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FICTION

A Country Road, A Tree
by Jo Baker
From the best-selling author of Longbourn, a stunning new novel that follows an
unnamed writer – Samuel Beckett – whose life and extraordinary literary gift are
permanently shaped in the forge of war.
When war breaks out in Europe in 1939, a young, unknown writer journeys from
his home in neutral Ireland to conflict-ridden Paris and is drawn into the maelstrom. With him we experience the hardships yet stubborn vibrancy at the heart of
Europe during the Nazis’ rise to power; his friendships with James Joyce and other
luminaries; his quietly passionate devotion to the Frenchwoman who will become
his lifelong companion; his secret work for the French Resistance and narrow escapes from the Gestapo; his flight from occupied Paris to the countryside; and the
rubble of his life after liberation.
And through it all we are witness to the workings of a uniquely brilliant mind struggling to create a language that will express his experience of this shattered world.
Here is a remarkable story of survival and determination, and a portrait of the extremes of human experience alchemized into timeless art.
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Noonday
by Pat Barker
In Noonday, Pat Barker - the Man Booker-winning author of the definitive WWI
trilogy, Regeneration - turns for the first time to WWII.
‘Afterwards, it was the horses she remembered, galloping towards them out of the orangestreaked darkness, their manes and tails on fire...’
London, the Blitz, autumn 1940. As the bombs fall on the blacked-out city, ambulance driver Elinor Brooke races from bomb sites to hospitals trying to save the lives
of injured survivors, working alongside former friend Kit Neville, while her husband Paul works as an air-raid warden.
Once fellow students at the Slade School of Fine Art, before the First World War
destroyed the hopes of their generation, they now find themselves caught in another
war, this time at home. As the bombing intensifies, the constant risk of death makes
all three of them reach out for quick consolation. Old loves and obsessions re-surface until Elinor is brought face to face with an almost impossible choice.
Completing the story of Elinor Brooke, Paul Tarrant and Kit Neville, begun with
Life Class and continued with Toby’s Room, Noonday is both a stand-alone novel and
the climax of a trilogy. Writing about the Second World War for the first time, Pat
Barker brings the besieged and haunted city of London into electrifying life in her
most powerful novel since the Regeneration trilogy.
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Beatlebone
by Kevin Barry
‘He will spend three days alone on his island. That is all that he asks . . . John is so many
miles from love now and home. This is the story of his strangest trip.’
John owns a tiny island off the west coast of Ireland. Maybe it is there that he can at
last outrun the shadows of his past.
The tale of a wild journey into the world and a wild journey within, Beatlebone is
a mystery box of a novel. It’s a portrait of an artist at a time of creative strife. It is
most of all a sad and beautiful comedy from one of the most gifted stylists now at
work.’
Kevin Barry is the author of the novel City of Bohane and two short story collections, Dark Lies the Island and There Are Little Kingdoms. He has won the IMPAC Dublin City Literary Award, the Sunday Times EFG Short Story Award, the
European Union Prize for Literature and many other prizes, and is published in 14
languages.
‘The most arresting and original writer to emerge from these islands in years’ – Irvine
Welsh
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Spill Simmer Falter Wither
by Sara Baume
Longlisted for the Guardian First Book Award 2015
‘You find me on a Tuesday, on my Tuesday trip to town. A note sellotaped to the inside of
the jumble-shop window: COMPASSIONATE & TOLERANT OWNER. A PERSON
WITHOUT OTHER PETS & WITHOUT CHILDREN UNDER FOUR.’
A misfit man finds a misfit dog. Ray, aged fifty-seven, ‘too old for starting over, too
young for giving up’, and One Eye, a vicious little bugger, smaller than expected,
a good ratter. Both are accustomed to being alone, unloved, outcast – but they
quickly find in each other a strange companionship. As spring turns to summer,
their relationship grows and intensifies, until a savage act forces them to abandon
the precarious life they’d established, and take to the road.
Spill Simmer Falter Wither is a wholly different kind of love story: a devastating
portrait of loneliness, loss and friendship, and of the scars that are more than skindeep. Written with tremendous empathy and insight, in lyrical language that surprises and delights, this is an extraordinary and heartbreaking debut by a major new
talent
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Swallowed by the Cold
by Jensen Beach
Set in a Swedish village on the Baltic, these interlocking stories portray characters besieged by disasters both national and personal—a fatal cycling accident, a
drowned ice-skater, a marina set aflame, the assassination of the foreign minister,
and, years ago, the Soviet bombing of Stockholm.
Reeling from these tragedies, Beach’s characters again and again find themselves
estranged from those they’re closest to, and drawn to the comfort of strangers.
A drunken, lonely mother wishfully believes her new neighbor to be the daughter of her dead lover. A one-armed tennis player and a motherless girl reckon with
death amid a rainstorm. And, happening upon a car crash, a young woman becomes
unaccountably close with the victim, even as he slides into a coma and her marriage
falls into jeopardy.
By turns tender and austere, these stories evoke Denis Johnson’s Jesus’ Son in their
moments of intimacy forged by calamity. For their interplay between individual and
collective memory, they recall the work of W.G. Sebald. Most of all, though, they
confirm the arrival of a distinctive and devastatingly talented voice in contemporary
fiction.
‘Jensen Beach is a master of linguistic restraint, a writer whose precision, empathy, and
relentless honesty form the spine of this extraordinary work of fiction.’ – Jack Livings

US Publication date: May 2016
US		

Graywolf (Ethan Nosowsky)

House of Dreams
by Fanny Blake
It’s only a long weekend – what could possibly go wrong?
In the hilltop villa with its spectacular views across rolling countryside to the straits
of Gibraltar, Lucy anxiously awaits the arrival of her brother and sister. They’re
spending the weekend together to say farewell to Casa de Sueños, the house in the
mountains of southern Spain where they grew up.
Her sister, Jo, landing at the airport with her fractious four-year-old, dreads the
prospect of this time with her family, fulfilling their mother’s last instructions that
they celebrate her birthday party together – only this time their mother won’t be
there.
Tom, their brother, is filled with dread, remembering only the chaos of his bohemian upbringing and wanting nothing more than for their stay to go without a hitch.
Then a beautiful face from his past appears at the villa...
Over one long, hot week weekend, past secrets will spill out, making the siblings
question themselves, the choices they’ve made and where their future lies in this
gorgeous new novel from Fanny Blake.
‘House of Dreams is a heart-warming tale of family secrets slowly revealed in a beautiful
Spanish setting. A compelling and delightful read.’ – Santa Montefiore

UK Publication date: November 2015
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Orion (Kate Mills)

