 

were vocal anti-fascists. As populist, rightwing nationalism swept 

across Europe after World War I, and Italy’s Prime Minister, Benito 

Mussolini, began consolidating his power, Amelia’s sons, Carlo and 

Nello led the opposition, taking a public stand against Il Duce that 

few others in their class dared risk.   

  

Renowned historian Caroline Moorehead paints an indelible picture of Italy in the first half of the 

twentieth century, offering an intimate account of the rise and fall of Il Duce and his squaddristi; life 

in Mussolini’s penal collonies; the shocking ambivalence and complicity of many prominent Italian 

families seduced by Mussolini’s promises; and the bold, fractured resistance movement whose 

associates sacrificed their lives to fight fascism.  

 

In A Bold and Dangerous Family, Moorehead once again pays tribute to heroes who fought to uphold 

our humanity during one of history’s darkest chapters.  

  

CAROLINE MOOREHEAD is a human rights journalist and renowned biographer. Her biography 

of Lucie de la Tour du Pin, Dancing to the Precipice, was shortlisted for the Costa Biography Award in 

2009; her most recent book Village of Secrets was a Sunday Times bestseller and shortlisted for the 

Samuel Johnson Prize.  

  

UK publication date: Chatto – June 2017  

 

Praise for A Bold and Dangerous Family: 
‘Expertly alternating vivid domestic detail with lucid exposition of the gradual evolution of 

totalitarianism’ – Guardian 

 

‘Carefully, and with considerable skill, Moorehead juxtaposes the growth into maturity of the 

intelligent Florentines, Carlo and Nello, with a vivid account of the turbulent conditions that enabled 

Fascism to take root’ – Daily Telegraph  

 

‘A major contribution to the study of anti-fascism, further enriched by Caroline Moorehead’s vivid 

portrayal of interwar Italy and Europe’ – Literary Review  

 

‘A Bold and Dangerous Family is a haunting reminder of the fragility of liberty and the dangers of 

complaisance’ – The Times  

 

‘Moorehead recounts a story that deserves to be better known, exploiting her remarkable 

understanding of the nation and its culture’ – Sunday Times 

  

Rights sales for A Bold and Dangerous Family: US (HarperCollins), Canada (Knopf), Italy 

(Newton Compton) 

 

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Surreal Life of Leonora 

Carrington 

 by Joanna Moorhead 
 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

In 2006 journalist Joanna Moorhead discovered that her father's 

cousin, Prim, who had disappeared many decades earlier, was now a famous artist in Mexico. Although 

rarely spoken of in her own family (regarded as a black sheep, a wild child; someone they were better off 

without) in the meantime Leonora Carrington had become a national treasure in Mexico, where she now 

lived, while her paintings are fetching ever-higher prices at auction today.   

  

Intrigued by her story, Joanna set off to Mexico City to find her lost relation. Later she was to return to 

Mexico ten times more between then and Leonora's death in 2011, sometimes staying for months at a time 

and subsequently travelling around Britain and through Europe in search of the loose ends of her tale.   

  

They spent days talking and reading together, drinking tea and tequila, going for walks and to parties  and 

eating take away pizzas or dining out in her local restaurants as Leonora told Joanna the wild and amazing 

truth about a life that had taken her from the suffocating existence of a debutante in London via war-torn 

France with her lover, Max Ernst, to incarceration in an asylum and finally to the life of a recluse in Mexico 

City.  

  

Leonora was one of the last surviving participants in the Surrealist movement of the 1930s, a founding 

member of the Women's Liberation Movement in Mexico during the 1970s and a woman whose reputation 

will survive not only as a muse but as a novelist and a great artist. This book is the extraordinary story of 

Leonora Carrington's life, and of the friendship between two women, related by blood but previously 

unknown to one another, whose encounters were to change both their lives.  

  

JOANNA MOORHEAD writes for The Guardian. Born in Lancashire, she now lives in London.   

 

UK publication date: Virago - April 2017  

 

Praise for The Surreal Life of Leonora Carrington: 
‘This biography is as strange and haunting as Leonora Carrington's surrealist paintings’ - Sunday Times 

 

‘The Surreal Life of Leonora Carrington could easily have run to at least a hundred or so extra pages without 

exhausting its subject . . . a charming and at times inspirational book’ - Literary Review 

 

Rights sales for The Surreal Life of Leonora Carrington: Spain (Turner)  

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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Madonna: 
Like An Icon 

by Lucy O’Brien 
 

A revised and updated version of the definitive Madonna 

biography will be released to coincide with the star’s 60th 

birthday in August 2018. 

  

Lucy O'Brien's extensive and well-researched book looks at Madonna the 

artist, giving detailed analysis of her music, complete with revealing 

interviews with musicians and producers. It focuses on her cultural 

impact and the way she uses cinema, photography, visual art, theatre and 

dance in her work. It explores how - and, more to the point, why - 

Madonna has reinvented herself throughout her career and will no doubt continue to do so. It also looks 

at the wider context and include interviews with similarly crusading female artists like Tori Amos, Laurie 

Anderson, Jeanette Winterson and Tracey Emin. 

 

This is, quite simply, the definitive Madonna biography. 

  

LUCY O’BRIEN is the author of biographies of Annie Lennox and Dusty Springfield and the seminal 

study of women in rock, pop and soul, SHE BOP now in its third edition. In her teens she was in an all -

girl Punk Rock band 'The Catholic Girls' and was the first woman staff reporter on NME. She broadcasts 

regularly and has written for The Sunday Times, Cosmo, the Guardian, Elle, Mojo and Q.  

  

UK publication date: Bantam – Summer 2018  

  
Praise for Madonna: Like an Icon: 
‘A mighty volume…’ - Mail on Sunday 
 
‘Enduring superstar gets the biography she deserves’ - MOJO 
 
‘If Madonna is your Elvis you will devour Lucy O’Brien’s definitive biography; not only can she write 
properly, but her book is objective, immaculately researched and illuminating’ - Irish Examiner 
 
‘Lucy O’Brien’s measured and comprehensive profile takes a look at her extraordinary life to date, focusing 
on the cultural impact she’s made…’ - Good Book Guide 
 
‘British rock journalist Lucy O’Brien seeks to go beyond the fastidiously cultivated image and get a glimpse 
of the woman behind the veil. She uncovers some fascinating, often shocking, nuggets…’ -Irish Independent 
 
Rights sales for Madonna: Like an Icon: Brazil (Nova Fronteira), Finland (Like), Netherlands (Luitingh-
Sijthoff) 
 

Previous sales for Madonna: Like an Icon: Brazil (Nova Fronteira), Bulgaria (Ciela Norma), Croatia 

(Naklada Ljevak), Czech Republic (BB Art), Estonia (Eesti Ekspressi), Finland (Like), France (Les Presses 

de la Cite), Germany (Random House), Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), Japan (Futami Shobo), Poland (In Rock 

Music), Portugal (Humanity’s Friends Books), Russia (Amphora), Sweden (Forma)  
 
Agent: Jane Turnbull  
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Gorbachev: 

His Life and Times 

by William Taubman 

 

In a little over six years, Mikhail Gorbachev dismantled the 
Communist system in the USSR – almost singlehandedly changing 

his country, and the world. 
   

 When Mikhail Gorbachev became its leader in March 1985, the USSR, 

while plagued by internal and external troubles, was still one of the 

world’s two super-powers. By 1991 the Communist system was in 

decline, the Cold War was over, and on December 25, 1991, the Soviet 

Union itself ceased to exist. In the West, Gorbachev is regarded as a 

hero. In Russia, he is widely hated by those who blame him for the collapse of the USSR. Admirers 

marvel at his vision and courage. Detractors, including many of his former Kremlin comrades, have 

accused him of everything from naiveté to treason.  

  

Pulitzer Prize winning Taubman’s approach places Gorbachev at the intersection of history and personality, 

showing how his character took shape and how it both reflected and altered his era. How did Gorbachev 

become the man who dismantled the Soviet system? Why did that system so readily submit to dismantling? 

Gorbachev enacted great changes, only to be mostly done in by forces no one could have controlled. 

Taubman examines Gorbachev’s circumstances and addresses larger, enduring questions: How much 

power do even the most powerful leaders really have?  

  

WILLIAM TAUBMAN is Bertrand Snell Professor Emeritus of Political Science at Amherst College. His 

2003 book, Khrushchev: The Man and His Era, won both Pulitzer Prize for biography and the National Book 

Critics Circle Award for biography in 2004. Taubman has been the President of the American Association 

for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, and chairs the Advisory Committee of the Cold War International 

History Project at the Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars in Washington.  