Addlands
by Tom Bullough
‘addlands (i.e., headlands):
the border of plough land which is ploughed last of all.’
- W. H. Howse, Radnorshire.
Addlands tells of two generations of the Hamer family working The Funon Farm.
From the ancient blue silence in the hills to the encroaching roar of modernity,
Addlands tells of human and animal, Bora and fauna, and it speaks of the land and
lets the land speak for itself. There is Idris, stubborn, strong, a man of the plough
and the prayer-sheet, haunted by the war. Then comes Oliver, a near mythic giant
bestriding the landscape, a fighter, a man of the hills as hard as the prehistoric stone.
Then there is Etty, Oliver’s mother, the centre of this close constellation, watching
new technologies and old ways converge on the farm and on the life of her son.
Addlands is instantly a classic of rural British fiction. It is as vast and complex as a
symphony but as pure and moving as a solo voice in an empty church.
Addlands is a map of the efforts and customs that bind a community together, but
also threaten to drive it apart. It shows hidden power lines of superstition, tradition
and belief, strung above a humming cross-stitch of family secrets and woven into
the cables, wires, tracks and roads of an agricultural community. As much a book
about birdsong as it is about closing time brawls, Addlands’ beauty is in the clear
truth of its language and the sheer humane depth of its inquiries. It is a miraculous
book which unfurls at the speed of life and bathes its reader in a rare golden light.
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Eleven Hours
by Pamela Erens
From the critically acclaimed author of The Virgins.
Lore arrives at the hospital alone—no husband, no partner, no friends. Her birth
plan is explicit: she wants no fetal monitor, no IV, no epidural. Franckline, a nurse
in the maternity ward—herself on the verge of showing—is patient with the girl.
She knows what it’s like to worry that something might go wrong, and she understands the pain when it does. She knows as well as anyone the severe challenge of
childbirth, what it does to the mind and the body.
Eleven Hours is the story of two soon-to-be mothers who, in the midst of a difficult
labor, must reckon with their pasts and inure to their futures. Lore must disentangle
herself from a love triangle; Franckline must move beyond past traumas to accept
the life that’s waiting for her. Pamela Erens moves seamlessly between their fast,
begrudging friendship and the memories evoked by so intense an experience: for
Lore, the father of her child and her former best friend; for Franckline, the family in
Haiti she’s exiled from. At turns urgent and lyrical, Erens’s novel is a visceral portrait
of childbirth, and a vivid rendering of the way we approach motherhood—with fear
and joy, anguish and awe.
‘With Eleven Hours Pamela Erens solidifies her standing as one of the most gifted fiction
writers we have. This exploration of a woman’s time in labor is at once gritty and graceful, harrowing and compassionate. It is no small challenge to make a subject as old as life
itself feel newly observed and newly revelatory, but Erens does exactly that and more.’
– Robin Black

US Publication date: May 2016
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Where My Heart Used to Beat
by Sebastian Faulks
On a small island off the south coast of France, Robert Hendricks, an English doctor who has seen the best and the worst the twentieth century had to offer, is forced
to confront the events that made up his life.
His host, and antagonist, is Alexander Pereira, a man whose time is running out,
but who seems to know more about his guest than Hendricks himself does.
The search for sanity takes us through the war in Italy in 1944, a passionate love
that seems to hold out hope, the great days of idealistic work in the 1960s and
finally – unforgettably – back into the trenches of the Western Front.
The recurring themes of Sebastian Faulks’s fiction are here brought together with
a new stylistic brilliance as the novel casts a long, baleful light over the century we
have left behind but may never fully understand. Daring, ambitious and in the end
profoundly moving, this is Faulks’s most remarkable book yet.
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What Belongs to You
by Garth Greenwell
‘With What Belongs to You American literature is richer by one masterpiece. The character Mitko is unforgettable, as all myths are. He reigns at the heart of this book, surrounded by the magic flames of desire.’ – Edmund White
Garth Greenwell’s debut novel is the exquisitely rendered story of a young American’s illicit romance in Bulgaria and the harrowing upbringing that first drove him
abroad. In a dank bathroom stall in Sofia’s National Palace of Culture, our narrator
first encounters Mitko, a 23-year-old male prostitute with a bad liver, a criminal
bent, and an irresistibly carnal aura.
Two years later, he finds contentment in a new, more conventional relationship,
only for Mitko to reappear, his unshakable presence both a tonic and a plague.
Intoxicating and atmospheric, What Belongs to You is a stirring account of lust and
loneliness abroad.
‘In his spare, haunting novel, Garth Greenwell take sa well-known narrative – an American in Eastern Europe; his infatuation with a local huster – and finds new meaning in
it. A poetic, searching and compassionate meditation on the slipperiness of desire, the impossibility of salvation, and the forces of shame, guilt, and yearning that often accompany
love, all rendered in language as beautiful and vivid as poetry.’ – Hanya Yanagihara

UK & US Publication date: January 2016
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The Pier Falls and Other Stories
by Mark Haddon
A seaside pier collapses.
An expedition to Mars goes terribly wrong.
A thirty stone man is confined to his living room.
One woman is abandoned on a tiny island in the middle of the ocean.
Another woman is saved from drowning.
Two boys discover a gun in a shoebox.
A group of explorers find a cave of unimaginable size deep in the Amazon jungle.
A man shoots a stranger in the chest on Christmas Eve.
The Pier Falls is a brilliant new collection of stories by bestselling, prize-winning
author Mark Haddon.
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High Dive
by Jonathan Lee
‘High Dive is a fascinating look into a troubled past. In taut scene after taut scene, with
a fine style and wit among the carnage, Jonathan Lee does service to history and the
novel both.’ – Joshua Ferris
‘A completely absorbing novel about the lives of people who struggle in small and massive
ways. Lee’s writing is poignant, fluid, and very funny.’ – Evie Wyld
‘Lee is a writer of stylish concision, humour, wisdom and danger’ – Colin Barrett
In September 1984, a man calling himself Roy Walsh checked into The Grand
Hotel in Brighton, England, and planted a bomb in room 629. The device, set on a
long delay timer that pushed the limits of engineering skill at that time, was primed
to explode in twenty-four days, six hours and six minutes, when intelligence had
confirmed that Margaret Thatcher and her whole cabinet would be staying in the
hotel.
Taking us inside one of the 20th century’s most ambitious assassination attempts
– “making history personal,” as one character puts it – Lee’s novel moves between
the luxurious hospitality of a British tourist town and the troubled city of Belfast,
Ireland, at the height of the armed struggle between the Irish Republican Army and
those loyal to the UK government.
Jonathan Lee has been described as ‘a major new voice in British fiction’ (Guardian)
and here, in supple prose that makes room for laughter as well as tears, he offers a
darkly intimate portrait of how the ordinary unfolds into tragedy.
UK Publication date: November 2015
UK		
Germany
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Dinosaurs on Other Planets
by Danielle McLaughlin
A woman battles bluebottles as she plots an ill-judged encounter with a stranger; a
young husband commutes a treacherous route to his job in the city, fearful for the
wife and small daughter he has left behind; a mother struggles to understand her
nine-year-old son’s obsession with dead birds and the apocalypse.
In Danielle McLaughlin’s stories, the world is both beautiful and alien. Men and
women negotiate their surroundings as a tourist might navigate a distant country:
watchfully, with a mixture of wonder and apprehension. Here are characters living
lives in translation, ever at the mercy of distortions and misunderstandings, striving to make sense both of the spaces they inhabit and of the people they share them
with.
Danielle McLaughlin’s stories have appeared in publications including the New
Yorker, the Stinging Fly and the Irish Times, as well as various anthologies. She has
won the Willesden Short Story Prize, the Merriman Short Story Competition in
memory of Maeve Binchy and the Dromineer Literary Festival short story competition. Dinosaurs on Other Planets is her first collection.
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The Bone Hunters
by Robert Mrazek
The award-winning author of Valhalla brings back archaeologist Lexy Vaughan and
retired Air Force officer Steve Macaulay, as they race to save a priceless discovery
from disappearing forever.…
One of the greatest archaeological finds of all time, Peking Man, the 780,000-yearold remains of our earliest known human ancestor, disappeared during World War
II from a cargo ship bound for America.
Now the Chinese government is fighting to keep a new religion from taking hold—
a faith based on the belief that Peking Man is God. And they dispatch ruthless
operatives to find and destroy the world’s most priceless fossil.
But the U.S. government has its own team on the hunt. From the mountains of Bavaria to the jungles of Central America and across the vast Pacific, Professor Barnaby
Finchem, his brilliant protégé, Lexy Vaughan, and pilot Steve Macaulay will brave
the wrath of nature and of man to win a race against unbridled tyranny.…

The Robbins Office, Inc.
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Liquidator
by Andy Mulligan
LIQUIDATOR! The brand-new, delicious and wildly popular energy drink. “For
those who wanna win!” The company that makes it is set to earn a fortune, with
its global launch climaxing at an international rock concert that will SHAKE the
planet. The only problem? An innocent child is dying.
Meet Vicky and her class-mates - their work experience is about to spin totally out
of control as they uncover a secret that could change the world. And put them all
in mortal danger ...From the award-winning author of TRASH comes an actionpacked thriller full of danger, hilarity and - above all - friendship.
Andy Mulligan was born and brought up in London. He worked as a theatre director for ten years before travels in Asia prompted him to retrain as a teacher. He has
taught English and drama in India, Brazil, Vietnam, the Philippines and the UK.
He now lives in England, and is writing full time. His first novel Ribblestrop was
shortlisted for the Roald Dahl Funny Prize; his second, Return to Ribblestrop, won
the Guardian Children’s Fiction prize. Trash was shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal
and has been published in twenty-eight languages. It will soon be a major motion
picture.
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The Little Red Chairs
by Edna O’Brien
Ten years on from her last novel, Edna O’Brien reminds us why she is thought to be
one of the great Irish writers of this and any generation.
When a wanted war criminal from the Balkans, masquerading as a faith healer,
settles in a small west coast Irish village, the community are in thrall. One woman,
Fidelma McBride, falls under his spell and in this astonishing novel, Edna O’Brien
charts the consequences of that fatal attraction.
The Little Red Chairs is a story about love, the artifice of evil, and the terrible necessity of accountability in our shattered, damaged world. A narrative which dares to
travel deep into the darkness has produced a book of enormous emotional intelligence and courage.
Written with a fierce lyricism and sensibility, The Little Red Chairs dares to suggest
there is a way back to redemption and hope when great evil is done. Almost six decades on from her debut, Edna O’Brien has produced what may be her masterpiece
in the novel form.

Ed Victor Ltd.
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The Maker of Swans
by Paraic O’Donnell
‘It is no small matter, after all, to create something - to make it so only by setting down
the words. We forget the magnitude, sometimes, of that miracle.’
Mr Crowe was once the toast of the finest salons. A man of learning and means, he
travelled the world, enthralling all who met him.
Now, Mr Crowe devotes himself to earthly pleasures. He has retreated to his sprawling country estate, where he lives with Clara, his mysterious young ward, and Eustace, his faithful manservant. His great library gathers dust and his once magnificent
gardens grow wild.
But Mr Crowe and his extraordinary gifts have not been entirely forgotten. When
he acts impetuously over a woman, he attracts the attention of Dr Chastern, the figurehead of a secret society to which Crowe still belongs. Chastern comes to Crowe’s
estate to call him to account, and what follows will threaten everything he cares for;
it is up to Clara to understand and harness the powers she has, if she is to save them
all.
Paraic O’Donnell read English & French literature at University College Dublin
and holds an M.Phil. in Linguistics from Trinity College, Dublin. He lives in Wicklow, Ireland with his wife and two children. The Maker of Swans is his first novel.
‘Compulsive reading … rich, strange, beautiful’ – Helen Macdonald

UK Publication date: February 2016
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The Other Mrs Walker
by Mary Paulson-Ellis
Christmas 2010 and Edinburgh is gripped by the second worst winter on record.
People are dropping like flies and the mortuary is full. In a flat on the outskirts of
the city an unknown woman dies, unnoticed and alone. She leaves behind a green
dress bearing a last few remaining sequins, a brazil nut with the Ten Commandments etched into its shell and a single orange.
The story follows Margaret Penny as she attempts to unravel the secrets of her client
(deceased). Margaret has a job finding families for dead people: the disreputable, the
neglected, the abandoned, the lost. Or at least those who have died with no one else
to take them on. Her instructions are to uncover paperwork, but all the woman has
left behind are objects.
And the real story of the life of the deceased doesn’t lie in paperwork. It lies in an
orange that accompanies the birth of twins in 1929, a brazil nut that appears in
1937 and disappears in 1953, a green dress that is the star of the show in 1960 and
a photograph of a new baby called Margaret, born in 1962.
As Margaret attempts to discover the identity of the dead woman, every object
tells a rather different story that takes us back in time. These are stories Margaret’s
estranged mother, Barbara, has never wanted told and by the end of the novel the
reader will know the identity of the deceased, although Margaret will never truly
understand how closely the dead woman’s story is entwined with her own.

UK Publication date: April 2016
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Mantle (Maria Rejt)

The Butchers of Berlin
by Chris Petit
Berlin 1943. August Schlegel lives in a world full of questions. Why is he being
called out on a homicide case when he works in financial crimes? Why did the old
Jewish solider who won a medal for bravery in a previous war shoot the block warden in the eye, then put a bullet through his own head? Why does Schlegel persist
with the case when no one cares about what is happening to the Jews anyway? And
why does Schlegel keep losing his hat?
Then one day Eiko Morgen appears in his office, wearing the dreaded black uniform
of the SS, saying he has been assigned to work with Schlegel. Here is another man
who appears to want answers.
Corpses, dressed with fake money, bodies flayed beyond recognition: are these routine murders committed out of rage or is someone trying to tell them something?
Schlegel and Morgen form an uneasy alliance in their efforts to make practical and
metaphysical sense of a world turned on its head, where truth can be bought as easily as goods on the black market, where anyone can disappear into the black holes
known as the camps, where paranoia, persecution, and pursuit rule, and warped and
clever minds play with the memory of other atrocities committed far away.
So how do you solve a succession of terrible killings in a world where murder is
sanctioned at the highest level, and nobody wants to ask too many questions?
Except for Schlegel and Morgan…

UK Publication date: May 2016
UK		

Simon & Schuster (Ian Chapman)

Scarpia
by Piers Paul Read
Man is a delicate mechanism. he can easily be set off course.
It is the late 18th century and a young Sicilian nobleman, Vitellio Scarpia, finds
himself penniless and in disgrace on the streets of Rome. After leaving his home to
pursue a military career, his impulsive and undisciplined nature has led to his expulsion from Spanish royal guard, and he must now seek his fortune in Italy; a fortune
inseparably bound up with the ruler of the Eternal City, the Pope.
Scarpia enrols in the Papal army and becomes the lover of an alluring countess who
introduces him into Roman society with its blend of religiosity, sophistication and
intrigue. Half-enthralled, half-appalled, Scarpia enjoys the life of the decadent city,
learning in due course that as an unsophisticated provincial he is no match for the
worldliness of Rome.
Patronized by a powerful Cardinal, Scarpia is sent on a mission to Venice, where
he encounters the beautiful, exquisitely gifted singer, Floria Tosca. As the armies of
revolutionary France invade Italy, and war and revolution engulf the whole peninsula, the lives of the two become fatefully entwined.
Piers Paul Read brilliantly reimagines the infamous villain of Puccini’s opera, Tosca,
telling a story that shines a light into the dusty corridors of history and the dark
corners of the human soul.