  

US publication date: Norton – September 2017  

 

Praise for Gorbachev: 

‘Essential reading for the 21st century’ – Radhika Jones, New York Times 

  

‘[A] masterly new biography...which will surely stand as the definitive English-language chronicle of this 

most intriguing figure for many years to come’ – New York Times Book Review 

 

‘Impressive….full of fascinating detail’ – Peter Conradi, The Sunday Times  

 

‘A master portrait, convincing and complete’ – Booklist (starred review) 

 

Rights sales for Gorbachev: UK (Simon & Schuster), Estonia (Varrak), Germany (Beck), Holland 

(Hollands Diep), Japan (Hakusuisha), Russia (Corpus), Spain (Debate)  

 

Agent: The Robbins Office, Inc.  
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Landru’s Secret: 
France's most famous murder mystery unlocked 

by Richard Tomlinson 
 
As France’s belle époque collapsed in the horror of the First World War, 
a middle aged businessman began to post advertisements in the Lonely 
Hearts columns of several Parisian newspapers. Of the 273 women who 
responded, ten were confirmed as missing, presumed dead. 
 

Henri Désiré Landru, the infamous ‘Bluebeard of Gambais’, looms as 

large in French criminal history as Jack the Ripper in England.  According 

to the charge sheet, Landru killed ten women and one young man during 

the First World War at two properties he rented near Paris, purely for 

financial gain. Yet as the prosecution admitted at his sensational trial, this was a murder case based purely 

on circumstantial evidence, with no bodies found, and no evidence of how he supposedly killed his victims. 

As the centenary of Landru’s arrest approaches in April 2019, British historian Richard Tomlinson has 

drawn on thousands of original archive documents to demolish the prosecution case accepted by all 

previous writers.  

 

For the first time, Tomlinson reveals that the key to the case was in fact a 17 year-old youth, the only male 

victim on the charge sheet, whose mother Jeanne-Marie Cuchet was the first of Landru’s alleged victims. 

Tomlinson posits that Landru never planned to kill Jeanne-Marie, but that her death was the trigger which 

led to the birth of a serial killer 

 

In addition, Tomlinson details how the case was flawed and skewed throughout, with a further 80 of the 

women contacted by Landru revealed in an internal report as never traced by the police, and the subsequent 

theft of Landru’s incriminating notebook stolen from the evidence cache preventing later close analysis. 

Tomlinson redraws the trial from scratch, calling into question the associated guilt of Landru’s wife and 

three of his children in the crimes, as well as redefining the principal motives of Landru himself.  

 

Landru’s Secret unlocks far more than the enigma of how a petty Parisian swindler became the most 

notorious, yet elusive serial killer in French criminal history. As the only researcher ever to have gone 

systematically through all the surviving documents and all of the French press coverage of the case at the 

time, Tomlinson weaves a magnetic tale for our times - of madness, vengeance, justice and the terrifying 

power of men over women.  

  

RICHARD TOMLINSON has a Ph.D. in modern French history from Cambridge University and also 

studied at Paris’s Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques.  

  
UK publication date: Pen & Sword – September 2018  

  

Praise for Amazing Grace: The Man who was W.G: 

‘A magnificent biography of sport’s first global superstar’– Daily Telegraph 
 

‘A lovingly crafted piece of work.’ – Daily Mail 

 

Agent: Jane Turnbull  
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Art Sex Music 
by Cosey Fanni Tutti 

   

Art Sex Music is the autobiography of a musician who, as a founding 
member of the avant-garde group Throbbing Gristle and electronic 
pioneers Chris & Cosey, has consistently challenged the boundaries of 
music over the past four decades. It is the account of an artist who, as 
part of COUM Transmissions, represented Britain at the IXth Biennale 
de Paris, whose Prostitution show at the ICA in 1976 caused the 
Conservative MP Nicholas Fairbairn to declare her, COUM and 
Throbbing Gristle ‘Wreckers of Civilisation’ . . . shortly before he was 
arrested for indecent exposure, and whose work continues to be held at 
the vanguard of contemporary art.  

  

And it is the story of her work as a pornographic model and striptease artiste which challenged 

assumptions about morality, erotica and art.  

  

Art Sex Music is the wise, shocking and elegant autobiography of Cosey Fanni Tutti.  

  

COSEY FANNI TUTTI whose career began in 1969 is a respected artist and musician of worldwide 

renown - for her Art, her work in the sex industry, as co-founder of Industrial music and Throbbing 

Gristle, and her pioneering electronic music as 'Chris & Cosey' and 'Carter Tutti'.  