UK Publication date: May 2016
UK		
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The Heirs
by Susan Rieger
Eleanor and Rupert Falkes are that rare, perfect union of mutual benefit. Together
they have five handsome, healthy and talented sons who have been successfully positioned to take over the world. The Five Famous, Fierce, Forceful, Faithful, Fabled,
Fortunate, Fearless Falkes: Harry, Will, Sam, Jack and Tom.
They’ve always had it all, but most importantly, they’ve always had each other. Each
son has been shaped by pedigree, station and their relative birth order. Outspoken,
brash Harry has always led the pack, followed by intellectual and competitive Will,
analytical and stoic Sam, driven and single-minded Jack, and the youngest, compassionate and sensitive Tom. All fiercely independent and yet permanently tied to one
another, they have grown up and have families of their own.
The Five have inherited their advantages from Rupert and Eleanor. But when Rupert dies, an unfamiliar woman comes forward, claiming part of his estate on behalf
of her two sons, born of an alleged affair with Rupert many years before. The Falkes
boys are confronted with an unpleasant possibility: that their parents’ relationship –
admiring, loving, something to strive for – was perhaps not exactly what it seemed.
And it that were true, who are they?
From the author of the highly successful The Divorce Papers comes an exquisitely
written, sharply observed novel about the realities of family and life in the upper
echelons of Manhattan society.

The Robbins Office, Inc.
Manuscript due: December 2015
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Crown (Molly Stern/Lindsay Sagnette)

Tenement
by Colin Thubron
A house is burning. Its six tenants include a failed priest, a naturalist, a neurosurgeon and an invalid dreaming of his anxious boyhood. Their landlord’s relationship
to them is both intimate and shadowy. At times he shares their preoccupations and
memories. He will share their fate.
In Tenement the passions and obsessions in a dying house loom and shift, from the
hallucinating drug addict in the basement to the landlord training his telescope on
the night skies. The tenants’ stories range through an African refugee camp, Greek
Orthodox monasteries and the cremation-grounds of India - stories that may carry
the seeds of their own delusion.
Memory haunts them: its enigmatic flashes of recovery, even its severing under the
surgeon’s knife. Their lives may shrivel to neurotic dreams or expand to the infinite,
in a novel of exquisite beauty and lingering mystery.
Tenement is Colin Thubron’s fictive masterpiece.

UK Publication date: Late 2016
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Chatto & Windus (Clara Farmer)

A Little Life
by Hanya Yanagihara
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2015
‘Remarkable. . . . An epic study of trauma and friendship written with such intelligence
and depth of perception that it will be one of the benchmarks against which all other
novels that broach those subjects (and they are legion) will be measured. . . . A Little Life
announces [Yanagihara] as a major American novelist.’ – The Wall Street Journal
A stunning novel from one of the most exciting new voices in literature, A Little
Life follows four college classmates as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. Broke, adrift, and buoyed only by their friendship and ambition, over the
decades their relationships deepen and darken, tinged by addiction, success, and
pride. The constant at the center of the group is their unshakable love for the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn
to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction of love and friendship in the twentyfirst century, A Little Life is a novel about the families we are born into, and those
that we make for ourselves.
‘Utterly gripping. Wonderfully romantic and sometimes harrowing, A Little Life kept me
reading late into the night, night after night.’ – Edmund White
‘Spellbinding . . . . An exquisitely written, complex triumph.’ – O Magazine
‘Drawn in extraordinary detail by incantatory prose. . . . Affecting and transcendent.’
–The Washington Post
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Dancing with the Devil in the City of God
Rio de Janeiro on the Brink

by Juliana Barbassa
A deeply reported and beautifully written biography of the seductive, chaotic city of
Rio de Janeiro from prizewinning journalist and Brazilian native Juliana Barbassa.
After twenty-one years abroad, Juliana Barbassa returned to Rio to find the city that
once ravaged by inflation, drug wars, corrupt leaders, and dying neighborhoods was
now on the precipice of a major change.
Rio has always aspired to the pantheon of global capitals, and under the spotlight of
the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 Olympic Games it seems that its moment has
come. But in order to prepare itself for the world stage, Rio must vanquish the entrenched problems that Barbassa recalls from her childhood. Turning this beautiful
but deeply flawed place into a predictable, pristine showcase of the best that Brazil
has to offer in just a few years is a tall order—and with the whole world watching,
the stakes couldn’t be higher.
This kaleidoscopic portrait of Rio introduces the reader to the people who make up
this city of extremes, revealing their aspirations and their grit, their violence, their
hungers and their splendor, and shedding light on the future of this city they are
building together.
Dancing with the Devil in the City of God is an insider perspective into a city on the
brink from a native daughter whose life, hopes, and fortunes are entwined with
those of the city she portrays.
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Eruption

The Eddy Van Halen Story

by Paul Brannigan
An intimate examination of a true musical icon, Eruption turns up the volume on a
life lived in popular music’s fast lane.
Eddie Van Halen is the most influential guitarist since Jimi Hendrix, his incendiary playing transformed a Pasadena covers band into one of the world’s best-known
groups. Just as The Beach Boys soundtracked California in the 1960s, and The
Eagles the ‘70s, the 1980s belonged to Van Halen.
Today Eddie Van Halen’s plaque on the Hollywood Walk Of Fame sits between
those of Jimi Hendrix and Slash, and one of his iconic, homemade guitars is on display in the Smithsonian Museum. Yet, despite his band racking up in excess of 80
million albums worldwide the guitarist once described himself to Paul Brannigan as
‘the most insecure fuck you’ll ever meet in your life’. There is much the world does
not yet know about the complicated, reclusive guitar hero…
Drawing upon first-hand interviews with Eddie and those closest to him, Eruption
will reveal his full, extraordinary story for the first time, and his band’s pivotal role
in shaping the future of American music.
A former editor of Kerrang!, Paul Brannigan is the author of Sunday Times bestseller
This Is A Call: The Life and Times of Dave Grohl. Along with Ian Winwood he also
wrote the acclaimed two volume biography of Metallica, Birth School Metallica
Death (a Sunday Times, Independent and NME best music book of 2013) and Into
The Black: The Inside Story of Metallica 1991-2014.
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How to Write Like Tolstoy

A Journey into the Minds of our Greatest Writers

by Richard Cohen
How to Write like Tolstoy is an unusual book about the craft of writing that is as
pleasurable to read as the great books it examines. Richard Cohen is our charming
and avuncular guide through literature; as an author, editor and former publishers
he is uniquely positioned to explore the mechanics of effective writing.
Based on a series of lectures he delivered to Creative Writing students at Kingston
University, this book transcends genre and become something utterly delightful.
Part manual, part literary exploration and part memoir, How to Write Like Tolstoy
reveals the scaffolding behind our most beloved novels.
In his effort to explain how the literary giants work their magic, Cohen takes us on
a tour d’horizon of the world’s best authors, spanning Tolstoy (of course!), Dickens,
Faulkner and Hemingway, Proust and Flaubert – but also Stephen King, Jonathan
Franzen, Hilary Mantel and Ann Beattie, Malcolm Gladwell and Kate Atkinson.
He considers vexing issues like plot development, character, dialogue and even
writing about sex and patiently shows us how the most accomplished novelists can
stumble on the path to greatness.
At once funny, instructive and inspiring, How to Write Like Tolstoy teaches writers
how to improve their work – and reminds readers why they love nothing more than
a good book.
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The Ghosts of K2