  

UK publication date: Faber – April 2017  

 

Praise for Art Sex Music: 

‘Art Sex Music is an inspiring document of just how far, and far out, she has travelled’ – Sunday Times 

 

‘Entirely gripping [...] direct and funny’- Telegraph 

 

‘An extraordinary life ... There are moments of deadpan humour in it.’ - Guardian 

 

Rights sales for Art Sex Music: France (Le Camion Blanc)  

  

Agent: Matthew Hamilton  

  

  



48  
  
 

Becoming Hitler: 

The Making of a Nazi 

by Thomas Weber 

 
Between the end of World War 1 and the writing of Mein Kampf, 

Adolf Hitler was transformed from an awkward loner with 

fluctuating political ideas, into the anti-semitic and fascistic dictator 

whose beliefs and actions would shake the world. Using a wealth 

of new sources and materials, Thomas Weber explores that 

metamorphosis.   

  

Hitler would later erect a façade about his political becoming, but 

Weber’s work explains fully and for the first time his radicalization and opportunism, showing how 

Hitler’s racism evolved. Becoming Hitler shows a man who was more responsive than proactive, who 

set his goals in broad strokes, leaving the detail of their formulation to others, who was brilliant at 

playing people off against each other, and who had been determined to be Germany’s ‘messiah’ from 

as early as 1919, the day of the ratification of the Treaty of Versailles.  

  

The exploration of this crucial five years in Germany’s history fills a gap in the more commonly 

known biographies of both Hitler himself and the inter-war period. With meticulous detail, Weber 

draws an uncanny timeline of the emergence of the much-studied belief systems of a self-made 

monster.  

  

THOMAS WEBER is Reader in Modern European and International History at the University of 

Aberdeen and Director of the Centre for Global Security and Governance. He is the author of three 

previous books of European history, including Hitler’s First War: Adolf Hitler, the Men of the List 

Regiment and the First World War which was an international bestseller.  

  

UK publication: Oxford University Press – November 2017  

  

Praise for Becoming Hitler: 
‘A splendid account of a vile subject’ – Nicholas Stargardt, author of The German War 

 

‘This is the most important book on Hitler and National Socialism since Ian Kershaw's monumental 

biography. It is amazing how much new information and documentation Thomas Weber has used to 

show precisely when, how, and why Hitler's world view was shaped’ – Harold James, professor of history, 

Woodrow Wilson School of Public & International Affairs, Princeton University 

 

Rights sales for Becoming Hitler: US (Basic Books), Brazil (Record), Simplified Chinese 

(Ginkgo), Germany (Ullstein), Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam), Spain (Taurus) 

  

Rights sales for Hitler’s First War: US (Basic Books) , Czech (Nakladatelstvi Jota), Denmark 

(Informations Forlag) France (Perrin), Germany (Ullstein), Netherlands (Neiuw Amsterdam), 

Poland (Rebis), Spain (Santillana), Sweden (Historiska Media)  

  

Agent: Clare Alexander  
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The Sheep Stell: 
A Life With Sheep 

by Janet White 
 

A rediscovered classic originally published in 1991 and a 
Sunday Telegraph book of the year. Now with a new 

introduction by Colin Thubron. 
 

Originally published by in 1991, The Sheep Stell is an account of Janet 
White's eighty years as a shepherd, islander, smallholder and hill farmer. 
As a child in wartime England, she made up her mind that that she 
wanted to live ‘somewhere wild and supremely beautiful.’ In this 
dramatic autobiography she charts her travels in search of her ideals. 

She tells of her life as a solitary shepherd in the Cheviot Hills and then of working her own flock on an 
uninhabited island off the coast of New Zealand with a bonfire as her only means of communication with 
the mainland. After a brutal attack she was forced to leave her island and returned to England, where she 
married, became a smallholder in Sussex and finally bought a hill farm in Somerset.  
 
Underpinning this account is the author's attachment to the land and her total commitment to combine 
the principles of conservation with successful farming. It is a tale of a woman of incredible personal 
courage and determination wanting only peace and solitude and a life with animals, but having also to 
contend with human drama and being pursued by men in her various wildernesses. 
 

JANET  WHITE is 87 and has worked as a shepherdess all her life. 
 

UK publication date: Constable – March 2018 

 

Praise for The Sheep Stell:  
‘[A]’ graceful and sometimes thrilling autobiography…This is a strange and lovely book, and quiet as it is, 

it makes you gasp at the profoundly lived quality of the life it modestly describes’ – Jenny Diski, 

Independent 
 

‘A little before the current surge in nature writing, Janet White wrote a book that owes nothing to literary 

fashion.  The Sheep Stell, instead, springs from a desire to record a life of passion for the natural world, a 

story not of travelling through a landscape but of inhabiting and working it. In gentle, unaffected prose 

she describes with meticulous knowledge the qualities of a terrain, the flora and wildlife it holds, the 

flocks and cattle it might sustain.  Her voice is the sensitive but down-to-earth vehicle for profound 

attachments, and sounds with clarity, precision and a faint, underlying melancholy’ – Colin Thubron 
 

Agent: Jane Turnbull 
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Charles Darwin: 
Victorian Mythmaker 

by A. N.Wilson 
  

  

 
Charles Darwin is much more than the account of a charming, shy, rich 

naturalist who lived in the reign of Queen Victoria and had many 

remarkable insights. It is, in part, the story of the intellectual life of the 

West over the last two centuries.  