The Epic Saga of the First Ascent

by Mick Conefrey
At 28,251 ft, K2 might be almost 800 ft shorter than Everest, but it’s a far harder
climb.
In this definitive account, Mick Conefrey grippingly describes the early attempts to
reach the summit and provides a fascinating exploration fo the first ascent’s complex
legacy. From the drug-addled Aleister Crowley to Achille Compagnoni and Lindo
Lacadelli, the Italian duo who finally made it to the summit, The Ghosts of K2 charts
how a slew of great men became fixated on this legendary mountain.
Through exclusive interviews with surviving team members and their families, and
unrivalled access to diaries and letters that have been archived around the world,
Conefrey evokes the true atmosphere of the Savage Mountain and explores why it
remains the ‘mountaineer’s mountain’, despite a history steeped in controversy and
death. Wrought with tension, and populated by tragic heroes and eccentric dreamers, The Ghosts of K2 is a masterpiece of mountaineering literature.
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Fallen Glory: The Lives And Deaths Of Twenty Lost

Buildings From The Tower Of Babel To The Twin Towers

by James Crawford
Buildings are more like us than we realise. They can be born into wealth or poverty,
enjoying every privilege or struggling to make ends meet. They have parents -- gods,
kings and emperors, governments, visionaries and madmen -- as well as friends and
enemies. They have duties and responsibilities. They can endure crises of faith and
purpose. They can succeed or fail. They can live. And, sooner or later, they die.
In Fallen Glory, James Crawford uncovers the biographies of some of the world’s
most fascinating lost and ruined buildings, from the dawn of civilisation to the
cyber era. The lives of these iconic structures were packed with drama and intrigue;
they were soap operas on the grandest scale, combining war and religion, politics
and art, love and betrayal, catastrophe and hope. Frequently their afterlives have
been no less dramatic -- their memories used and abused down the millennia for
purposes both sacred and profane. They provide the stage for a startling array of
characters, including Gilgamesh, the Cretan Minotaur, Agamemnon, Julius Caesar, Genghis Khan, Henry VIII, Catherine the Great, Adolf Hitler, and even Bruce
Springsteen.
Ranging from the deserts of Iraq, the banks of the Nile and the cloud forests of
Peru, to the great cities of Jerusalem, Istanbul, Paris, Rome, London and New
York, Fallen Glory is a unique guide to a world of vanished architecture. And, by
picking through the fragments of our past, it asks what history s scattered ruins can
tell us about our own future.

Maggie Pearlstine Associates Ltd.
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A Woman On the Edge of Time
A Son’s Search For His Mother

by Jeremy Gavron
“Gavron has written a book as brave and honest as it is heart-stopping and gripping.
With the meticulousness of a detective and the heart and soul of an abandoned son, he
sets out to examine a family tragedy so raw and agonising that it is rarely talked, let
alone written, about. I felt for him – and every man, woman and child in this book –
whilst at the same time finding myself unable to put it down.’– Julie Myerson
“He brings to this, the story of his mother’s suicide when he was four years old, a particular burning, restless intelligence. The result is a memoir of devastating, heartbreaking
power: I had to put my life on hold to finish it.” – Maggie O’Farrell
“Jeremy Gavron’s impressive, tough yet affecting investigation into his mother’s suicide at
the age of twenty-nine in 1965 is such a story. Hannah Gavron was one of the brightest
and most vivid young women of her generation - I know because it was my generation
too… This is such a fine and beautiful book. A testament to a lost mother, and times
past.” – Carmen Callil
“I’m quite overwhelmed by the artistry of this memoir/detective story/sociological study.
It is in essence a reconstruction of his mother’s life - the mother he lost when he was
four years old - but it’s not only about his mother, and what drove her to kill herself at
twenty-nine. It is about so much more. About women - vibrant, ambitious, intelligent
women, who came of age in the 50’s in that precarious post-war decade before feminism
took hold. It is a beautifully written and remarkably honest book that many women will
identify with - what it means to try to have it all, while society does nothing to support
you. I found it deeply moving, insightful, and gripping.” – Esther Freud
UK Publication date: November 2015
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The Brain Electric: The Dramatic High-Tech Race to
Merge Minds and Machines

by Malcolm Gay
The gripping and revelatory story of the dramatic race to merge the human brain
with machines
Leading neuroscience researchers are racing to unlock the secrets of the mind. On
the cusp of decoding brain signals that govern motor skills, they are developing
miraculous technologies to enable paraplegics and wounded soldiers to move prosthetic limbs, and the rest of us to manipulate computers and other objects through
thought alone. These fiercely competitive scientists are vying for Defense Department and venture capital funding, prestige, and great wealth.
Part life-altering cure, part science fiction, part military dream, these cutting-edge
brain-computer interfaces promise to improve lives but also hold the potential to
augment soldiers’ combat capabilities. In The Brain Electric, Malcolm Gay follows
the dramatic emergence of these technologies, taking us behind the scenes into
the operating rooms, start-ups, and research labs where the future is unfolding.
With access to many of the field’s top scientists, Gay illuminates this extraordinary
race where science, medicine, profit, and war converge for the first time. But this
isn’t just a story about technology. At the heart of this research is a group of brave,
vulnerable patient-volunteers whose lives are given new meaning through participating in these experiments. The Brain Electric asks us to rethink our relationship to
technology, our bodies, even consciousness itself challenging our assumptions about
what it means to be human.
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Killers of the Flower Moon

An American Crime and the Birth of the FBI

by David Grann
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were neither Parisians nor
New Yorkers: they were Oklahoma’s Osage Indians. Oil had been discovered beneath their land in Osage County and 2229 designated Osage Indians were granted
headrights that provided a percentage of the revenues pouring in from oil companies. The tribe, whose wealth was enviously chronicled in society magazines, defied
the long-standing stereotypes of Native Americans: they often rode in chauffeured
Cadillacs, built mansions and sent their children to study in Europe.
Then, mysteriously, they began to be killed off. Some were poisoned, others were
shot of beaten to death.
Many who dared to investigate the killings met a similar fate – gunned down, suffocated, one lawyer tossed from a speeding train. In desperation, the Osage turned to
the newly created Bureau of Investigation, becoming the FBI’s first major homicide
case. Yet corruption from oil money permeated even the FBI and the White House.
David Grann reveals a culture of killers in which every element of society was complicit. His thrilling investigative reportage stands as a fascinating 20th century tale
of the corrosive effects of oil.
David Grann’s The Lost City of Z is being made into a major motion picture starring
Charlie Hunnam, Robert Pattison and Sienna Miller. Release planned for 2016
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Marriages are Made in Bond Street
by Penrose Halson
In 1986, after a career in writing, editing and teaching, Penrose Halson became the
last proprietress of a marriage bureau.
Now, she tells the story of the bureau’s first 10 years, starting with its redoubtable
founders Mary Oliver and Heather Jenner, who came up with the idea while sailing
back to England from India.
In the hot summer of 1939, with the Second World War looming, these two determined young women found a tiny office on London’s Bond Street and set about the
delicate business of match-making.
Drawing on the bureau’s extensive archives, Penrose tells their story, and that of
their clients. Here we meet gents with a ‘merry twinkle’, self-assured businessmen,
nervous spinsters, jolly farmers seeking ‘a nice quiet affekshunate girl,’ young women who look ‘exactly’ like Greta Garbo and Vivien Leigh, lonely American Gis and
a host of others, all longing to find ‘The One’.
And thanks to Heather and Mary and their unique way of ‘doing the mating’ (as
they called their attempts to match each client with the perfect partner) they almost
always did just that.
In the bestselling tradition of Call the Midwife and The Sugar Girls, Marriages Are
Made in Bond Street is a heart-warming insight into a world that has changed beyond all recognition. But even today, one truth remains: we are all looking for love.
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The Lost Boys

Inside Football’s Slave Trade

by Ed Hawkins
From South America and Africa, kids as young as 13 are leaving poverty-stricken
families for a new life in Europe, having been sold the vision of untold riches and
the trappings of professional football. This is football’s slave trade – the beautiful
game turned ugly.
Talent-spotted by scouts, they’re told they could be ‘the next big thing’, but the
reality is very different. Having spent their family’s life savings to join a much-hyped
academy, they discover the academies barely exist and that they have been exploited.
Only a tiny percentage of the hopefuls are chosen just to be coached for the slim
chance of a professional contract; the rest are abandoned. With no money to go
home – let alone the confidence to face their heartbroken families – the Lost Boys
find themselves stuck in the country they have been trafficked to, with crime often
their only means of survival.
From the author of Bookie Gambler Fixer Spy (shortlisted for the William Hill
Sports Book of the Year award and Wisden Cricketer’s Almanack 2013’s book of
the year), The Lost Boys exposes for the first time the anatomy of football’s humantrafficking scandal, the extent of the abuse, and how it ruins lives and threatens the
credibility of the sport. With unique access to a charity trying to rescue and repatriate the children and a special investigative unit set up to stem the problem, Ed
Hawkins explores one of the most serious and heart-rending issues in sport today.
Lost Boys is investigative journalism at its best: shocking, moving, and hoping to
make a real difference.
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Death on Earth

Adventures in Evolution and Mortality

by Jules Howard
As you read these words Planet Earth teems with trillions of life-forms, each going about their own business; eating, reproducing, thriving… Yet the life of almost
every single entity draws nearer and nearer to certain death. Why? Why is death
such a universal companion to life on Earth? Why haven’t animals evolved to break
free of its shackles?
In this ground-breaking exploration of death, Jules Howard attempts to shed evolutionary light on this, one of our biggest and most unshakeable taboos. Encountering
some of the world’s oldest animals, and meeting the scientists attempting to unravel
their mysteries, Jules also comes face-to-face with evolution’s outliers; the animals
that may one day avoid death altogether.
Written in his familiar engaging and humorous style, Jules’s journey inevitably ends
with our own fate: can we ever beome immortal? And even if we could, would we
really want to?

Jane Turnbull
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Capture

How Our Minds Sabotage Our Better Intentions

by David Kessler
In Capture, an expert in the science and psychology of addictions debuts his encompassing theory of obsessive behaviors, and explores how the impulse to self-harm
can actually hijack the logical mind. What he’s discovered is the common underpinning of human suffering, derived from a number of mental afflictions. Dr. Kessler
calls this mechanism “capture.”
Capture represents a tipping point: the moment when the rational mind loses control. Far from an unusual state, it’s something that we all succumb to from time to
time. It’s the feeling that keeps us up at night as we fixate on the details of a past
relationship or obsess over the itinerary for an important meeting the next day. And
this aspect of capture – its universality – is what interests Dr. Kessler the most. Once
he identified it, he saw it everywhere. In his view, capture permeates the entire history of human artistic expression.
The book traces how capture manifests in fiction, philosophy and religion. Kessler
also draws upon the latest thinking in psychology, medicine, and neuro- science,
and describes the intimate experiences of extremely intelligent, accom- plished people who are—or at some point were—stuck in capture’s throes.
Capture is a fascinating anthology of Western thought, as well as an exploration of
the most enduring human mystery of all: the mind.
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The Button Box
by Lynn Knight
I loved the rattle and whoosh of my grandma’s buttons as they scattered from their Quality Street tin.
A wooden chest the size of a shoe box, inlaid with geometric patterns, holds Lynn
Knight’s button collection, a collection that has been passed down through generations of women. Three tiny pearl buttons from her mother’s first dress after she was
adopted as a baby.
A chunky 60s era toggle from a favourite coat.
A jet button from a time of Victorian mourning.
Each button tells a story.
The Button Box traces the story of women at home and in work from pre-First
World War domesticity, through the first clerical girls in silk blouses, to the delights
of beading and glamour in the thirties to short skirts and sexual emancipation in the
sixties.
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Terra Firma Triptych
by Jonathan Ledgard
Terra Firma Triptych begins in a wilderness in South Sudan. J.M. Ledgard is here in
search of a still point, untouched by humankind—a goal complicated by the contingent of armed rangers accompanying him. Next, a trip through Rwanda—taking
a borrowed car toward crocodile-infested lakes near the border with Burundi—a
road trip which ends up unexpectedly at the site of the country’s proposed future
in the sky. And finally Ledgard takes us straight into a vision of that very future,
of a continent poised to take advantage of current and near-future technological
advances—a vision that feels Star Trek fanciful, at first, then not just practical, but
necessary.
As a novelist, Ledgard is celebrated for his ability to allow his imagination and ideas
to fly wide and free even as he grounds his stories in contemporary political reality, earning simultaneous comparisons to both W.G. Sebald and John LeCarré. As
a journalist, he has covered East Africa for The Economist for over a decade. Here,
Ledgard is able to summon the searching, soaring, poetic voice of the novelist and
to latch it to the gritty vision of the reporter on the ground to show us a world
in which connectivity has become paramount, in which isolation and uncharted
landscapes verge on obsolete, and yet new frontiers still beckon. Each new panel
of the triptych informs the others—each goads us forward even as it questions the
acceleration. What is certain is that we are hurtling into tomorrow together, and our
potential depends on the generosity of our imagination.
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Postcapitalism

A Guide to our Future

by Paul Mason
From Paul Mason, the award-winning economics editor of Channel 4 news, Postcapitalism is a guide to our era of seismic economic change, and how we can build a
more equal society.
Over the past two centuries or so, capitalism has undergone continual change - economic cycles that lurch from boom to bust - and has always emerged transformed
and strengthened. Surveying this turbulent history, Paul Mason wonders whether
today we are on the brink of a change so big, so profound, that this time capitalism
itself has reached its limits and is changing into something wholly new.
At the heart of this change is information technology: a revolution that, as Mason
shows, has the potential to reshape utterly our familiar notions of work, production
and value; and to destroy an economy based on markets and private ownership - in
fact, he contends, it is already doing so. Almost unnoticed, in the niches and hollows of the market system, whole swathes of economic life are changing.. Goods
and services that no longer respond to the dictates of neoliberalism are appearing,
from parallel currencies and time banks, to cooperatives and self-managed online
spaces. Vast numbers of people are discovering new forms of ownership, lending
and doing business.
In this groundbreaking book Mason shows how, from the ashes of the recent financial crisis, we have the chance to create a more socially just and sustainable global
economy. Moving beyond capitalism, he shows, is no longer a utopian dream.
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The Guardians

The League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire

by Susan Pedersen
‘The first indispensable book written on a critical subject in 50 years’ – Wall Street Journal
‘Pedersen’s book is genuinely revelatory’ – Financial Times
A global history of the League of Nations’ mandates system and the limits of imperial order
At the end of the First World War, the Paris Peace Conference saw a battle over the
future of empire. The victorious allied powers wanted to annex the Ottoman territories and German colonies they had occupied; Woodrow Wilson and a groundswell of anti-imperialist activism stood in their way. France, Belgium, Japan and the
British dominions reluctantly agreed to an Anglo-American proposal to hold and
administer those allied conquests under “mandate” from the new League of Nations.
In the end, fourteen mandated territories were set up across the Middle East, Africa
and the Pacific. Against all odds, these disparate and far-flung territories became the
site and the vehicle of global transformation.
In this masterful history, Susan Pedersen illuminates the role the League of Nations
played in creating the modern world. Tracing the mandates system from its creation
in 1920 until its demise in 1939, Pedersen examines its workings and shows how it
helped to create the world in which we now live.
The Guardians enables us to look back at the League with new eyes, and in doing
so, appreciate how complex, multivalent, and consequential this first great experiment in internationalism really was.
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My Kitchen Year