 

Darwin was himself the product of his times, and as he 

acknowledged, he formed his biological theory not just on the basis of biology but by the study of 

the work of social economists. Likewise, ever since 1859, men and women have had reasons, for 

believing or rejecting Darwin's theories, which do not pertain simply to the theories themselves. 

Darwin made claims about who we, the human race, actually are. To this extent, he was the creator 

of a myth as powerful as that of the Bible. It is not surprising that his myth upsets and undermines 

the Biblical myth – which is why Creationists from the mid-nineteenth century onwards have felt 

cornered by Darwin and attacked him with irrational fervour.  

  

A. N. WILSON holds a prominent position in the world of literature and journalism. He is a prolific 

and award-winning biographer and celebrated novelist. His biography of Queen Victoria was used 

to create the international hit ITV series Victoria, on which he was also a consultant. He lives in 

North London.   

  

UK publication date: Hodder & Stoughton – September 2017  

 

Praise for A. N. Wilson:   

‘Subtle, thoughtful ... a shimmering and rather wonderful biography’ – Guardian on Victoria  

  

‘This won't be the last biography of Victoria but it is certainly the most interesting and original in a 

long time’ – Sunday Times on Victoria  

  

‘A. N. Wilson has written a sympathetic but by no means hagiographic biography of her that will 

probably overturn many people's prejudiced conception of her... Wilson's picture of her is a rounded 

one, with her vices and virtue’ – The Times on Victoria  

  

‘This is a work of genius’ – The Times on The Book of the People   

  

‘An elegant and insightful book’ – The Independent on The Book of the People  

  

Rights sales for Charles Darwin: US (Harper Collins), Simplified Chinese (Jiangsu People’s Publishing 

House)  

  

Agent:  Clare Alexander  
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Napoleon: 
The Man Behind the Myth 

by Adam Zamoyski 
 

More has been written about Napoleon than about any other man, yet 
even serious historians have been prone to partisan prejudice; the 
French tending to glorify him, the British to cricitise, with other nations 
molding him to fit their own narratives. Out of this crossfire of 
prejudice, Adam Zamoyski seeks to rediscover Napoleon, not as a 
superhuman, but as a man.  
 
In the 1790s Napoleon entered a world at war.  It was a struggle for 
supremacy and survival in which every state in Europe acted out of self-

interest, breaking treaties and shamelessly betraying allies, and the republic Napoleon inherited upon 
ascending to First Consul of France in 1799 was little short of chaotic. Yet by the end of fifteen years’ rule, 
the boy from an island backwater had not only become one of the most powerful figures in European 
history, but had changed the structural and institutional model of the modern western state, and been 
embraced as a messiah by the most progressive society in Europe. 
 
Using verifiable primary sources in their original language, Zamoyski examines what drove and enabled 
Napoleon. In a brilliant evocation of a time and a man, Zamoyski strips away the myth and pieces together 
the life of the person who was Napoleone Buonaparte: examining how he achieved all that he did – and 
how ultimately, he undid it all.  

ADAM ZAMOYSKI is a historian, academic and the author of the best-selling 1812: Napoleon’s Fatal 
March on Moscow and its sequel Rites of Peace: The Fall of Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna, as well as several 
other acclaimed works on key figures and aspects of European history.   

UK publication date: HarperCollins – September 2018 

Praise for Adam Zamoyski: 

‘Vivid, terrifying and often quite funny’ – The Times on Phantom Terror 
 
‘Scintillating and original’ – Economist on Phantom Terror 

‘Excellent and authoritative… Such an extraordinary national trajectory demands an accessible and 
scholarly accounting. Zamoyski succeeds admirably in providing both’ – Daily Telegraph on Poland: A 
History 

‘Magnificent… both an intellectual and a literary joy to read… the work of an accomplished raconteur 
and a formidable scholar. I doubt there will be many more important or rewarding books than this 
published this year’ – The Times on Rites of Peace 
 

Rights sales for Napoleon: US (Basic Books), France (Piranha Sahl), Germany (Beck), Netherlands 

(Balans), Poland (Wydawnictwo Literackie) 

  

Agent:  Clare Alexander  

 