136 Recipes that Saved My Life

by Ruth Reichl
In the fall of 2009, the food world was rocked when Gourmet magazine was
abruptly shuttered by its parent company. No one was more stunned by this unexpected turn of events than its beloved editor in chief, Ruth Reichl, who suddenly
faced an uncertain professional future. As she struggled to process what had seemed
unthinkable, Reichl turned to the one place that had always provided sanctuary: the
kitchen.
My Kitchen Year follows the change of seasons—and Reichl’s emotions—as she
slowly heals through the simple pleasures of cooking. While working 24/7, Reichl
would “throw quick meals together” for her family and friends. Now she has the
time to rediscover what cooking meant to her. Imagine kale, leaves dark and inviting, sautéed with chiles and garlic; summer peaches baked into a simple cobbler;
fresh oysters chilling in a box of snow; plump chickens and earthy mushrooms,
fricasseed with cream. Over the course of this challenging year, each dish Reichl
prepares becomes a kind of stepping stone to finding joy again in ordinary things.
The 136 recipes collected here represent a life’s passion for food. Part cookbook, part
memoir, part paean to the household gods, My Kitchen Year may be Ruth Reichl’s
most stirring book yet—one that reveals a refreshingly vulnerable side of the world’s
most famous food editor as she shares treasured recipes to be returned to again and
again and again.

The Robbins Office, Inc.
US Publication date: September 2015
US		

Random House (Susan Kamil)

King of the World

Muhammad Ali and the Rise of an American Hero

by David Remnick
Now reissued as a Picador Classic with an introduction by Salman Rushdie.
It was the night of February 25, 1964. A cloud of cigar smoke drifted through the ring
lights. Cassius Clay threw punches into the gray floating haze and waited for the bell.
When Cassius Clay burst onto the sports scene in the 1950s, he broke the mould.
He changed the world of sports and went on to change the world itself: from his
early fights as Cassius Clay, the young, wiry man from Louisville, unwilling to play
the noble and grateful warrior in a white world, to becoming Muhammad Ali, the
voice of black America and the most recognised face on the planet.
King of the World is the story of an incredible rise to power, a book of battles
fought inside the ring and out. With grace and power, Pulitzer Prize-winning writer
David Remnick tells of a transcendent athlete and entertainer, a rapper before rap
was born. Ali was a mirror of his era, a dynamic figure in the racial and cultural
clashes of his time and King of the World is a classic piece of non-fiction and a book
worthy of America’s most dynamic modern hero.
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Martin Luther
by Lyndal Roper
When on 31st October 1517 an unknown monk nailed a theological pamphlet to
the church door in a small university town, he set in motion a process that would
change the Western World.
Within a few years Luther’s ideas had spread like wildfire. His attempts to reform
Christianity by returning it to its biblical roots split the Church, divided Europe
and polarized people’s beliefs, leading to religious persecution, social unrest and war.
And in the long run, his idea would help break the grip of religion in every sphere
of life.
Yet the man Luther was deeply flawed. A fervent believer tormented by spiritual
doubts, a prolific writer whose translation of the bible would shape the German
language yet whose attacks on his opponents were as vicious as they were foulmouthed; a married ex-monk who liberated human sexuality from the stigma of sin
yet who insisted that women should know their place; a religious fundamentalist,
a Jew-hater and a political reactionary. Surprisingly, the man who helped to create
the modern world turns out not to be modern himself – for him the devil was not
just a figure of speech but a very real and physical presence.
The first historical biography of Martin Luther for many decades by the first ever
women Regius Professor of History at Oxford, acclaimed historian Lyndal Roper
explains how Luther can only be understood against the background of his times in
a brilliant biography that reveals the often contradictory psychological forces that
drove Luther and the historical dynamics which turned a small act of protest into a
battle that would change the Church forever and usher in a new world order.
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Madonnaland
by Alina Simone
When indie musician-turned-author Alina Simone agreed to write a book about
Madonna, she thought it might provide an interesting excuse to indulge her own
eighties nostalgia. Wrong. What Simone discovered instead was a tidal wave of
already published information about Madonna—and her own ambivalence about,
maybe even jealousy of, the Material Girl’s overwhelming commercial success. With
the straight-ahead course stymied, Simone set off on a quirky detour through the
backroads of celebrity and fandom and the people who love or loathe Madonna.
In this witty, sometimes acerbic, always perceptive chronicle, Simone begins by
trying to understand why Madonna’s birthplace, Bay City, Michigan, won’t even
put up a sign to celebrate its most famous citizen, and ends by asking why local
bands who make music that’s authentic and true can disappear with barely a trace.
In between, she ranges from Madonna fans who cover themselves with tattoos of
the singer’s face and try to make fortunes off selling her used bustiers and dresses, to
Question Mark and the Mysterians—one-hit wonders best known for “96 Tears”—
and Flying Wedge, a Detroit band who dropped off an amazing two-track record
in the office of CREEM magazine in 1972 and vanished, until Simone tracked it
down.
Filled with fresh insights about the music business, fandom, and what it takes to
become a superstar, Madonnaland is as much a book for people who, like Simone,
prefer “dark rooms, coffee, and state-subsidized European films filled with existential despair” as it is for people who can’t get enough of Madonna.
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The Rise, The Fall and The Rise
by Brix Smith-Start
The Rise, The Fall, and The Rise is the extraordinary story, in her own words, of Brix
Smith Start. Best known for her work in The Fall at the time when they were perhaps the most powerful and influential anti-authoritarian postpunk band in the
world – This Nation’s Saving Grace, The Weird and Frightening World Of ... – Brix
spent ten years in the band before a violent disintegration led to her exit and the
end of her marriage with Mark E Smith.
But Brix’s story is much more than rock n roll highs and lows in one of the most
radically dysfunctional bands around. Growing up in the Hollywood Hills in the
‘60s in a dilapadated pink mansion her life has taken her from luxury to destitution,
from the cover of the NME to waitressing in California, via the industrial wasteland
of Manchester in the 1980s.
What emerges is a story of constant reinvention, jubilant highs and depressive ebbs;
a singular journey of a teenage American girl on a collision course with English radicalism on her way to mid-life success on tv and in fashion.
Too bizarre, extreme and unlikely to exist in the pages of fiction, The Rise, The Fall
and The Rise could only exist in the pages of a memoir.
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The German War: 1939-45
by Nicholas Stargardt
The Second World War was a German war like no other. The Nazi regime, having started the conflict, turned it into the most horrific war in European history,
resorting to genocidal methods well before building the first gas chambers. Over its
course, the Third Reich expended and exhausted all its moral and physical reserves,
leading to total defeat in 1945. Yet seventy years on — despite whole libraries of
books about the war’s origins, course and atrocities — we still do not know what
Germans thought they were fighting for and how they experienced and sustained
the war until the bitter end.
When war broke out in September 1939, it was deeply unpopular in Germany. Yet
without the active participation and commitment of the German people, it could
not have continued for almost six years. What, then, was the war Germans thought
they were fighting? How did the changing course of the conflict — the victories
of the Blitzkrieg, the first defeats in the east, the bombing of Germany’s cities —
change their views and expectations? And when did Germans first realise that they
were fighting a genocidal war?
Drawing on a wealth of first-hand testimony, The German War is the first foray for
many decades into how the German people experienced the Second World War.
Told from the perspective of those who lived through it — soldiers, schoolteachers and housewives; Nazis, Christians and Jews — its masterful historical narrative
sheds fresh and disturbing light on the beliefs, hopes and fears of a people who embarked on, continued and fought to the end a brutal war of conquest and genocide.
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Gorbachev

The Man and his Era

by William Taubman
In a little over six years, Mikhail Gorbachev dismantled the Communist system in
the USSR— almost singlehandedly changing his country and the world.
When Mikhail Gorbachev became its leader in March 1985, the USSR, while
plagued by internal and external troubles, was still one of the world’s two superpowers. By 1991 the Communist system was in decline, the cold war was over, and
on December 25, 1991, the Soviet Union itself ceased to exist. In the West, Gorbachev is regarded as a hero. In Russia, he is widely hated by those who blame him
for the collapse of the USSR. Admirers marvel at his vision and courage. Detractors,
including many of his former Kremlin comrades, have accused him of everything
from naiveté to treason.
Pulitzer Prize winning Taubman’s approach places Gorbachev at the intersection
of history and personality, showing how his character took shape and how it both
reflected and altered his era. How did Gorbachev become the man who dismantled
the Soviet system? Why did that system so readily submit to dismantling? Gorbachev enacted great changes, only to be mostly done in by forces no one could
have controlled. Taubman examines Gorbachev’s circumstances and addresses larger,
enduring questions: How much power do even the most powerful leaders really
have?
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Coventry: November 14, 1940
by Frederick Taylor
The German Luftwaffe’s air raid on Coventry, England on the night of November
14, 1940 represented a new kind of air warfare. Aimed primarily at obliterating all
aspects of city life, it was systematic, thorough, unconnected to any immediate military goal, and indifferent to civilian casualties. In a single night, roughly two-thirds
of the city’s buildings were damaged or destroyed as the bombers laid waste to legitimate industrial targets and civilian structures alike. The old St. Michael’s Cathedral,
a 14th century Gothic structure that burned to the ground that night, still stands in
ruins today as a testament to the city’s destruction during the raid. Pragmatic British government propagandists would exploit Coventry’s perceived status as a “historic town,” playing down the city’s industrial reputation. This would prove to be a
powerful tool, and, as Frederick Taylor shows, was instrumental in tipping public
opinion in the then-neutral United States away from isolationism and in favor of
help for Britain.
But the bombing would also set a dangerous and destructive precedent as Allied air
forces would study the Germans’ methods in the attack and ultimately employ similar tactics in their equally ruthless and destructive attacks on German cities, eventually leading to the bombing of Hamburg in 1943 and Dresden in 1945 that killed
hundreds of thousands, mostly civilians.
On the 75th anniversary of the Coventry bombing, acclaimed historian Frederick
Taylor brilliantly narrates this momentous act and analyzes its impact on World War
II and the moral quandaries it still engenders about the nature of warfare.
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One Man Against the World
The Tragedy of Richard Nixon

by Tim Weiner
A shocking and riveting look at one of the most dramatic and disastrous presidencies in US history, from Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner Tim Weiner
Based largely on documents declassified only in the last few years, One Man Against
the World paints a devastating portrait of a tortured yet brilliant man who led the
country largely according to a deep-seated insecurity and distrust of not only his
cabinet and congress, but the American population at large. In riveting, tick-tock
prose, Weiner illuminates how the Vietnam War and the Watergate controversy that
brought about Nixon’s demise were inextricably linked. From the hail of garbage
and curses that awaited Nixon upon his arrival at the White House, when he became the president of a nation as deeply divided as it had been since the end of the
Civil War, to the unprecedented action Nixon took against American citizens, who
he considered as traitorous as the army of North Vietnam, to the infamous break-in
and the tapes that bear remarkable record of the most intimate and damning conversations between the president and his confidantes, Weiner narrates the history of
Nixon’s anguished presidency in fascinating and fresh detail.
A crucial new look at the greatest political suicide in history, One Man Against the
World leaves us not only with new insight into this tumultuous period, but also
into the motivations and demons of an American president who saw enemies everywhere, and, thinking the world was against him, undermined the foundations of the
country he had hoped to lead.
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The Book of the People
by A. N. Wilson
A. N. Wilson has been thinking about the Bible, and reading it, since he read theology for a year at university.
Martin Luther King was ‘reading the Bible’ when he started the Civil Rights movement.
When Michelangelo painted the fresco cycles in the Sistine Chapel, he was ‘reading
the Bible’.
In The Book of the People, A. N. Wilson explores how readers and thinkers have approached the Bible, and how it might be read today. Charting his own relationship
with the Bible over a lifetime of writing, Wilson argues that it remains relevant even
in a largely secular society, as a philosophical work, a work of literature and a cultural touchstone that the western world has answered to for nearly two thousand years.
He challenges the way fundamentalists - whether believers or non-believers - have
misused the Bible, either by neglecting and failing to recognize its cultural significance, or by using it as a weapon against those with whom they disagree.
Erudite, witty and accessible, The Book of the People seeks to reclaim the Good Book
as our seminal work of literature, and a book for the imagination.
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Only in Naples: Lessons in Food and Famiglia from My
Italian Mother-in-Law

by Katherine Wilson
Arriving in Naples as a naive young intern at the American Consulate, Katherine is
set up on a blind date – at least that’s what she’s expecting. Instead, Salvatore brings
her home to eat pizza with his family. But this is no ordinary pizza, and the woman
who makes it is no ordinary woman. Katherine and Salve do end up dating – and
marrying – but it’s Salvatore’s mother who truly initiates Katherine into Italian
society, offering her a culinary and cultural education that marks the beginning of
her womanhood. Along the way, Katherine dabbles in dubbing porn, learns to cook
an octopus, and fends off frisky Italy suitors. Most importantly, she acquires carnale,
the quintessentially Neapolitan sense of living with comfort and confidence in one’s
body. Only in Naples recalls the rich and wry culinary writing of Laurie Colwin’s
Home Cooking and the charmingly eccentric family portraits of Jenny Lawson’s Let’s
Pretend this Never Happened.
‘This thoroughly enjoyable, lighthearted love letter to Naples is a tripute to the author’s
irrepressible mother-in-law, a larger-than-life figure who teaches Wilson (and us) not
just how to cook a true Neapolitan lasagne complete with tiny meatballs, but how to
approach life itself with gusto and a healthy appetite. Read this and you’ll find yourself
pining for your very own sequined Italian mother-in-law.’ - Luisa Weiss, The Wednesday Chef
‘In a world filled with food memoirs, this one stands out. Katherine Wilson gives us ore
than the fabulous book of Naples. She offers us a passport to an exotic country we would
never be able to enter on our own.’ - Ruth Reichl, Author of My Kitchen Year

US Publication date: March 2016
US		
Czech		
Holland
Poland		

Random House (Susan Kamil)
Mlada Fronta
Atlas Contact
Czarna

UK		
Germany
Italy		
Slovakia

Virago (Ursula Doyle)
Droemer Verlag
Edizioni Piemmi
Ikar

